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1. Executive Summary

This comprehensive strategic analysis has been commissioned for Dave, a 43-year-old male

golfer with a current handicap index of 15.3. The primary objective of this report is to provide a

granular, data-driven roadmap to optimize performance, enhance course management, and

systematically reduce scoring averages through a multi-faceted improvement plan. The analysis
leverages advanced strokes gained data, ballistics physics relative to the player's specific swing
speed, and a detailed architectural deconstruction of the target venue: The Stadium Course at

TPC Scottsdale.

The player profile indicates a golfer with no mobility restrictions, a driver swing speed estimated

at approximately 93 mph (derived from a 214-yard carry), and a ball-striking tendency
characterized by a straight ball flight with an occasional push to the right. Statistical analysis
reveals that the player is losing strokes across all major categories compared to a scratch
baseline, with the most significant deficits found in Approach Shots (-0.33 per hole) and Tee
Shots (-0.27 per hole). However, the total Strokes Gained deficit of -0.97 per hole aligns
consistently with the current 15.3 handicap, suggesting that the player’s game is relatively
balanced but lacks a standout "super-strength" to facilitate scoring breakthroughs.

This report provides a holistic improvement ecosystem. It begins with a physiological and

technical optimization routine, including warm-up and recovery protocols specifically tailored to

the preservation of power and flexibility in a mid-40s athlete. It proceeds to a technical

equipment analysis, recommending a golf ball that harmonizes with a 93-mph swing speed to
maximize compression and greenside spin—a critical factor given the player's low Green in
Regulation (GIR) percentage. Finally, it delivers an exhaustive, hole-by-hole strategic guide for

TPC Scottsdale’s Stadium Course, adjusting for the venue’s 1,530-foot elevation, the Weiskopf

renovation nuances, and specific hazard layouts. By adhering to the "Blueprint for Conquering,"
Dave can expect to navigate the course with the tactical discipline of a tour professional,
minimizing penalty strokes and capitalizing on scoring opportunities to achieve a target score

well below his current handicap potential.
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2. Player Profile and Advanced Performance Analysis

2.1 Biomechanical and Statistical Profile

The foundation of this analysis rests on the player's provided data, which paints a picture of a
golfer who possesses the physical capability for improvement but is currently hindered by
specific delivery faults and strategic inefficiencies.

Physical Baseline and Biomechanics

At 43 years old with no reported mobility issues, Dave is in a prime physiological window. Unlike
older demographics where flexibility degradation restricts the turn, Dave’s "no mobility issues"
status implies he retains the capacity for a full shoulder turn and hip dissociation. This is critical
because it suggests that his distance limitations (214-yard driver carry) are likely technical -
stemming from efficiency leaks or strike quality - rather than purely physical constraints.
Maintaining this mobility through the prescribed warm-up routines later in this report will be
paramount to preventing the natural decline in fast-twitch muscle fiber recruitment that
typically accelerates in the mid-40s.

Swing Speed Estimate and Ballistics

Based on the stated real-world driver distance of 214 yards, and applying the standard industry
formula Speed = Distance + 2.3, the estimated swing speed is approximately 93.04 mph.

e Classification: This places the player in the "Moderate" swing speed category (typically 85—
95 mph).

e Implications: At this speed, the player generates enough force to compress modern multi-
layer golf balls, but may struggle to fully activate the highest-compression tour balls (100+
compression) designed for 110+ mph swing speeds. This efficiency gap suggests that
equipment optimization - specifically finding a ball with a compression rating between 70
and 90 - could yield immediate distance gains without swing changes.

Ball Flight Tendencies: The "Push" Diagnosis

The player describes a primary ball flight that is "straight" with an "occasional push right." This
specific miss pattern is highly diagnostic.

e The Mechanics of a Push: A push occurs when the clubface is square to the swing path,
but the path itself is traveling in-to-out relative to the target line. Because the face is
not open relative to the path, the ball does not slice (curve right); it simply starts right
and stays on a straight line to the right.
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Root Causes: Common causes for a push in a player of this profile include sliding the
hips laterally on the downswing (getting stuck underneath) or "hanging back" on the
trail side through impact. The absence of a slice suggests the player has learned to
shallow the club (a positive trait), but perhaps excessive shallowing or a failure to rotate

the torso fully is causing the path to shift too far right.

Strategic Consequence: On a course like TPC Scottsdale, where water frequently guards
the left side (Holes 11, 15, 18), a right-miss tendency is actually a strategic asset if
managed correctly. The danger lies in the "double cross" - fearing the right miss, aiming
left, and then pulling the ball into the water.

2.2 Strokes Gained Analysis

The strokes gained (SG) data provided offers a microscopic view of where strokes are being lost

relative to a scratch golfer baseline.

Category

SG Per Hole

SG Per Round (approx)

Analysis

Tee Shots

-0.27

-4.86

Moderate Weakness. Driven by the 48% Fairway Hit percentage
and the directional misses (15% left, 24% right). Losing nearly 5
strokes per round off the tee puts immense pressure on the rest of
the game. The "penalties per round <1.5" is a positive stat,
implying that the pushes are finding rough or waste areas rather
than Out of Bounds (OB), but they are preventing Green in
Regulation (GIR) opportunities by leaving poor angles or difficult
lies.

Approach
Shots

-0.33

-5.94

Critical Weakness. This is the most significant area of stroke
leakage. A GIR percentage of 26.4% is consistent with a 15-20
handicap. The gap between a 15 handicap and a single digit is

largely found here. The player hits a 7-iron 123 yards, which

suggests a steep descent angle or lack of compression. The push
tendency likely bleeds into the irons, leaving the player short-
sided in right greenside bunkers.

Short Game

-0.24

-4.32

Significant Weakness. Losing 4.3 strokes per round around the
greens suggests an inability to scramble effectively. With a low GIR
%, the short game is stressed frequently. If the player cannot get
up-and-down to save par or bogey, high scores accumulate rapidly.
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This correlates with the need for a urethane-covered ball to
increase spin control on partial shots.

Putting -0.12 -2.16 Relative Strength. This is the strongest area of the game relative to
the other categories. 33 putts per round is a respectable average
for a 15 handicap, but implies a potential for too many three-putts
or a lack of one-putt conversions inside 8 feet.
Total -0.97 -17.46 Summary. The total deficit aligns perfectly with a ~15-17 handicap

differential. The player is consistently losing roughly one stroke
per hole to a scratch player, distributed relatively evenly but
weighted toward ball striking (Tee + Approach =-0.60/hole).

2.3 Distance Gapping and Club Efficiency

The player's yardage gaps reveal potential efficiency issues in the bag setup:

Driver (214) vs. 3-Wood (186): A 28-yard gap is healthy.

3-Wood (186) vs. 5-Wood (168): An 18-yard gap is appropriate.

Mid-lron Compression Issue: The gap between the 5-lron (141) and 6-lron (131) is 10
yards, and 6-Iron (131) to 7-Iron (123) is 8 yards. However, the drop-off to the higher lofted
clubs is steep. The 7-iron distance of 123 yards for a physically capable 43-year-old male
suggests the player may be adding dynamic loft at impact (scooping) or striking the ball

high on the face. This inefficiency in iron compression directly contributes to the -0.33 SG in
Approach, as the player likely lands short of targets frequently.

3. Performance Optimization Routines

To bridge the gap between potential and performance, a structured routine is essential. The

following protocols are designed specifically for a 43-year-old male to maximize range of

motion, activate fast-twitch muscle fibers, and maintain mental focus throughout a 4-hour

round.

3.1 Pre-Round Warm-Up Routine (20 Minutes)

Objective: Increase body temperature, activate core and glutes, and rehearse swing sequence

without fatigue. This routine prioritizes dynamic movement over static stretching, which can

actually inhibit power generation immediately pre-round.
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Dynamic Stretching (5-7 Minutes):

e Leg Swings: Perform forward/backward and side-to-side leg swings (10 reps each leg).
This loosens the hip flexors and adductors, crucial for the rotation required in the golf
swing.

e Torso Twists: Holding a club across the shoulders (behind the neck), rotate gently left
and right. Start slowly and gradually increase speed to activate the thoracic spine and
obliques.

e Arm Circles: Perform large circles forward and backward to mobilize the shoulder
capsules and rotator cuffs.

e Squats with Club Overhead: Hold a club with a wide grip overhead and squat down,
keeping heels flat. This opens the hips while simultaneously engaging thoracic
extension, counteracting the "desk posture" often found in mid-40s professionals.

e Wrist Flexion/Extension: With the arm straight, gently pull fingers back and then down.
This prepares the wrists for the impact forces of turf interaction.

Range Routine (10 Minutes - 15 Ball Script):

e Wedges (5 balls): Hit half swings focusing purely on tempo and crisp contact. Target
distinct spots at 50, 60, and 75 yards.

e Mid-Irons (5 balls): Use the 7-iron. Focus on alignment and visualizing the "straight"
ball flight. Work on feeling the clubface close slightly through impact to counteract the
push tendency.

e Driver (5 balls): Hit "fairway finder" swings. Do not swing at 100% effort. Focus on the
"finish" position—holding the follow-through for a count of two ensures weight transfer
is complete.

e Visual Check: Pick a specific target for every shot. Do not "rake and hit." Simulating on-
course focus is vital.

Pre-Swing Routine & Swing Thoughts:

e Behind the Ball: Pick a distinct intermediate target 3-5 feet in front of the ball (a leaf,
old divot, or discoloration in the grass) that lies on the target line.

e Alignment: Align the clubface to the intermediate target first, then align the feet, hips,
and shoulders parallel to that line (like railroad tracks). This prevents the "closed"
stance that often promotes a push.

e Grip Check: Ensure grip pressure is light (4/10 scale). A tight grip prevents the hands
from releasing naturally, often leaving the face open and causing the push.

e Swing Thought 1 (Backswing): "Low and slow." Take the club back low to the ground to
establish width and prevent a jerky transition.
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e Swing Thought 2 (Downswing): "Release to the left." Feel the toe of the club passing
the heel through impact. This encourages the face to square up, neutralizing the push.

e Swing Thought 3 (Tempo): "Finish the swing." Commit to a full rotation and hold the
finish until the ball lands.

3.2 Post-Round Recovery Routine

Objective: Reduce inflammation, restore muscle length, and analyze performance for future
gains. Recovery is often neglected by amateurs but is critical for maintaining performance in a
multi-day trip or frequent play schedule.

Personal Assessment:

e Card Review: Identify any hole with a double bogey or worse. Ask "Why?" (Was it a
Penalty? A 3-putt? A failed recovery shot?).

e Miss Pattern Analysis: Did the "push right" appear more on tee shots or approaches?
Note the frequency to determine if it was a fatigue-based error late in the round.

e Mental Check: Was there a specific hole where focus was lost? Acknowledge it and
move on.

Health & Stretches (10 Minutes):

e Hydration: Consume 200z of water or an electrolyte drink immediately. Golf in dry heat
(like Scottsdale) causes rapid dehydration which affects decision-making and muscle
elasticity.

e Seated Hamstring Stretch: Sit on the ground or a bench, legs straight, reach for toes.
Hold for 30 seconds. This relieves tension in the lower back accumulated from the
rotational shearing forces of the swing.

e Figure-4 Glute Stretch: Lying on the back, cross one ankle over the opposite knee and
pull the knee toward the chest. This targets the glutes and hips, which tighten
significantly during the round.

e Cat-Cow: On hands and knees (or standing with hands on knees), alternate arching and
rounding the back to decompress the lumbar and thoracic spine.

e Foam Rolling: If available, roll out the IT bands, glutes, and calves for 5 minutes. This
aids in breaking up lactic acid and preventing stiffness the following morning.

3.3 Strategic Focus for Handicap Reduction (Targeting < 15)

To secure the current 15.3 index and trend downward, Dave must shift focus from "avoiding
disaster" to "controlling dispersion." The primary focus area is Approach Efficiency. With a GIR
of only 26.4%, Dave is relying too heavily on a short game that is statistically losing strokes (-
0.24 SG). The goal should be to increase GIR to 35-40%. This is achieved not by swing changes,
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but by club selection. Dave averages 123 yards with a 7-iron. Most amateurs structurally under-
club, playing to their maximum yardage rather than their average. By consistently taking one
extra club (e.g., hitting a smooth 6-iron from 123 yards), Dave will hit more greens, as the
majority of amateur misses are short.

Secondly, eliminating the Penalty Double-Cross. The "push right" is a manageable miss, but
aiming left to compensate often leads to a pull-hook (double cross) into trouble. Dave must
learn to aim down the center or slightly left-center and trust the push to find the right side of
the fairway or green, rather than aiming far left. On holes with water left (common at TPC
Scottsdale), this discipline is the difference between a bogey and a triple-bogey. Stabilizing these
two areas will prevent the handicap from sliding toward 18 and begin the march toward single
digits.

4. Golf Ball Recommendation

For a player with a 93-mph swing speed (Moderate), the ideal golf ball must balance
compression to maximize energy transfer while providing sufficient spin for approach shots to
hold greens. A ball that is too firm (100+ compression) will feel "clicky" and potentially lose
distance due to the player's inability to fully compress the core. Conversely, a ball that is too soft
may launch too high, balloon in the wind, and lack the requisite greenside control.

Selection Criteria:

e Compression: Mid-range (70-90) is the sweet spot for 93 mph.

e Cover: Urethane is non-negotiable. Given the player's -0.24 Short Game SG stat, he
needs the "grab" of urethane to help chip shots checkup, rather than the roll-out
typical of Surlyn covers.

e Construction: 3-piece minimum is preferred to separate low driver spin (for
straightness) from high iron spin (for stopping power).

Comparative Analysis of Recommended Balls

1. Callaway Chrome Tour: This ball replaces the Chrome Soft X in 2025/2026. It offers a
slightly firmer feel than the old Chrome Soft but is engineered for stability in the
wind—a crucial factor for desert golf. With a compression near ~90, it sits at the upper
end of Dave’s range but ensures he won’t "over-compress" it on pure strikes. It offers
elite greenside spin.

2. TaylorMade Tour Response: This is a "Performance Urethane" ball with a lower
compression (~73). It feels significantly softer than the Chrome Tour. For a 93 mph
swing, this ball is incredibly efficient, launching high and landing soft. The "Stripe"
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visual technology on this ball is also a massive potential aid for Dave’s putting (33
putts/round), helping align the ball better on the greens.

Titleist Pro V1: The industry benchmark. At ~87 compression, it fits Dave perfectly. The
Pro V1 (standard) offers a penetrating flight that helps mitigate the "ballooning" push.
It is consistent and reliable but comes at the highest price point.

Vice Pro: A Direct-to-Consumer (DTC) option that targets the 95-110 mph range but
performs well at 93 mph. It is a 3-piece urethane ball that tests very similarly to the Pro
V1 in terms of spin and distance but costs significantly less. It features "Stick to the
Green" (S2TG) technology which directly addresses Dave's scrambling needs.

Maxfli Tour: A standout "House Brand" (Dick's Sporting Goods) ball. It features Center
of Gravity (CG) balancing technology and a urethane cover. At ~90 compression, it rivals
the Pro V1 for performance at nearly half the price. It is excellent for value-conscious
players who lose balls to desert hazards.

Seed SD-05 (The Pro Soft): An emerging DTC brand. The SD-05 is designed specifically
for "moderate" swing speeds (unlike the SD-01 which is for high speed). It offers a
lower compression core for soft feel and a urethane cover for spin. It is a budget-

friendly alternative that matches Dave's biomechanics perfectly.

Summary Recommendation Table

Recommendation Status Brand & Model Reason for Selection Price Tier
Primary Recommendation Callaway Chrome Tour Perfectly matches the 93-mph swing speed Premium
with a balance of distance and elite green- ($55/dz)

holding spin. Aerodynamics are stable in wind,
critical for TPC Scottsdale's open layout.

Alternate 1 (Feel/Aid)

TaylorMade Tour Response

Lower compression (~73) provides a softer feel
and easier launch for mid-irons. The 360° Stripe
alignment aid offers a tangible advantage for
improving putting stats.

Mid ($42/dz)

Alternate 2 (Value)

Vice Pro

High-performance cast urethane ball at a DTC
price. Offers near-identical performance
metrics to the Pro V1 for significantly less cost,
reducing the "pain" of lost balls in desert areas.

Value ($30-
35/dz)

Strategic Advice: For the specific round at TPC Scottsdale, where desert waste areas act as "ball

graveyards," the Vice Pro or Maxfli Tour offers the best strategic value. They provide tour-level
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stopping power on the firm TPC greens without the financial penalty of losing $5 balls into the
cacti.

5. Golf Course Strategy: The Stadium Course at TPC Scottsdale

5.1 Course Overview & Environmental Factors

e Location: 17020 North Hayden Road, Scottsdale, AZ 85255

e Designers: Tom Weiskopf & Jay Morrish (1986), Renovated by Weiskopf (2014)
e Par:71

e Elevation: ~1,530 feet above sea level.

The Stadium Course at TPC Scottsdale is the legendary host of the WM Phoenix Open. It is a
"Stadium" concept course designed to accommodate massive galleries, characterized by large
mounding and viewing areas. The layout is a sophisticated desert target course that balances
visual grandeur with strategic "risk-reward" mechanics, particularly on the closing stretch (Holes
15-18).

Architecture & Agronomy:

e Turf: The fairways are Tifway 419 Bermudagrass, but during the prime season (when
Dave is likely playing), they are overseeded with Perennial Ryegrass and Fine Fescue.
This provides a lush, emerald green carpet that sits the ball up nicely, aiding a 15-
handicap's contact. However, the rough can be thick and grabby during the overseed
season.

e Greens: The greens are TifEagle Bermudagrass (often overseeded with Poa/Bent/Rye
blends for the tournament). They are large (averaging over 6,000 sq ft) and generally
roll fast (11-12 on the Stimpmeter). They are firm, meaning approach shots need height
and spin to hold—reinforcing the need for a urethane ball.

e Bunkering: The 2014 renovation by Tom Weiskopf moved fairway bunkers further
downrange to challenge professional driving distances. For Dave (214-yard carry),
many of these "new" bunkers may be out of reach or require strategic layups, actually
simplifying the strategy compared to a tour pro who must carry them.

e Hazards: Water comes into play significantly on the back nine (Holes 11, 15, 17, 18).
The desert waste areas are treated as lateral hazards; balls entered here are often lost
or unplayable due to cacti and rocks.

Environmental Adjustments:

e Altitude Impact: At 1,530 feet, the air is less dense than at sea level.
o Distance Gain: The ball flies approximately 2.6% further.
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Dave's Adjusted Driver: 214 x 1.026 = 219.5 yards.
Dave's Adjusted 7-lron: 123 x 1.026 = 126 yards.
Strategic Implication: While the gain is modest (5-6 yards on drives), it helps
carry forced carries.
e Firmness: The desert floor is firm. Expect an additional 10-15 yards of roll on fairways,
pushing total driving distance closer to 230-235 yards.

5.2 Tee Box Recommendation
Formula: Driver Distance (214) x 28 = 5,992 yards.

Scorecard Options:

e Players (Blue): 6,614 yards (Rating 71.5 / Slope 131) — Too long for a 214-yard driver.
e Resort (White): 6,110 yards (Rating 68.9 / Slope 123) — Ideal Fit.
e Forward (Red): 5,464 yards — Too short.

Recommendation: Play the Resort (White) Tees at 6,110 yards. This yardage aligns almost
perfectly with the calculated 5,992 target (within 100 yards). It ensures that Par 4s remain
reachable in two shots while maintaining the integrity of the course's challenges.

Course Handicap Calculation:

e Handicap Index: 15.3
e Slope Rating (White Tees): 123
e Course Rating (White Tees): 68.9
e Par:71
e Formula: Course Handicap = Index x (Slope +113) + (Rating - Par)
e Calculation:
o 15.3x(123+113)=15.3x1.0885=16.65
o 16.65+(68.9-71)=16.65-2.1=14.55
¢ Rounding: 15.
e Result: Dave's Course Handicap is 15.

Target Score: With a Course Handicap of 15, Dave's "Par" is essentially 86. Breaking 90 is a solid
goal; breaking 86 is a great round.

10
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5.3 A Blueprint for Conquering TPC Scottsdale (Hole-by-Hole Strategy)

General Strategic Theme: "Boring Golf." The Stadium Course tempts players to be heroes.
Dave's victory lies in disciplined execution: aiming away from water left (utilizing his push
tendency as a safety valve) and playing for position rather than power.

Front Nine

Hole 1 (Par 4, 339 yds - White Tees)

e Tee Shot Strategy: The fairway is generous (42 yards wide), but a desert wash crosses
about 110 yards from the green. With a 220-yard drive, Dave is safe. Use Driver. Aim left-
center to allow for the push.

e Approach Shot: ~120 yards remaining. Use 7-Iron (123 yds) or 6-lron (131 yds). There are
no greenside bunkers, so this is a green light to aim for the center.

e Greenside/Putting: Large green (9,800 sq ft). Focus on lag putting speed.

Hole 2 (Par 4, 386 yds)

e Tee Shot Strategy: Dogleg right. Driver. Do NOT challenge the right bunkers (visual
intimidation). Aim at the left edge of the fairway. A straight shot is safe; a push lands
perfectly in the center.

e Approach Shot: Likely 160+ yards left. Use 5-Hybrid (156 yds) or 5-Wood (168 yds). The
green is guarded by 3 bunkers and is "chaotic". Ideally, aim for the front-left apron and
chip on.

e Putting: Trust the slope rating—the break is often more than it looks.
Hole 3 (Par 5, 510 yds)

e Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Wide fairway (38 yds). Swing smooth.

e Second Shot: MANDATORY LAYUP. A massive waste area cuts the fairway. Do not try to be
a hero. Hit a 6-ron or 5-Hybrid to lay up short of the cross-hazard.

e Approach Shot: Wedge to the green. Avoid the front-right bunker.

Hole 4 (Par 3, 141 yds)

e Tee Shot Strategy: 5-lron (141 yds). Visual stress due to desert carry, but it is short. Ignore
the scrub. Focus on the green center. The push right is safe (bunker or grass). Left is dead in
the desert.

Hole 5 (Par 4, 373 yds)

e Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Split fairway. Aim for the Right Fairway (34 yds wide). The left
pad requires a huge carry (250+). The right side is safe and open.

11
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Approach Shot: Uphill shot. Add 1 club (hit 6-Iron for 130 yds). Avoid the "slicer's
nightmare" bunker on the right.

Hole 6 (Par 4, 348 yds)

Tee Shot Strategy: 3-Wood or 5-Wood. Short hole, littered with five bunkers. Precision >
Power.

Approach Shot: Short iron (8-Iron or 9-Iron). Green slopes back-left. Do not chase a back-
left pin.

Hole 7 (Par 3, 164 yds)

Tee Shot Strategy: 5-Wood (168 yds). Long par 3. Bunkers "pinch" the front entrance.
Playing long is better than short. Aim center-mass.

Hole 8 (Par 4, 418 yds)

Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Dogleg left. This sets up poorly for a push-fade hitter. Aim down
the middle-right; do not try to cut the corner.

Approach Shot: Likely a layup or 3-wood approach. The green tilts front-to-back and is hard
to hold. Playing for a bogey 5 here is a "win."

Hole 9 (Par 4, 381 yds)

Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Wide fairway (41 yds). Swing away.
Approach Shot: Green is accessible. A push right on the approach is safe (only 2% bunker
coverage).

Back Nine

Hole 10 (Par 4, 373 yds)

Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Dogleg right. Aim left-center. The 2014 renovation added
bunkers on the right that are deadly.

Approach Shot: Mid-iron (5-Iron). Green is guarded by 4 bunkers. Aim for the "fat" part of
the green.

Hole 11 (Par 4, 416 yds) - THE KILLER

Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Water runs the entire left side. The fairway slopes toward the
water (Reverse Camber). You MUST aim right. Your natural "push" tendency is a huge asset
here. Aim at the right rough line; let the ball push right into the waste area (playable) or
stay straight. Do NOT aim down the middle.

Approach Shot: Lay up if you are uncomfortable. Water lurks left of the green. A bogey 5 is
a great score.

12
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Hole 12 (Par 3, 149 yds)

e Tee Shot Strategy: 5-Hybrid (156 yds). Water right and long. Aim at the front-left of the
green. The back-right pin is a "sucker pin." Take par/bogey and move on.

Hole 13 (Par 5, 482 yds)

e Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Reimagined hole. Water/bunker left. Aim right-center.
e Second Shot: Lay up to 100 yards.
e Approach Shot: The green is guarded by 9 bunkers. Precision wedge is key.

Hole 14 (Par 4, 426 yds)

e Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Uphill grind.
e Approach Shot: Add 2 clubs for the elevation rise to the green. If you can't reach, play to
the front apron.

Hole 15 (Par 5, 459 yds) - RISK/REWARD

e Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Water left. Aim Right.

e Strategy: At 459 yards, a 220 drive leaves 239. LAY UP. You cannot carry the water to the
island green reliably with a 3-wood from the deck. Hit a 6-lron layup to a comfortable
wedge distance. Make par the easy way.

Hole 16 (Par 3, 119 yds) - THE COLISEUM

e Tee Shot Strategy: 8-lron (118 yds). It is short. The only hazard is your nerves (and the
imaginary crowd). Trust your 118-yard 8-iron. Aim center. Two-putt for par.

Hole 17 (Par 4, 255 yds) - DRIVEABLE

e Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. You hit 214-220. The water is left and long. There is a centerline
bunker at ~180-200 yds from white tees.

e Dave's Play: If you hit Driver, you risk the water if you double-cross (hook).

e Smart Play: Hit 5-Hybrid (156 yds) or 5-Wood (168 yds) to stay short of the trouble, then
pitch on.

e Fun Play: Hit Driver aimed slightly right. A push right is dry and safe.
Hole 18 (Par 4, 371 yds) - THE FINISHER

e Tee Shot Strategy: Driver. Water entire left. "Church Pew" bunkers right. This is the
hardest drive. You must commit to a target. Aim at the right-center. If you push it into the
Church Pews, you pitch out. If you pull it, you are wet.

e Approach Shot: Green is massive (10,000+ sq ft). Aim for the center.
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5.4 Expected Scoring Analysis

Par: 71

Dave's Course Handicap: 15

Target Score: 86 (+15)

Projected Breakdown:

o Par 3s (4 holes): +2 (2 pars, 2 bogeys).

o Par 5s (3 holes): +1 (2 pars, 1 bogey). Opportunity to score here by playing smart
layups.

o Par4s (11 holes): +12 (Mostly bogeys, avoiding doubles on 11 and 18).

o Total: +15 (Score: 86).

6. Overall Summary

This report outlines a clear pathway for Dave to maximize his enjoyment and performance at
TPC Scottsdale. At 43, Dave possesses the physical tools to play high-quality golf, but his
statistics indicate a need for better approach play efficiency and short-game scrambling.

Key Takeaways:

1. Equipment: Switching to a urethane-covered ball like the Callaway Chrome Tour or
TaylorMade Tour Response is the single fastest way to improve his -0.24 Short Game SG stat
without changing his swing.

2. Biomechanics: The "push right" is a result of path issues. Implementing the "low and slow"
takeaway and "release left" swing thoughts will help neutralize this.

3. Strategy: The Stadium Course is designed to bait the ego. The crowds, the stadium seating
on 16, and the risk-reward nature of 15 and 17 scream for heroism. Dave's victory lies in
disciplined execution: laying up on 15, aiming right on 11 and 18 to avoid water, and trusting
that a "boring" bogey is infinitely better than an exhilarating double-bogey.

By following this Blueprint for Conquering TPC Scottsdale, Dave moves from a participant to a
tactician, leveraging data and architecture to beat the course design at its own game.
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Disclaimer

This strategy guide is based on publicly available information and player-provided data as of the publication date.
While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of yardages, tee locations, and strategic insights, golf
course conditions are inherently variable and beyond the author's control.

e Course Layout and Yardages: Tee configurations, hole distances, and routing may vary due to course
maintenance, renovations, or event-specific modifications. Users should confirm current yardages and
routing at the course before play.

e Hole and Flagstick Locations: Flag placements change frequently, sometimes daily. Strategic guidance is
based on standard green configurations and does not account for temporary hole locations.

e Course Conditions: Weather, ground firmness, rough length, and green speed may affect the viability of
any recommendations. The guide assumes standard playing conditions unless otherwise noted.

e Player Variables: The guide is tailored to the player's provided handicap, sex, age, shot distances, and on-
course tendencies. However, individual performance is influenced by situational factors including mental
state, fitness, swing variability, and course setup.

e Branding and Endorsement: This guide is independently produced and not affiliated with or endorsed by
any golf course or equipment manufacturer mentioned or its management. All observations and
recommendations reflect the data analysis.

e Pre-round & pre-shot routines: The user of this guide should consult with their physician before beginning
any exercise or fitness routine.

By using this guide, players agree to apply its recommendations at their own discretion and acknowledge the
dynamic nature of real-world course play.
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