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A Blueprint for Conquering 
Hillandale Golf Course 
The architectural legacy, topographical complexity, and agronomic nuances of Hillandale Golf 
Course present a mulƟdimensional challenge that demands precise biomechanical execuƟon, 
psychological resilience, and a deep understanding of staƟsƟcal probabiliƟes. Located at 1600 
Hillandale Rd in Durham, North Carolina, this facility is widely revered as the "Granddaddy of 
Durham-Raleigh Public Golf Courses," represenƟng a living history of American golf course 
architecture. 

Established in 1911 through the philanthropic vision of long-Ɵme Durham resident John Sprunt 
Hill, who transformed a porƟon of his gentleman’s farm into a recreaƟonal facility, the original 
outward nine holes were laid out by the legendary Scoƫsh-born architect Donald Ross. The 
remaining inward nine was later craŌed by Perry Maxwell. In 1960, to accommodate urban 
expansion, the course was relocated and masterfully redesigned by George Cobb, creaƟng the 
current 18-hole regulaƟon par-71 layout (par-72 for women). To ensure sustainable course 
condiƟons for the 56,000 rounds hosted annually, the facility recently underwent a $1 million 
renovaƟon spearheaded by Craig Haltom Golf Design and Oliphant Haltom Golf ConstrucƟon. 
This project modernized the property by adding a 50,000-square-foot expanded driving range, a 
20,000-square-foot puƫng course, five new target greens, and significant upgrades to the golf 
course drainage infrastructure. 

The following report synthesizes topographical data, hazard mapping, agronomic condiƟons, 
and aggregate amateur performance telemetry to provide an exhausƟve, shot-by-shot strategic 
framework for navigaƟng this historic layout. 

Course Information and Topographical Layout 
To formulate a mathemaƟcally sound strategy, one must first analyze the geometric boundaries 
and raƟng parameters of the golf course. The tables below outline the yardages, slope raƟngs, 
and course raƟngs across all teeing grounds for both male and female compeƟtors. 

Men's Course Information (Par 71) 

Tee Color Course RaƟng Slope RaƟng Total Yardage Front Nine (Out) Back Nine (In) 

Blue 69.70 126 6,425 3,198 3,227 
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White 68.20 123 6,026 2,974 3,052 

Gold 64.40 112 5,395 2,665 2,730 

Red 62.80 107 4,823 2,424 2,399 

Light Blue 60.00 88 3,677 1,786 1,891 

 
Ladies' Course Information (Par 72) 

Tee Color Course RaƟng Slope RaƟng Total Yardage Front Nine (Out) Back Nine (In) 

White 73.60 132 6,026 2,974 3,052 

Gold 69.20 122 5,395 2,665 2,730 

Red 67.10 116 4,823 2,424 2,399 

Light Blue 61.20 99 3,677 1,786 1,891 

 
Agronomic Navigation and General Course Strategy 
Success at Hillandale is intrinsically Ɵed to a player's ability to interpret local agronomic 
condiƟons and manage severe spaƟal constraints. The property's defining defensive 
characterisƟcs are its mature tree canopies, aggressive elevaƟon changes, pervasive out-of-
bounds boundaries dictated by the urban envelope, and the complex fricƟon coefficients of its 
turfgrass. 

Decoding Champion Bermuda Greens and Turfgrass Friction 
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The puƫng surfaces at Hillandale feature Champion Bermuda grass, an aggressive, warm-
season turf known for developing a severe horizontal growth paƩern, or "grain," which 
dramaƟcally influences ball deceleraƟon and lateral break. A visual inspecƟon is mandatory 
prior to every puƩ. When the turf appears light and shiny, the blades are growing away from the 
player; puƩs struck "down-grain" will experience significantly less fricƟon, traveling much faster 
and breaking more severely toward the gravitaƟonal fall line. Conversely, a dark, maƩe 
appearance indicates the grass is growing toward the player; these "into-the-grain" puƩs 
require a much firmer strike to overcome the resistance of the grass blades, and the ball will 
hold its line longer against the natural slope. Changing holes on bermudagrass greens requires 
the maintenance staff to carefully align the grain between the plug and the surrounding turf to 
maintain uniform roll characterisƟcs, further emphasizing the importance of reading this 
variable. 

Meteorological and Topographical Management 

Hillandale sits on rolling terrain characterized by sudden, steep verƟcal transiƟons that impact 
ballisƟcs. Physics dictates that trajectory and carry distances must be mathemaƟcally adjusted 
based on elevaƟon. Furthermore, the course is highly suscepƟble to meteorological shiŌs. 
During wet seasons or periods of winter dormancy, the course is known to suffer from drainage 
saturaƟon, resulƟng in "mud pit" condiƟons where fairways yield zero roll-out, forcing the 
course to play significantly longer than the scorecard indicates. Conversely, during the arid 
summer months, the Bermuda fairways bake out, providing substanƟal roll that acƟvely brings 
fairway pinch-points and lateral hazards into play. 

Statistical Avoidance of Penalty Strokes 

StaƟsƟcally, the primary differenƟator between handicap Ɵers is penalty avoidance. Data 
aggregated from millions of amateur rounds via Arccos and Break X Golf telemetry indicates 
that high-handicap players (20+) miss their target off the tee on 33% to 50% of drives, 
accumulaƟng three or more penalty strokes in a quarter of all rounds played. Given Hillandale's 
narrow corridors and ubiquitous out-of-bounds markers bordering local roadways, course 
management dictates that precision supersedes distance. The data strongly suggests that 
players who chase distance aggressively oŌen end up losing fairways and compounding errors; 
hiƫng a controlled fairway wood or hybrid off the tee is oŌen the mathemaƟcally opƟmal play 
to ensure the ball remains in play. 

Statistical Player Profiles and Tee Selection Criteria 
To maximize strategic efficiency, miƟgate unnecessary penalty strokes, and maintain an opƟmal 
pace of play, compeƟtors must select teeing grounds commensurate with their biomechanical 
output. 
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Telemetry Baseline Data by Handicap Index 

The foundaƟon of proper tee selecƟon relies on average driving carry distance and historical 
performance data. The following tables outline the aggregate staƟsƟcs for male and female 
golfers across varying handicap levels. 

Metric / Handicap Index Low Handicap (Scratch - 5) Mid Handicap (10 - 15) High Handicap (20 - 25+) 

Average Driver Distance (Men) 259 - 285 yds 236 - 247 yds 191 - 219 yds 

Average Driver Distance (Ladies) 226 - 252 yds 188 - 199 yds 150 - 178 yds 

Fairways in RegulaƟon (FIR) 49% - 56.5% 47% - 49.3% 42.8% - 46% 

Greens in RegulaƟon (GIR) 46.1% - 56.8% 26.4% - 37.3% 18.7% - 22.4% 

Average PuƩs per Round 31.3 - 32.5 33.9 - 34.8 36.1 - 37.0 

PenalƟes / Mishits per Round 1.0 - 1.6 (1-2% rate) 2.5 - 3.5 (2-3% rate) 4.0 - 6.0+ (3-5% rate) 

Note: High-handicap players experience a significantly elevated rate of mishits, averaging less 
than 5 Greens in RegulaƟon per round, which forces them into mathemaƟcally disadvantageous 
scrambling scenarios 13+ Ɵmes per round. 

Recommended Tee Selection 

The industry-standard algorithm for tee selecƟon uƟlizes the formula: 

 OpƟmal Yardage = Average Drive Distance x 28 

Applying this formula to typical profiles at Hillandale yields the following prescribed 
assignments: 

Low-Handicap Male (Average Drive: 270 yds)  
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 CalculaƟon: 270 x 28 =7,560 yards.  
 RecommendaƟon: Blue Tees (6,425 yds). While the formula suggests a longer layout, 

6,425 yards represents the maximum available. Low-handicap males will find the course 
defense relies enƟrely on tree-lined narrowness and complex greens rather than sheer 
length. 

Mid-Handicap Male (Average Drive: 240 yds) 

 CalculaƟon: 240 x 28 = 6,720 yards. 
 RecommendaƟon: Blue Tees (6,425 yds). While some mid-handicappers may play the 

White Tees (6,026 yds), those seeking a beƩer challenge will find the Blue tees force a 
rigorous test of their long-iron approach play and course management against 
Hillandale's architectural defenses. 

High-Handicap Male (Average Drive: 205 yds) 

 CalculaƟon: 205 x 28 = 5,740 yards. 
 RecommendaƟon: Gold Tees (5,395 yds). This tee miƟgates the puniƟve nature of forced 

carries over waste areas and allows for shorter approach shots, acƟvely enhancing the 
probability of achieving standard bogey or beƩer by reducing compound errors. 

Low-Handicap Female (Average Drive: 230 yds) 

 CalculaƟon: 230 x 28 = 6,440 yards. 
 RecommendaƟon: Blue Tees (6,416 yds). For low-handicap female compeƟtors looking 

for a beƩer challenge that accurately aligns with the standard yardage formula, moving 
back to the Blue tees provides a true championship-level test of ball-striking. 

Mid-Handicap Female (Average Drive: 195 yds) 

 CalculaƟon: 195 x 28 = 5,460 yards. 
 RecommendaƟon: Gold Tees (5,395 yds). This provides perfect mathemaƟcal alignment 

with the formula, allowing mid-Ɵer female compeƟtors to reach greens in regulaƟon 
reliably and avoid excessive uƟlity-wood approaches. 

High-Handicap Female (Average Drive: 155 yds) 

 CalculaƟon: 155 x 28 = 4,340 yards. 
 RecommendaƟon: Light Blue Tees (3,677 yds) or Red Tees (4,823 yds). The Light Blue 

tees significantly reduce the total yardage, removing extreme forced carries and allowing 
players who average shorter distances to enjoy the course layout and avoid extreme 
penalty accumulaƟon. AlternaƟvely, high-handicap females seeking a more robust 
challenge closer to the standard yardage formula may opt for the Red Tees, which offer a 
middle ground between the Light Blue and Gold setups. 
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Course Handicap Calculations and Expected Score Modeling 
The World Handicap System translates a universal Handicap Index into a specific Course 
Handicap based on the difficulty of the selected tees. The formula uƟlized is: 

 Course Handicap = Handicap Index x (Slope RaƟng ÷ 113) + (Course RaƟng – Par) 

Applying this formula to typical profiles at Hillandale yields the following metrics: 

Low-Handicap Male (Index: 3.0) playing Blue Tees (Men) 

 Variables: Slope 126, RaƟng 69.70, Par 71 
 CalculaƟon: 3.0 x (126 ÷ 113) + (69.70 - 71) = 3.345 + (-1.30) = 2.045 
 Course Handicap: 2 
 Expected Score: Scratch to 5-handicap golfers average 74.6 to 79.0 strokes per round 

globally, hiƫng 43% to 51% of greens. Factoring the Course Handicap of 2 and an 
average of 1.5 penalty strokes due to Hillandale's narrow parameters, the expected gross 
score is 74 to 77. 

Mid-Handicap Male (Index: 14.0) playing Blue Tees (Men) 

 Variables: Slope 126, RaƟng 69.70, Par 71 
 CalculaƟon: 14.0 x (126 ÷ 113) + (69.70 - 71) = 15.610 + (-1.30) = 14.31 
 Course Handicap: 14 
 Expected Score: By taking on the challenge of the Blue tees, mid-handicap males will 

face longer approaches. Factoring in Hillandale's out-of-bounds boundaries and an 
expected 2-3 penalty strokes per round, survival relies heavily on elite scrambling. 
Expected gross score: 85 to 90. 

High-Handicap Male (Index: 24.0) playing Gold Tees (Men) 

 Variables: Slope 112, RaƟng 64.40, Par 71 
 CalculaƟon: 24.0 x (112 ÷ 113) + (64.40 - 71) = 23.787 + (-6.60) = 17.187 
 Course Handicap: 17 
 Expected Score: Players in this Ɵer average 95-98 strokes globally, driven by high mishit 

rates and losing nearly 50% of tee shots laterally. By moving forward to the Gold Tees, 
forced carries are eliminated, reducing the penalty accumulaƟon slightly. Expected gross 
score: 92 to 97. 

Low-Handicap Female (Index: 4.0) playing Blue Tees (Ladies) 

 Variables: Slope 134, RaƟng 76.00, Par 72 
 CalculaƟon: 4.0 x (134 ÷ 113) + (76.00 - 72) = 4.743 + 4.00 = 8.743 
 Course Handicap: 9 
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 Expected Score: The Blue tees present a robust length test. Expected gross score of 79 
to 84, relying heavily on fairway wood precision and three-puƩ avoidance on the 
Champion Bermuda to maintain this scoring floor. 

Mid-Handicap Female (Index: 16.0) playing Gold Tees (Ladies) 

 Variables: Slope 122, RaƟng 69.20, Par 72 
 CalculaƟon: 16.0 x (122 ÷ 113) + (69.20 - 72) = 17.274 + (-2.80) = 14.474 
 Course Handicap: 14 
 Expected Score: Expected gross score of 87 to 92, prioriƟzing forward advancement over 

distance chasing to minimize penalty strokes. 

High-Handicap Female (Index: 28.0) playing Red Tees (Ladies) 

 Variables: Slope 117, RaƟng 67.30, Par 72  
 CalculaƟon: 28.0 x (117 ÷ 113) + (67.30 - 72) = 28.99 + (-4.70) = 24.29 
 Course Handicap: 24 
 Expected Score: OpƟng for the Red tees (4,823 yds) presents a sƟffer test with an 

expected gross score of 98 to 105. Success here relies heavily on keeping the ball 
advancing and limiƟng penalty accumulaƟon on longer approaches. 

High-Handicap Female (Index: 28.0) playing Light Blue Tees (Ladies) 

 Variables: Slope 99, RaƟng 61.20, Par 72 
 CalculaƟon: 28.0 x (99 ÷ 113) + (61.20 - 72) = 24.530 + (-10.80) = 13.73 
 Course Handicap: 14 
 Expected Score: The drasƟcally reduced yardage (3,677 yds) fundamentally changes the 

difficulty matrix. Expected gross score: 95 to 102, with scoring largely dependent on 
chipping and puƫng efficiency. 

Comprehensive Hole-by-Hole Strategy Guide 
The following secƟon provides a granular, stroke-by-stroke tacƟcal breakdown for every hole at 
Hillandale, mathemaƟcally engineered for the disƟnct biomechanical profiles of Low-, Mid-, and 
High-Handicap players. 

Hole 1: Par 4 (Handicap Index 16/13) 

Dogleg leŌ at 150 yds from hole. Trees line the leŌ side enƟrely. Bunkers front-right and behind 
green. Blue: 350, White: 330, Gold: 310, Red: 295, Light Blue: 205. 

Commencing the round, this modest 350-yard Par 4 serves as a gentle architectural handshake. 
The psychological design philosophy emphasizes rhythm over sheer power. The primary 
objecƟve is establishing a preferred approach angle by avoiding the leŌ tree line. 
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Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Long Iron or UƟlity Wood off the tee; Gap Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Driver is mathemaƟcally unnecessary and introduces unforced errors. 

Strike a 220-yard uƟlity club to the right-center of the Bermuda fairway, staying enƟrely 
clear of the leŌ-side tree line. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: A full swing with a highly loŌed wedge from 100-120 yards. 
Impart maximum spin to control trajectory and hold the puƫng surface. 

 Greenside play: Pitching from the leŌ rough requires a high, soŌ trajectory to land 
safely, acƟvely avoiding the front-right sand trap. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: The Champion Bermuda speed is immediately apparent. Keep 
the approach below the hole; downhill, down-grain puƩs here are extremely fricƟonless 
and prone to three-puƩs. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Fairway Wood or Hybrid; 9-iron or Pitching Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus purely on tempo. Aim right-center. The dogleg leŌ severely 

punishes pulled shots, forcing a punch-out scenario. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the geographic center of the green complex. Ignore 

front-right pin placements, which are designed to bait players into the bunker. 
 Greenside play: If missed, miss short and leŌ to leave a straighƞorward bump-and-run 

up the longitudinal axis of the green. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Read the grain carefully. Observe the sheen of the grass (shiny 

vs. dark) to determine speed before execuƟng the stroke. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Given a typical 190–210-yard driving distance, a driver is perfectly 

safe. Aim straight down the middle, ignoring the dogleg geometry enƟrely. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Execute a smooth 7- or 8-iron. Do not decelerate; make solid 

contact to clear the fairway approach zone. 
 Greenside play: If resƟng in the front-right bunker, ensure the clubface remains open, 

lower the center of gravity, and uƟlize the bounce of the sand wedge to escape in one 
stroke. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Focus exclusively on lag puƫng. A two-puƩ is the primary 
objecƟve; prioriƟze pace over line. 

Hole 2: Par 5 (Handicap Index 9) 
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Trees and a creek run the enƟre right side. Two bunkers guard front-leŌ and front-right. Blue: 
510, White: 480, Gold: 440, Red: 360, Light Blue: 260. 

The second hole dramaƟcally introduces the course's topographical challenges. The fairway is 
bordered aggressively on the right by a creek and dense Ɵmber, penalizing the common 
amateur slice. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Fairway Wood or Long Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Maximize swing speed. A power fade starƟng leŌ-center and moving 

to the right-center uƟlizes the fairway roll, bringing the green into reach in two strokes 
during arid summer condiƟons. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: If within 230 yards, aƩack the green. The surface lacks severe 
Ɵering, welcoming low-trajectory shots that run up between the guarding bunkers. 

 Greenside play: If laid up, execute a standard 50-yard pitch uƟlizing the bounce of a 56-
degree wedge to clip the ball cleanly from the Bermuda turf without digging. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: An "easy green to puƩ." Plumb-bob or use the feet to feel subtle 
breaks, but expect relaƟvely straight lines. Eagle is a disƟnct staƟsƟcal possibility. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-iron layup; Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Favor the leŌ side off the tee to keep the right-side creek enƟrely out 

of play. A pulled shot leŌ is infinitely preferable to a slice right into the hazard. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up to a preferred wedge yardage (e.g., 100 yards). Do not 

aƩempt a heroic 3-wood off the deck from an uneven lie. 
 Greenside play: From 100 yards, a full wedge shot will easily clear the front bunkers. 

Ensure a complete follow-through to prevent a chunked shot into the sand. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Trust the intended line and strike firmly. The lack of severe 

contouring makes this a prime birdie opportunity if the wedge shot is precise. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Hybrid or 7-iron layup; Short Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim acƟvely leŌ. The right-side creek is a magneƟc hazard for the 

high-handicap slice. Tee the ball slightly higher to promote a sweeping draw. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Advance the ball linearly. Two consecuƟve 7-irons cover the 

distance more reliably than topping a fairway wood. 
 Greenside play: If short of the bunkers in three, employ a loŌed wedge. Focus on 

striking the back of the ball cleanly before brushing the turf. 
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 Puƫng consideraƟons: Treat this as a 3-puƩ avoidance drill. Ascertain the fall line and 
execute the lag puƩ smoothly to secure a bogey or net-par. 

Hole 3: Par 4 (Handicap Index 1) 

Slight 10-degree dogleg leŌ. Trees leŌ and right to 150 yds. Road runs enƟre leŌ side. Large 
bunker front-leŌ. Blue: 425, White: 390, Gold: 342, Red: 300, Light Blue: 200. 

Ranked as the second most difficult hole on the golf course, this robust Par 4 demands a 
synthesis of maximum distance and extreme accuracy. The out-of-bounds road looming on the 
leŌ applies severe psychological pressure on the tee shot and approach. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-to-Short Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A straight, penetraƟng drive is mandatory to dissect the tree lines. 

Avoid trying to cut the corner, as the OB road leŌ is unforgiving. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: With the road looming leŌ and a bunker front-leŌ, the 

mathemaƟcally safe target is the middle-right quadrant of the green, regardless of pin 
placement. 

 Greenside play: Missing right leaves a standard pitch, whereas missing leŌ flirts with 
penalty strokes. UƟlize a low-loŌed club to bump the ball from the right fringe. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: The psychological pressure of the hazard oŌen results in tense 
puƫng strokes. Maintain a loose grip pressure and commit to the read. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver or 3-Wood; Mid-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: If the driver has been erraƟc, sacrifice distance for a 3-wood. Keeping 

the ball between the tree corridors is paramount to avoid horizontal punch-out 
scenarios. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: Aim exclusively at the right half of the puƫng surface. A shot 
hit slightly thin will sƟll run up safely through the open right-front sector. 

 Greenside play: From the right rough, uƟlize an 8-iron or 9-iron to execute a low, 
running chip, leƫng it track like a puƩ across the fringe. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Do not let the difficulty of the hole force an overly aggressive 
birdie puƩ. Secure the two-puƩ par or bogey and move on. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Most reliable teeing club (e.g., 5-Wood); 7-iron; Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Play this funcƟonally as a Par 5. Hit a fairway finder to ensure the ball 

advances past the iniƟal tree chute without crossing the OB line. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: Do not force a long iron into this heavily guarded green. Lay up 
to the 50-yard marker. 

 Greenside play: A simple half-wedge pitch onto the center of the surface removes the 
front-leŌ bunker and the leŌ-side road from the equaƟon. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Two puƩs for a net-par or bogey is an excellent staƟsƟcal result 
on the #1 handicap index hole. 

Hole 4: Par 3 (Handicap Index 15) 

Trees both sides. Out-of-bounds strictly hugs the right. Bunkers front-right and rear-leŌ. 
DecepƟvely sloped green. Blue: 165, White: 151, Gold: 130, Red: 115, Light Blue: 111. 

This Par 3 provides a rigorous visual and psychological test. The defining hazard is the pervasive 
out-of-bounds boundary Ɵghtly hugging the right perimeter. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Mid-to-Short Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Evaluate the wind above the tree canopy meƟculously. Gusts moving 

laterally can effortlessly push a well-struck iron into the penalty zones. Aim leŌ of the pin 
uncondiƟonally. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: Ensure a steep angle of descent. The decepƟvely sloped green 
requires a soŌ landing to prevent releasing laterally toward the right-side OB 
boundaries. 

 Greenside play: If bailed out leŌ, the chip is relaƟvely straighƞorward. Use a 56-degree 
wedge to carry the fringe and release to the hole. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Map the slope carefully. The visual inƟmidaƟon of the right side 
oŌen creates an opƟcal illusion regarding the true gravitaƟonal break. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Mid-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The local maxim is "play toward the leŌ side." Select a club that 

comfortably reaches the back-leŌ quadrant to eliminate the front-right bunker. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Swing smoothly. The tendency is to steer the ball away from 

the OB, which oŌen results in an open clubface and a weak fade that driŌs right into 
trouble. 

 Greenside play: If situated in the rear-leŌ bunker, splash the ball out soŌly, allowing the 
green's natural slope to feed the ball toward the center. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Respect the severe break. Allow for 1 to 2 feet of horizontal 
movement depending on pin placement. 

High-Handicap Strategy 
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 Club to use: Hybrid or Fairway Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim completely at the leŌ edge of the green complex or even the leŌ 

rough. The right side is mathemaƟcally disastrous for a high-handicap player. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Focus on solid contact rather than target fixaƟon. 
 Greenside play: From the safe leŌ bailout zone, use a puƫng stroke with a hybrid or 7-

iron to bump the ball safely onto the surface. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Lag the first puƩ close. Three-puƫng from 40 feet is infinitely 

preferable to hiƫng a tee shot out of bounds. 

Hole 5: Par 4 (Handicap Index 17) 

Tree-lined. Fairway bunker right (70 yds out). Green bunker front-right. Elevated, blind green. 
Large elm tree leŌ (60 yds out). Blue: 333, White: 315, Gold: 300, Red: 288, Light Blue: 222. 

StaƟsƟcally the easiest hole on the course, this short Par 4 presents a unique visual dilemma. 
The green complex is enƟrely hidden from the tee, situated at an elevated topographical point, 
guarded directly by a mature elm tree. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driving Iron or 3-Wood off tee; Lob Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A 220-yard tee shot to the right-center fairway enƟrely avoids the elm 

tree on the leŌ, establishing the perfect angle of aƩack. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: "Hit it high and let it fly." Calculate the yardage, add 3-5 yards 

for the elevaƟon, and execute a full, aggressive lob wedge, opening the face slightly to 
clear the arboreal hazard and land verƟcally. 

 Greenside play: Missing short leaves a blind, awkward pitch up a steep embankment. 
Ensure adequate carry distance on the approach. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Once on the surface, the green is manageable. Read the 
Champion Bermuda grain based on sun exposure on the elevated surface. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Hybrid off tee; Pitching or Gap Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Avoid the driver to prevent running through the fairway into the 70-

yard right-side bunker. A 200-yard shot is strategically perfect. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Open the clubface slightly to ensure adequate trajectory over 

the elm tree hazard. Do not aƩempt a low, driving wedge. 
 Greenside play: If blocked by the elm aŌer an errant tee shot, punch a low running shot 

out to the right fringe to salvage a scrambling opportunity. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Pay close aƩenƟon to the slope; the elevated green drains 

quickly and can feature subtle, fast breaks. 
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High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; 8- or 9-iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Hit the driver straight. Even a slight miss leaves a manageable 

distance on this 18th handicap hole given the short overall yardage. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Take an extra club (e.g., 8-iron instead of 9-iron) to guarantee 

clearance of both the elm tree and the topographical elevaƟon. 
 Greenside play: Use a loŌed club to negoƟate the embankment if the approach falls 

short. Keep the lower body quiet during the chip. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: The primary challenge was the approach; the puƫng surface 

itself is generally recepƟve to standard two-puƩ strategies. 

Hole 6: Par 4 (Handicap Index 5) 

Sweeping right. Trees wrap right side and behind green. Fairway bunker leŌ. Two green bunkers 
front/front-right. Aggressive back-to-front pitched green. Blue: 425, White: 375, Gold: 350, Red: 
322, Light Blue: 254. 

Returning to a formidable length, this Par 4 thoroughly tests sustained ball-striking. The primary 
architectural feature is the heavily pitched puƫng surface, creaƟng a severe gravitaƟonal pull 
toward the fairway. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Precision Short Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A power fade starƟng up the leŌ side and returning to the center is 

the opƟmal aerodynamic flight path to navigate the sweeping right dogleg. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Absolute distance control is mandatory. The cardinal rule is 

"stay below the pin." Calculate the yardage precisely to leave an uphill puƩ. 
 Greenside play: Missing long is disastrous. If long, use a high-loŌed wedge and extreme 

spin to stop the ball on the downhill gradient. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Downhill puƩs on this fricƟonless surface will accelerate rapidly. 

Tap the ball gently and let gravity dictate the pace; three-puƩs are highly prevalent from 
above the hole. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim leŌ-center to avoid the trees lining the right side. The fairway 

bunker on the leŌ requires a 220+ yard carry, so plan alignment accordingly. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: IntenƟonally club down. Hiƫng the ball to the front fringe is 

vastly superior to hiƫng the back fringe and facing a terrifying downhill puƩ. 
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 Greenside play: Chipping uphill from the front fringe allows the player to be aggressive 
and strike the ball firmly without fear of it running away. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Read the slope carefully. An uphill puƩ requires a firm, confident 
stroke through the ball to avoid deceleraƟng before the cup. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Fairway Wood or Hybrid layup. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the ball in play. The sweeping right dogleg can exacerbate a 

natural slice, so align the stance slightly leŌ of the target. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up short of the front greenside bunkers. This eliminates the 

risk of blading a shot over the green into the rear trees. 
 Greenside play: Execute a standard pitch shot to the front third of the green. Do not get 

cute with pin-seeking. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Focus solely on lagging the first puƩ into a 3-foot radius. The 

aggressive back-to-front pitch will severely punish a puƩ hit too firmly. 

Hole 7: Par 3 (Handicap Index 11) 

Large bunker front-center, two pot bunkers sides. Prominent hillside bordering leŌ side. 
Topographical funneling. Blue: 180, White: 165, Gold: 155, Red: 145, Light Blue: 119. 

This mid-length Par 3 is a standout architectural feature and the site of remarkably frequent 
hole-in-one achievements, owing largely to its unique topographical funneling from the leŌ 
embankment. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Mid-to-Short Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: UƟlize the architectural earthworks. Aim specifically at the leŌ hillside 

and hit a controlled draw to "bank" the ball down the slope toward the pin. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Trust the terrain to kill forward momentum. Do not aim directly 

at right-side pins, which unnecessarily brings the right pot bunker into play. 
 Greenside play: If the ball hangs up on the leŌ hill, an awkward downhill, side-hill chip is 

required. Play the ball back in the stance and chop down steeply. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: The funneling effect means puƩs will generally break toward the 

center of the green from the perimeter edges. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Mid-Iron or Hybrid. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim firmly at the leŌ hillside. This is a rare instance where acƟvely 

trying to miss the green (leŌ) is the staƟsƟcally prescribed strategy. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: Commit to the swing. Do not decelerate for fear of the front-
center bunker. 

 Greenside play: If the ball successfully cascades down the hill, you will likely be puƫng. 
If in the front bunker, ensure a full follow-through to clear the steep lip. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: The green features subtle breaks influenced by the surrounding 
hillside. Read the puƩ from both sides to confirm the fall line. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Hybrid or Fairway Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Tee the ball up slightly higher and aim at the leŌ embankment. Let 

gravity and the slope do the heavy liŌing. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: A smooth, sweeping swing is necessary. Avoid trying to "liŌ" 

the ball into the air; let the club's loŌ perform its funcƟon. 
 Greenside play: Missing right leaves an awkward uphill pitch directly against the natural 

slope, requiring a firm strike with a pitching wedge to bump it onto the surface. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Lag puƫng is essenƟal. Navigate the funneling terrain to leave a 

stress-free tap-in for bogey or par. 

Hole 8: Par 4 (Handicap Index 7) 

Doglegs leŌ 35 degrees at 170 yds out. Massive waste area bisects fairway 70 yds to 30 yds in 
front of green. Convex, turtleback green. Blue: 410, White: 383, Gold: 288, Red: 281, Light Blue: 
220. 

This hole requires immense tacƟcal restraint off the tee and extreme precision on the approach 
due to the convex, Donald Ross-style turtleback green complex that radically slopes away from 
the center toward the perimeter edges. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Fairway Wood or Long Iron off tee; Short Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: TacƟcal restraint is required. Strike a 220-yard shot to the corner of 

the dogleg. Hiƫng driver risks running through the fairway into the bisecƟng waste area. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: This is a "make it or break it" scenario. The convex green 

demands a highly spun, towering short iron aimed strictly at the geometric center of the 
surface to hold the turf. 

 Greenside play: If the ball cascades off the turtleback edges, uƟlize a low-loŌed club to 
bump-and-run the ball up the steep collecƟon area, rather than risking a delicate flop 
shot. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: PuƩs originaƟng from the center of the green will be downhill 
toward the edges. Touch and pace control are paramount. 



 

16 

COURSE STRATEGIST | GOLF COURSE INTEL 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Hybrid off tee; Mid-Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Play to the 150-yard marker. Ensure the tee shot remains well short 

of the waste area. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Hiƫng a low, running shot will inevitably result in the ball 

cascading off the sides. Focus on hiƫng down on the ball to generate maximum 
backspin. 

 Greenside play: A highly complex up-and-down awaits any missed green. Keep the 
wrists sƟff and use a puƫng moƟon with an 8-iron from the collecƟon areas to 
guarantee contact. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: The convex shape means breaks are severe near the perimeter. 
Try to keep the ball center-cut to minimize extreme curves. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron layup; Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: For players driving under 200 yards, the driver is safe to hit, 

establishing a solid posiƟon before the waste area. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play this strategically as a Par 5. Lay up short of the waste area 

if the carry distance is in doubt, then pitch safely over the hazard onto the green. 
 Greenside play: From the collecƟon zones, do not try to flop the ball. Use a hybrid and a 

puƫng stroke to navigate the steep shoulders of the green safely. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: A two-puƩ from the perimeter of this green is a significant 

achievement. Focus heavily on speed to avoid rolling off the opposite side. 

Hole 9: Par 4 (Handicap Index 3) 

A wide waste area sits directly in front of the tee boxes, ending 250 yards from the green (a 150-
yard carry from the Blue tees). 40-foot verƟcal elevaƟon gain to the puƫng surface. Blue: 400, 
White: 385, Gold: 350, Red: 318, Light Blue: 195. 

Concluding the outward nine, this 400-yard Par 4 provides one of the most rigorous 
physiological and mathemaƟcal challenges of the enƟre round. While the carry over the waste 
area is modest, the second shot is severely uphill, requiring the golfer to negoƟate a massive 
verƟcal elevaƟon gain of approximately 40 feet from the fairway to the puƫng surface. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-to-Short Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The 150-yard carry over the waste area from the Blue tees is trivial 

for this Ɵer. A 270-yard drive will easily clear the hazard and leave a highly manageable 
approach up the massive hill. Find the specific landing zone to opƟmize the visual angle. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: In the physics of golf ball ballisƟcs, a 40-foot ascent 
mathemaƟcally equates to adding roughly 13 to 15 yards to the true playing distance. 
Take an extra club and strike it flush to avoid an aerodynamic stall. 

 Greenside play: Shots landing short will stall abruptly and tumble back down the fairway 
slope. If this occurs, play the subsequent pitch well past the hole to ensure surface 
acquisiƟon. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: An uphill approach usually leaves an uphill puƩ. Strike the ball 
aggressively to counter the slope and the Champion Bermuda grain. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The carry from the White tees is only 135 yards. Do not be 

inƟmidated by the waste area. Make a smooth, complete shoulder turn to ensure you 
find the fairway rather than over-swinging. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: "Take an extra club to be safe" is the mandated strategy here. A 
shot struck perfectly to the exact pin yardage will inevitably end up short due to the 
verƟcal ascent. 

 Greenside play: Chipping up the steep embankment requires an open stance, an open 
clubface, and a strict commitment to acceleraƟng through the turf. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Read the puƩ from the side to truly gauge the severity of the 
slope before addressing the ball. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Fairway Wood; Pitching Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: From the Gold or Red tees, the carry over the waste area is minimal 

(68-100 yards). Focus purely on solid contact to advance the ball well past the hazard 
and establish a posiƟon at the base of the hill. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: Accept that reaching in two is mathemaƟcally improbable due 
to the 40-foot elevaƟon gain. Lay up to a comfortable 50–75-yard distance at the base of 
the final elevaƟon to set up a clean pitch. 

 Greenside play: Execute a half-wedge shot, ensuring the ball lands well onto the puƫng 
surface to avoid rolling back down the treacherous false front. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: The hole is mentally taxing and has a reputaƟon for "haƟng" 
golfers. Take a deep breath upon reaching the surface and focus on execuƟng a smooth, 
tension-free puƫng stroke. 

Hole 10: Par 4 (Handicap Index 4) 
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StaƟsƟcally most difficult hole on the inward nine. Requires length. The landing zone is relaƟvely 
wide, but an OB road sits well to the leŌ. Large bunker front-right. Blue: 425, White: 400, Gold: 
360, Red: 267, Light Blue: 224. 

The inward nine iniƟates with a robust test of length. While the fairway offers a generous and 
relaƟvely wide landing zone, an out-of-bounds road looms well to the leŌ, punishing severe 
pulls or snap hooks. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-to-Long Iron (Fairway Wood for Female compeƟtors). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: With a wider landing area, players can aggressively uƟlize the driver. 

A power fade starƟng up the leŌ-center safely moves away from the OB road on the leŌ 
while maximizing distance into the generous fairway. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: With a longer approach remaining, aim for the center-leŌ of 
the green to enƟrely bypass the large front-right trap. 

 Greenside play: Missing leŌ leaves a straighƞorward chip. Missing right into the bunker 
requires a delicate explosion shot to a potenƟally downhill pin. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: The green speed is consistent with the outward nine. Rely on 
reading the shiny/dark grain of the Champion Bermuda to dictate pace. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Long Iron or Hybrid; Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: At 425 yards from the Blue tees, hit your driver with confidence into 

the generous fairway. Aim right-center to completely eliminate the OB road well to the 
leŌ from the equaƟon. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: AccepƟng a longer approach, focus on advancing the ball 
securely to the front fringe rather than aƩacking tucked pins. 

 Greenside play: If short, uƟlize a 9-iron to bump-and-run the ball onto the puƫng 
surface, maintaining a low, predictable trajectory. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Do not rush the read. IdenƟfy the high point of the break and 
lag the ball to a tap-in distance. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron; Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The wider fairway is forgiving for this Ɵer. Hit your driver, but bias 

your alignment toward the right side. The only major danger off the tee is the OB road 
far leŌ, so guard against the pull. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: Hit a 7-iron to the 75-yard marker, avoiding the greenside 
bunker enƟrely. 
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 Greenside play: A straighƞorward pitch shot. Keep the weight on the lead foot to ensure 
crisp contact and avoid skulling the ball. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Two-puƫng for a bogey is a significant staƟsƟcal victory on this 
demanding index hole. 

Hole 11: Par 4 (Handicap Index 6) 

Prime scoring opportunity. Creek at 110 yds out. Abandoned green leŌ (50 yds out) with two 
bunkers. Blue: 392, White: 379, Gold: 360, Red: 312, Light Blue: 199. 

Widely regarded by the local demographic as an excellent "birdie hole," the layout is highly 
straighƞorward with minimal architectural decepƟon, offering a respite from the course's 
typical rigor. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: An aggressive drive successfully avoiding the perimeter boundaries 

leaves a short flip wedge into a highly recepƟve green. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Pin-seeking is heavily encouraged here. The green accepts spin 

excepƟonally well. AƩack the flag directly. 
 Greenside play: The primary defense is the abandoned green area 50 yards out leŌ; 

avoiding this is simple with a well-struck approach. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Aggressive puƫng is warranted. The lines are generally true with 

minimal contouring. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Short Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A solid drive will easily clear the fairway creek situated 110 yards 

from the green. Aim dead center. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Fire at the middle of the green. The recepƟve surface will hold 

the ball securely even with a lower trajectory. 
 Greenside play: If pulled leŌ toward the abandoned green and bunkers, take your 

medicine and pitch safely onto the correct surface without aƩempƟng a risky hero shot. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Capitalize on this scoring opportunity by commiƫng fully to the 

intended line and acceleraƟng the puƩer head. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Ensure the drive carries far enough to avoid rolling out into the creek 

110 yards from the green. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: Hit an 8-iron or 9-iron directly at the center of the puƫng 
surface. The lack of visual decepƟon makes distance control considerably easier. 

 Greenside play: From the fringe, use a puƩer. The turf is short enough to allow the ball 
to roll smoothly onto the green without geƫng snagged. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Focus on securing a par or easy bogey. Read the grain to 
determine the appropriate pace. 

Hole 12: Par 4 (Handicap Index 12) 

Elevated tee. Visual decepƟon. Road immediately behind green. Heavily contoured surface. Blue: 
347, White: 332, Gold: 240, Red: 230, Light Blue: 226. 

A masterpiece of visual decepƟon and psychological pressure. Played from an elevated tee box, 
the hole appears excepƟonally wide open, short, and downhill, offering the compelling illusion 
of an effortless par. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driving Iron or 3-Wood; Short Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aerodynamic drag from prevailing westerly winds makes it play 

longer than it looks. Hit a penetraƟng sƟnger to keep the ball under the wind. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Do not decelerate. The road immediately behind the green is 

visually inƟmidaƟng, but a commiƩed, descending strike is required to control the ball 
on the heavily contoured surface. 

 Greenside play: Missing short into the front bunkers is preferable to flying the green into 
the OB road. Ensure a steep angle of aƩack in the sand. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Being out of posiƟon relaƟve to the pin almost guarantees a 
three-puƩ. MeƟculously calculate the severe ridges and breaks. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver or Fairway Wood; Mid-Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim straight down the center, heavily guarded by trees leŌ and right. 

Trust your alignment, not the opƟcal illusions presented by the elevaƟon. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: The "weirdly inƟmidaƟng" approach causes many to leave the 

ball short out of fear. Take an extra club, grip down slightly, and swing confidently. 
 Greenside play: If short, use a loŌed wedge to clear the front bunkers and land the ball 

soŌly on the correct Ɵer. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Defensive puƫng is required. Lag the ball to the fat side of the 

cup to let the contours feed it toward the hole. 

High-Handicap Strategy 
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 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron; Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Ignore the wind dynamics and focus purely on a balanced swing. The 

downhill slope will inherently assist with distance. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up short of the front bunkers if the visual pressure of the 

looming road is too high. 
 Greenside play: Pitch the ball cleanly onto the center of the green from the safe layup 

zone. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Accept that a three-puƩ is a disƟnct possibility on this 

undulaƟng surface. Focus heavily on pace control to avoid sending the ball off a ridge. 

Hole 13: Par 4 (Handicap Index 2) 

Sub-400 yards. Fairway pinch-points. Single bunker leŌ fairway (185 yds out). Blue: 368, White: 
350, Gold: 320, Red: 292, Light Blue: 210. 

Because the yardage is firmly sub-400, the architectural defense relies heavily on severe fairway 
pinch-points rather than sheer distance. PosiƟonal awareness is criƟcal. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driving Iron or Hybrid; Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Work backward from the green. If the preferred wedge distance is 

100 yards, and the hole is 368 yards, hit exactly a 268-yard tee shot. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: From the opƟmal wedge distance, uƟlize the scoring club to 

aƩack the pin aggressively and impart maximum spin. 
 Greenside play: The solitary fairway bunker 185 yards out is essenƟally out of play for 

this profile. Greenside scrambling is standard. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Read the Champion Bermuda grain closely. Shiny grass indicates 

a fast puƩ; stroke it gently and let the turf dictate the roll. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Fairway Wood; Short Iron approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Avoid the driver to bypass the architectural defense of the fairway 

pinch-points. A 220-yard shot leaves a highly manageable 130-yard approach. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Focus purely on tempo. Hit an 8-iron or 9-iron to the center of 

the green, ignoring tucked pins. 
 Greenside play: Standard chipping techniques apply. Keep the hands ahead of the 

clubhead at impact to ensure a descending blow. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Trust the iniƟal read. Second-guessing the break on these 

relaƟvely straighƞorward greens oŌen leads to pushed or pulled puƩs. 
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High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Hit the driver. A 190–200-yard drive will safely stay short of the 

severe fairway pinch-points while advancing the ball adequately. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Execute a 7-iron or 6-iron approach. Aim for the widest part of 

the green complex to maximize the margin for error. 
 Greenside play: If missing leŌ or right, use a bump-and-run technique with a lower-

loŌed club to roll the ball onto the surface predictably. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Ensure the puƩer blade accelerates through the ball to combat 

the heavy fricƟon of "into-the-grain" puƩs. 

Hole 14: Par 5 (Handicap Index 18) 

Tantalizing risk-reward. Uphill blind drive. Greenside traps front/front-right. Blue: 440, White: 
420, Gold: 360, Red: 313, Light Blue: 304. 

At a mere 440 yards from the Blue tees, this is a highly accessible and tantalizing Par 5 that 
provides a quintessenƟal high-leverage risk-reward scenario. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Long Iron or Hybrid approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A well-placed drive up the blind elevaƟon offers a legiƟmate 

opportunity to reach the green in two. Aim center-right to opƟmize the angle. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: The aggressive go-for-it strategy requires a long iron that lands 

soŌly, carefully avoiding the front and front-right traps. 
 Greenside play: If the approach misses, rely on elite short-game touch from the 

Bermuda rough to get up and down for birdie. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: A highly accessible green. Commit to the line for an eagle or a 

stress-free two-puƩ birdie. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron layup; Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Respect the fairway geometry. A disciplined drive to the center is 

required; any errant shot introduces the risk of compounding errors. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: The mandated strategy is a layup to the 80-yard marker. Do not 

aƩempt to hit a 3-wood off an uneven lie to reach in two. 
 Greenside play: From 80 yards, uƟlize a full, aggressive wedge swing to impart maximum 

backspin, stopping the ball quickly on the surface. 
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 Puƫng consideraƟons: A prime scoring opportunity. Ensure the speed is correct to 
capture the birdie and gain strokes on the field. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Two Mid-Iron layups. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus on making solid contact on the uphill blind drive. Trust the 

alignment over visual cues. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Advance the ball systemaƟcally. Hit a 7-iron, followed by 

another 7-iron, leaving a short, highly controllable pitch to the green. 
 Greenside play: Pitch over the front traps with a lob or sand wedge. Do not try to pick 

the ball clean; take a slight divot to ensure spin. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Lag the first puƩ close. Avoid the compounding errors and 

three-puƩs that frequently turn a short Par 5 into an 8. 

Hole 15: Par 3 (Handicap Index 10) 

Longest Par 3. Tree-lined leŌ. False fronts, severe run-offs. Two large bunkers front-center/front-
right. Blue: 192, White: 175, Gold: 155, Red: 125, Light Blue: 125. 

As the longest Par 3 on the course, this hole demands extreme respect. Its status as the 4th 
easiest handicap hole on the inward nine is an extreme staƟsƟcal rarity for a Par 3, highlighƟng 
its difficulty. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Long Iron or UƟlity Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A 192-yard shot must be struck perfectly. StaƟsƟcal strategy dictates 

aiming strictly for the geometric center of the green, regardless of where the pin is 
located. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: (Tee shot covers approach). Ensure a high trajectory to land the 
ball soŌly, neutralizing the architectural defense of the aggressive false fronts. 

 Greenside play: The complex aggressively rejects poorly struck shots. If thin or fat, the 
ball will cascade down the run-offs, requiring a highly technical, high-spin pitch to 
recover. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: A two-puƩ par here is an excellent score that consistently gains 
strokes on the field. Play defensively and respect the slopes. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Hybrid or 5-Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Do not let ego dictate club selecƟon. Take a club with enough loŌ and 

carry distance to safely clear the front-center and front-right bunkers. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: (Tee shot covers approach). Aim slightly leŌ-center to avoid the 
heavy bunkering on the right side. 

 Greenside play: If caught in the severe run-offs, use a puƩer from off the green if the 
turf allows, or a bump-and-run 8-iron. Do not aƩempt a high-risk flop shot. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Determine the fall line immediately. PuƩs will break away from 
the center toward the false fronts. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver or 3-Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: For players struggling with distance, treat this funcƟonally as a short 

Par 4. Advance the ball to the front fringe or safe collecƟon area. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: (N/A) 
 Greenside play: Pitch the ball cleanly onto the center of the green, acƟvely avoiding the 

deep front bunkers. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Focus purely on distance control to navigate the severe internal 

contours and secure a bogey. 

Hole 16: Par 4 (Handicap Index 14) 

Straight, narrow downhill run. Single large bunker directly in front of green. Road runs enƟre leŌ 
side. Blue: 380, White: 353, Gold: 345, Red: 335, Light Blue: 251. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driving Iron or 3-Wood; Wedge approach. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The downhill nature allows for clubbing down off the tee. A 240-yard 

uƟlity wood down the center easily avoids the OB road on the leŌ. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: A precision wedge shot over the front bunker. Use the downhill 

lie to trap the ball, generaƟng a lower, spinning trajectory. 
 Greenside play: Missing long is a low-probability error, but requires a delicate downhill 

chip back toward the hole. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: The green is manageable. Read the grain and strike confidently. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver or Fairway Wood; Short Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim right-center. The road on the leŌ is out of bounds and exerts 

heavy psychological pressure that oŌen ruins swings. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Ensure sufficient loŌ to clear the large front bunker. An 8-iron 

struck purely will hold the green. 
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 Greenside play: If in the front bunker, take a wide stance, lower the center of gravity, 
and splash the ball out aggressively with the sand wedge. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Look for the shiny/dark contrast in the Champion Bermuda grass 
to dictate the necessary puƫng force. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Hit the driver straight. The downhill slope provides bonus yardage. 

Keep the ball enƟrely away from the leŌ boundary. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up short of the front bunker if clearance is mathemaƟcally 

quesƟonable. 
 Greenside play: A simple chip over the trap from the fairway is infinitely easier than 

escaping the deep sand. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Standard lag puƫng. Focus on a smooth, pendulum stroke. 

Hole 17: Par 3 (Handicap Index 8) 

Robust 190 yards. Wide waste area/creek ends ~80 yds before green. Two large bunkers leŌ and 
right. 98-meter cumulaƟve elevaƟon ascent factors heavily here. Blue: 190, White: 170, Gold: 
160, Red: 150, Light Blue: 74. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Long Iron or UƟlity Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Physical faƟgue is a major factor late in the round. Taking an extra 

club and employing a smooth, three-quarter swing is the mathemaƟcally proven 
strategy to ensure the required carry distance over the waste area without risking a 
swing plane breakdown. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: (Tee shot). The precision carry must split the leŌ and right 
bunkers. 

 Greenside play: Missing laterally into the bunkers requires excellent sand technique to 
save par. Ensure the club face stays open through impact. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: A challenging green. Commit to the line and ensure adequate 
pace to hold the break. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Hybrid or Fairway Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Players frequently leave this shot short due to physical exhausƟon 

and a failure to shiŌ weight aggressively through the impact zone. Club up significantly 
(e.g., 5-wood instead of hybrid). 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: (Tee shot). Aim for the center, ignoring pin placements tucked 
near the bunkers. 

 Greenside play: If short, pitch the ball firmly up the approach area onto the puƫng 
surface. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Do not let physical faƟgue result in a lazy puƫng stroke. 
Maintain a rigid lead wrist. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: For a 190–200-yard driver distance profile, this hole requires a full, 

commiƩed driver swing to carry the hazard and reach the surface from the back or 
middle tees. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: (Tee shot). Focus on a complete backswing and follow-through. 
 Greenside play: If the ball fails to carry the full distance but clears the hazard, use a 

wedge to bump the ball onto the green. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: Focus heavily on the speed. A three-puƩ late in the round can 

derail a personal best score. 

Hole 18: Par 5 (Handicap Index 16) 

Closing hole sweeping gradually leŌ. Doglegs at 200 yds and 50 yds from green. Green guarded 
by two bunkers leŌ and right. Blue: 493, White: 473, Gold: 430, Red: 375, Light Blue: 278. 

The closing hole offers a highly dramaƟc and strategic conclusion to the rouƟng, featuring 
beauƟfully sculpted Bermuda grass fairways and complex dogleg parameters. 

Low-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Fairway Wood; Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Navigate the iniƟal dogleg carefully. A controlled draw starƟng at the 

right tree line and turning back to center provides the opƟmal angle. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: If in posiƟon, a fairway wood can reach the green in two, 

offering a dramaƟc eagle opportunity. 
 Greenside play: If laying up, target the 100-yard marker. Hit a highly spun wedge 

between the leŌ and right bunkers. 
 Puƫng consideraƟons: The final navigaƟon of the Champion Bermuda grain. Determine 

the shiny/dark gradient to secure a closing par or birdie in front of the gallery. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Mid-Iron; Wedge. 
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 Tee Shot Strategy: Hit a solid drive to the center. Do not aƩempt to cut the dogleg over 
the trees. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: The mandated, staƟsƟcally sound strategy is a disciplined lay-
up to the 100-yard marker. Avoid the 50-yard dogleg pinch point. 

 Greenside play: A full wedge from 100 yards allows the player to bypass the greenside 
bunkers and drop the ball verƟcally onto the surface. 

 Puƫng consideraƟons: Take a moment to read the puƩ from mulƟple angles. Finish the 
round with a commiƩed, confident stroke. 

High-Handicap Strategy 

 Club to use: Driver; Hybrid; Mid-Iron; Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the ball in play. The sweeping nature of the hole requires 

staying centered to avoid tree trouble. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play this strictly as a three-shot (or four-shot) hole. Advance 

the ball to the widest parts of the fairway. 
 Greenside play: Pitch onto the green, acƟvely aiming away from the bunkers. Use the 

bounce of the wedge to avoid chunking the Bermuda turf. 

Puƫng consideraƟons: Execute a solid two-puƩ to close the round. Trust the speed and respect 
the architectural beauty of the 18th green.   
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Disclaimer 

This strategy guide is based on publicly available informaƟon and player-provided data as of the publicaƟon date. 
While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of yardages, tee locaƟons, and strategic insights, golf 
course condiƟons are inherently variable and beyond the author's control.  

 Course Layout and Yardages: Tee configuraƟons, hole distances, and rouƟng may vary due to course 
maintenance, renovaƟons, or event-specific modificaƟons. Users should confirm current yardages and 
rouƟng at the course before play.  

 Hole and FlagsƟck LocaƟons: Flag placements change frequently, someƟmes daily. Strategic guidance is 
based on standard green configuraƟons and does not account for temporary hole locaƟons.  

 Course CondiƟons: Weather, ground firmness, rough length, and green speed may affect the viability of 
any recommendaƟons. The guide assumes standard playing condiƟons unless otherwise noted.  

 Player Variables: The guide is tailored to the player's provided handicap, sex, age, shot distances, and on-
course tendencies. However, individual performance is influenced by situaƟonal factors including mental 
state, fitness, swing variability, and course setup.  

 Branding and Endorsement: This guide is independently produced and not affiliated with or endorsed by 
any golf course or equipment manufacturer menƟoned or its management. All observaƟons and 
recommendaƟons reflect the data analysis.  

 Pre-round & pre-shot rouƟnes: The user of this guide should consult with their physician before beginning 
any exercise or fitness rouƟne. 

By using this guide, players agree to apply its recommendaƟons at their own discreƟon and acknowledge the 
dynamic nature of real-world course play. 

 


