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Analysis and Architectural
Blueprint: Muirfield Village
Golf Club

1. Architectural Ethos, Historical Context, and Design
Philosophy

Founded in 1974 by golf legend Jack Nicklaus, Muirfield Village Golf Club in Dublin, Ohio, stands
as a defining achievement of modern parkland golf architecture. Situated on 220 acres of
dramatic, rolling terrain located just northwest of Columbus, the course was explicitly
envisioned to serve as a world-class test for touring professionals while providing an
unparalleled amphitheater experience for spectators. The club's nomenclature pays direct
homage to Muirfield in Scotland, the historic venue where Nicklaus secured his first British
Open victory in 1966, thereby completing his first career Grand Slam.

Since officially opening with an exhibition match on Memorial Day in 1974 - where Nicklaus shot
a 66 to establish a course record that held until 1979 - Muirfield Village has cemented its status
within the upper echelon of global golf. It has served as the permanent host of the PGA Tour’s
Memorial Tournament since 1976 and remains one of the few venues to have hosted the Ryder
Cup (1987), the U.S. Amateur Championship (1992), the Solheim Cup (1998), and the U.S. Junior
Amateur.

The defining architectural characteristic of Muirfield Village is its relentless demand for
precision, specifically tailored to favor players possessing high ball flights and a controlled left-
to-right power fade off the tee - the hallmark of Nicklaus's own playing style. Between 2020 and
2021, the course underwent a comprehensive, two-phase renovation spearheaded by Nicklaus
and his design team to modernize the layout against the advancements in contemporary golf
equipment. This sweeping structural overhaul involved the rebuilding of all 18 green complexes,
the strategic lengthening of the par-3 eighth, par-5 eleventh, and par-5 fifteenth holes with new
back teeing grounds, and the introduction of fortified penal rough areas. Additional
topographical refinements improved the walkability of the back nine by filling valleys and
eliminating blind shots on the tenth and thirteenth holes, ensuring the architectural narrative
remains visible from the teeing grounds.

2. Agronomic Foundation and Playing Conditions
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The agronomic conditions at Muirfield Village heavily dictate strategic decision-making,
transforming minor physical miscalculations into severe mathematical penalties. The facility is
meticulously maintained to pristine tournament standards, utilizing an elite, uniform bentgrass
profile across its greens, collars, approaches, and tees.

Precision Turfgrass Management

The 5,000-square-foot greens are constructed with advanced bentgrass varietals (including
Triple Seven and Penn G-6 for shade tolerance) and are maintained at an exceptionally tight
mowing height of 0.090 inches. This micro-management routinely results in stimpmeter
readings exceeding 11, extending to 12 or 13 under tournament conditions. Crucially, the
putting surfaces are supported by a subterranean SubAir aeration and moisture removal system.
This subsurface climate control mechanism continuously extracts moisture from the root zone,
ensuring the putting surfaces remain remarkably firm. Consequently, the greens actively repel
approach shots that lack professional-grade spin rates, steep trajectories, and precise angles of
descent.

The Penalty of the Rough

Off the 0.350-inch bentgrass fairways - which average a narrow 30 to 33.9 yards in width -
players are confronted by a formidable 3.75 to 4-inch rough. This dense barrier is engineered
from a punishing mixture of Kentucky bluegrass, ryegrass, and fescue. Unlike standard municipal
rough, this thick canopy acts as a severe penalty area, physically grabbing the hosel of the club
during the downswing. This dynamic dramatically reduces ball spin and trajectory control,
making scrambling to small, elevated greens from missed fairways exceptionally difficult. With
water hazards coming into play on 11 of the 18 holes and 71 strategically placed, steep-faced
bunkers protecting landing zones and green complexes, the agronomy actively defends the
architectural integrity of the golf course against overpowering distance.

3. Statistical Player Profiles and Analytical Baselines

Course management at Muirfield Village requires a rigid, objective understanding of player
capabilities, devoid of aspirational bias. Extensive telemetry data encompassing over 25 million
rounds tracks the stark deviations in ball-striking metrics across handicap levels. The data
explicitly indicates that skill, rather than age, acts as the primary driver of both distance and
accuracy. To preserve the pacing of play and experience the golf course as intended, players
must analyze their statistical baselines.

Quantitative Handicap Archetypes

e Low-Handicap Male (Index: 2.0 to Scratch): Averages 275 yards in total driving distance.
Achieves approximately 52% of Greens in Regulation (GIR), equating to 9-10 greens per
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round. Keeps tee shots in play 88% of the time, averages 29-30 putts per round, and
limits penalty strokes to under 0.5 per round.

e Mid-Handicap Male (Index: 14.2 - USGA Average): Averages 224-226 yards off the tee.
Secures a GIR rate of 23-32%, translating to a mere 4-5 greens per round. Averages 33-
35 putts per round and routinely faces 1-2 penalty strokes due to errant tee shots and
mishits into water hazards.

e High-Handicap Male (Index: 28.0+): Averages 200 yards with the driver. Averages fewer
than 2 GIR per round (under 15%), suffers from severe accuracy dispersion off the tee,
and takes 36-38 putts per round while incurring 3 or more penalty strokes.

¢ Low-Handicap Female (Index: 3.0): Averages 229-230 yards in total driving distance.
Achieves a GIR rate comparable to male low-handicaps (approx. 50%), heavily relying on
fairway woods and hybrids for approach shot precision.

e Mid-Handicap Female (Index: 18.0): Averages 178-180 yards off the tee. Hits 3-4 greens
in regulation per round, experiencing a mathematical decrease in proximity to the hole
due to lower swing speeds.

e High-Handicap Female (Index: 32.0): Averages 150 yards off the tee. Rarely hits greens
in regulation on par 4s and par 5s, leaning entirely on greenside scrambling and
averaging over 38 putts per round.

4. Tee Box Recommendations and Course Handicap
Calculations

Applying the standard architectural metric for scaling a golf course - where optimal course
length roughly equals the player's average driving distance multiplied by 28 - yields the
following objective tee box recommendations for Muirfield Village. Over-extending the course
length mathematically eliminates the possibility of reaching greens in regulation for amateur
players, directly contravening the strategic design of the routing.

Optimal Course Length and Tee Selection

Player Profile Avg Driver Ideal Course Length Recommended Actual Tee Course Rating /
Distance (Driver x 28) Tee Box Yardage Slope
Male Low- 275 yards 7,700 yards Memorial 7,569 yards 77.4 /155
Handicap
Male Mid- 225 yards 6,300 yards White 6,430 yards 72.1/144
Handicap
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Male High-
Handicap

Female Low-
Handicap

Female Mid-
Handicap

Female High-

Handicap

Note: The Red tees at Muirfield Village measure 5,341 yards. High-handicap female players will

200 yards

230 yards

180 yards

150 yards

5,600 yards

6,440 yards

5,040 yards

4,200 yards

Grey 5,677 yards
White 6,430 yards
Red 5,341 yards
Red 5,341 yards

69.0 / 135

78.6 / 154

73.2 /132

73.2 /132

face a course playing roughly 1,100 yards longer than their statistical ideal, requiring heavy

reliance on fairway woods and wedges to navigate the terrain.

Course Handicap and Expected Score Projections

To accurately project performance, the United States Golf Association (USGA) Course Handicap

formula must be applied:

e Course Handicap = Handicap Index x (Slope Rating + 113) + (Course Rating — Par)

The expected Course Handicaps (CH) for these profiles at Muirfield Village (Par 72) are

calculated below, incorporating the statistical probability of penalty strokes (water hazards on
11 holes) and the high probability of three-putts on the 11+ stimpmeter greens.

Player Profile

Male Low

Male Mid

Male High

Female Low

Female Mid

Index

2.0

14.2

28.0

3.0

18.0

Selected Tee

Memorial (77.4 / 155)

White (72.1/ 144)

Grey (69.0 / 135)

White (78.6 / 154)

Red (73.2/ 132)

Formula Application

2.0 x (155 + 113) + (77.4 - 72)

14.2 x (144 = 113) + (72.1- 72)

28.0 x (135 + 113) + (69.0 - 72)

3.0x (154 + 113) + (78.6 - 72)

18.0 x (132 + 113) + (73.2 - 72)

Calculated

18

30

11

22

Expected

79 -82

91-95

104 - 108

82-85

95-98
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Female High 32.0 Red (73.2/ 132) 32.0x (132 113) +(73.2- 72) 39 112-118

The expected scores natively factor in the extreme difficulty of the 4-inch Kentucky Bluegrass
rough. Mid and high-handicappers lose an average of 1.5 to 3 strokes directly to penalty
hazards, a factor severely exacerbated by Muirfield’s water-guarded green complexes.

5. General Strategy Tips

Before addressing the specific routing, the empirical data and architectural design of Muirfield
Village suggest several unyielding strategic imperatives that govern success:

1. Prioritize the "Below the Hole" Rule: Muirfield Village is renowned globally as a strict
"second-shot golf course". The heavily contoured, firm bentgrass greens will severely punish
players who miss long or leave themselves downhill putts. A 30-foot uphill putt is
mathematically far more likely to result in a two-putt than a 10-foot downhill putt from
above the hole.

2. Sacrifice Distance for Fairway Width (FIR over Distance): Hitting out of the 4-inch Kentucky
Bluegrass rough prevents cleanly struck irons, introducing unpredictable "flyers" for low
handicappers and total club deceleration for high handicappers. For a mid-handicap player,
sacrificing 20 yards off the tee by using a 3-wood to secure the 33-yard-wide fairways
significantly increases GIR probability. The data confirms that hitting greens in regulation is
the single most predictive stat for lowering scores and avoiding double bogeys.

3. Accept Short Approaches: Analytical data indicates that 15-handicap golfers leave up to 37%
of their approach shots short of the green. Given the 71 deep bunkers predominantly
guarding the fronts and sides of Muirfield's greens, taking an extra club is mathematically
advised unless a water hazard looms aggressively long.

4. Manage Putting Expectations: From outside 30 feet, make percentages for all handicap
categories converge to a negligible figure under 4.5%. The singular objective on Muirfield's
lightning-fast greens (stimping at 11 to 13) is lag-putting precision to within a 3-foot radius.
Trying to hole a 40-foot putt will frequently result in a 6-foot comeback putt, increasing the
risk of three-putts.

5. Utilize the 0.275" Collars: When missing the green, utilizing the tightly mowed 0.275-inch
bentgrass collars to putt the ball from off the surface (the "Texas wedge") rather than
attempting high-risk, high-lofted flop shots is the most mathematically viable method for
amateurs to minimize catastrophic errors.

6. A Blueprint for Conquering Muirfield Village
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The following is an exhaustive, shot-by-shot strategic breakdown for all 18 holes at Muirfield
Village. The analysis details precise club selection, risk mitigation, and execution tailored to the
three primary skill profiles, relying on the statistical distance averages defined previously (Low:
275y, Mid: 225y, High: 200y).

Hole 1
Par 4 | Index 13 | Length: Mem 490 / White 400 / Grey 353 / Red 315

The opening hole presents a welcoming but strategically demanding right-to-left fairway heavily
protected by bunkering on both sides. The approach plays into a complex green with subtle
breaks.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 490 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver with a slight draw to challenge the right fairway bunkers. A 275-yard
drive leaves 215 yards.

e Approach Shot: 4-iron or 5-iron. The priority is trajectory control into a firm, SubAir-
regulated green.

e Greenside/Putting: Keep the ball strictly below the pin. Downhill putts on this opening
green regularly roll past the hole.

Mid-Handicap (White - 400 yds)

e Tee Shot: 3-Wood or Driver. Aiming center-right mitigates the risk of snap-hooking into
the thicker left rough. A 225-yard drive leaves 175 yards.

e Approach Shot: 5-iron or 6-iron. Aim for the center of the 5,000-square-foot green. Do
not chase tucked pins.

e Greenside/Putting: Use a putter from the fringe if short. Prioritize lag putting to
guarantee a two-putt.

High-Handicap (Grey - 353 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. The primary goal is advancing the ball 200 yards past the initial trouble,
leaving 153 yards.

e Approach Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron. Aim for the front edge to ensure a clean lie on the
0.275-inch bentgrass approach if the ball runs short.

e Greenside/Putting: Missing in the 4-inch rough requires a sand wedge; hit down
aggressively to pop the ball out.

Hole 2

Par 4 | Index 5 | Length: Mem 459 / White 391 / Grey 355 / Red 309
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A demanding, narrow par 4 requiring precision off the tee to a fairway flanked by dense
vegetation, a meandering creek, and penal rough.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 459 yds)

e Tee Shot: A power fade with the driver is ideal here to hold the fairway contours. A 275-
yard drive leaves 184 yards.

e Approach Shot: 7-iron or 6-iron. The green is well-guarded by deep Nicklaus-style
bunkering.

e Greenside/Putting: Utilize the tight collars to spin the ball if chipping. Read the green's
subtle pull toward the water.

Mid-Handicap (White - 391 yds)

e Tee Shot: 3-Wood or Hybrid. The 33-yard fairway is too narrow to risk a driver if
dispersion is wide. A 200-yard safety shot leaves 191 yards.

e Approach Shot: 4-Hybrid or 5-iron. Play to the open side of the green.

e Greenside/Putting: If in the rough, use a wedge to pitch back to the fairway if blocked.
Play this as a three-shot hole to eliminate double bogeys.

High-Handicap (Grey - 355 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver, focused purely on solid contact down the middle. A 200-yard drive
leaves 155 yards.

e Approach Shot: 5-iron or Hybrid. Aim away from the deep bunkers.

e Greenside/Putting: Bump-and-run with an 8-iron from the fairway cut. Ensure the ball
clears the fringe before rolling out.

Hole 3
Par 4 | Index 9 | Length: Mem 392 / White 370 / Grey 324 / Red 270

A shorter par 4 that tempts aggression but punishes wayward drives with strategic water left of
the green and intricate bunkering.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 392 yds)

e Tee Shot: 3-Wood or long iron (230-240 yards) to the widest part of the fairway. Distance
is less critical than angle of approach, leaving approximately 150 yards.

e Approach Shot: 9-iron or wedge. Aggressive flag hunting is permissible here, utilizing the
high spin rates of a well-struck approach.

e Greenside/Putting: Putts from below the hole can be struck firmly to negate the break.

Mid-Handicap (White - 370 yds)



COURSE STRATEGIST | MUIRFIELD VILLAGE GOLF CLUB

e Tee Shot: Driver is safe here, provided the player avoids the left side. A 225-yard drive
leaves 145 yards.

e Approach Shot: 7-iron or 8-iron. Play to the middle-right of the green, as the water
hazard on the left invites penalty strokes.

e Greenside/Putting: A two-putt par is an excellent score. Lag the first putt to the high side
of the hole.

High-Handicap (Grey - 324 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves just 124 yards.

e Approach Shot: 8-iron or 9-iron. Over-swinging leads to mishits; a smooth swing aiming
right of the green center is required.

e Greenside/Putting: Avoid the left-side water at all costs. Two-putt for bogey if necessary.

Hole 4
Par 3 | Index 17 | Length: Mem 210 / White 170 / Grey 140 / Red 132

The first of the par 3s, playing slightly downhill but requiring a forced carry over severe
bunkering to a heavily undulating green.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 210 yds)

e Tee Shot: 4-iron or 5-iron depending on the wind. Must carry the front bunkers while
maintaining enough trajectory to stop on the firm bentgrass.

e Greenside/Putting: The green is compartmentalized. Hitting into the wrong section
guarantees a defensive two-putt attempt.

Mid-Handicap (White - 170 yds)

e Tee Shot: 5-iron or 6-iron. Players leaving 37% of approaches short must club up to avoid
the deep front bunkers.

e Greenside/Putting: If missed short, the 0.275-inch bentgrass collars allow for a putter to
be used from off the green.

High-Handicap (Grey - 140 yds)

e Tee Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron. Focus on carrying the front hazards; if the ball runs to the back
fringe, it remains a manageable play.

e Greenside/Putting: Focus entirely on pace. Hitting a putt too hard will send it off the
opposite side of the green.

Hole 5
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Par 5 | Index 1 | Length: Mem 547 / White 497 / Grey 470 / Red 421 The most difficult hole on
the front nine. The 2020 renovation added new rough areas, tightening the landing zones. A
winding creek heavily dictates the strategy.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 547 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A precise fade is necessary to navigate the dogleg and avoid the newly
fortified rough areas. A 275-yard drive leaves 272 yards.

e Approach Shot: Layup with a 5-iron to the 80-yard wedge zone. Going for the green in
two is incredibly high risk due to the creek.

e Greenside/Putting: Wedge approaches must not be left above the hole. A downhill putt
on this green easily leads to a three-putt bogey.

Mid-Handicap (White - 497 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. Finding the fairway is paramount. A 225-yard drive leaves 272 yards.

e Approach Shot: Strict layup with a 6-iron (160 yards) to leave approximately 112 yards.
Do not attempt to clear the creek from the 4-inch bluegrass rough.

e Greenside/Putting: Pitching wedge to the center of the green. Two-putt for par.

High-Handicap (Grey - 470 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 270 yards.
e Approach Shot: 5-wood or Hybrid (150 yards) to leave a 120-yard approach.
e Greenside/Putting: 9-iron to the front edge. Avoid the deep greenside bunkers.

Hole 6
Par 4 | Index 7 | Length: Mem 455 / White 381 / Grey 347 / Red 328

A challenging par 4 that requires a well-placed tee shot to access a heavily guarded green with
trees left and water right.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 455 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 275-yard drive leaves 180 yards.

e Approach Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron to the center-left of the green, utilizing the natural slope
to feed the ball toward the hole.

e Greenside/Putting: Read the break carefully, as the water hazard right dictates the
primary slope of the putting surface.

Mid-Handicap (White - 381 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver or 3-Wood. Avoid the right side, which features severe contouring. A
225-yard drive leaves 156 yards.



COURSE STRATEGIST | MUIRFIELD VILLAGE GOLF CLUB

e Approach Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron. Missing left results in difficult bunker shots. Aiming for
the center approach area allows a straightforward par attempt.

e Greenside/Putting: Firm greens require delicate bunker play. If in the sand, open the
clubface and accelerate through the ball.

High-Handicap (Grey - 347 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 147 yards.

e Approach Shot: 5-iron or 6-iron. The statistical probability of hitting the green is low
(under 15%); aim short and straight.

e Greenside/Putting: High handicappers must ensure they explode the sand properly from
bunkers, as picking the ball clean results in rocketing over the green into the water.

Hole 7
Par 5 | Index 3 | Length: Mem 582 / White 523 / Grey 492 / Red 492

A genuine three-shot par 5 for the vast majority of players, featuring dense tree lines, cross-
bunkering, and a demanding approach.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 582 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver is the universal play here. Distance is highly rewarded, provided the ball
stays within the 33-yard fairway parameters. A 275-yard drive leaves 307 yards.

e Approach Shot: Layup with a 4-iron or hybrid (210 yards) to leave a 97-yard gap wedge
approach.

e Greenside/Putting: The green is relatively small (approx. 5,000 sq ft). Wedges need high
trajectory to stop quickly on the SubAir-dried surface.

Mid-Handicap (White - 523 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 225-yard drive leaves 298 yards.

e Approach Shot: Lay-up with a hybrid (180 yards) to leave a 118-yard approach. Avoiding
the fairway bunkers on the second shot is critical.

e Greenside/Putting: Pitching wedge to the center. Respect the speed of downhill putts,
which can easily roll 6-8 feet past the hole.

High-Handicap (Grey - 492 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 292 yards.

e Approach Shot: Two sequential 7-irons (140 yards each) will perfectly navigate the
fairway hazards, leaving a short chip.

e Greenside/Putting: Keep the ball low when chipping. Utilize the 0.275-inch fairways to
bump-and-run onto the green.

10
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Hole 8

Par 3 | Index 15 | Length: Mem 200 / White 155 / Grey 135 / Red 118 Extended during the 2020
renovation with new back tees, this par 3 demands a precise carry to a tiered green heavily
guarded by sand.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 200 yds)

e Tee Shot: 5-iron or 6-iron from the Memorial tees. Distance control is paramount to
access the correct tier.

e Greenside/Putting: Navigating the tiers on this green is the primary challenge. A two-
putt from the wrong tier is exceptionally difficult.

Mid-Handicap (White - 155 yds)

e Tee Shot: 7-iron or 8-iron. Center of the green is the only logical target. Do not fire at
tucked pins.

e Greenside/Putting: If caught in the deep front bunkers, take enough sand to ensure the
ball clears the steep lip, accepting a bogey over a double.

High-Handicap (Grey - 135 yds)

e Tee Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron. Ensure clean contact to carry the hazards.
e Greenside/Putting: If on the wrong tier, focus entirely on lagging the ball close to the
hole. The "below the hole" philosophy is paramount.

Hole 9
Par 4 | Index 11 | Length: Mem 417 / White 370 / Grey 308 / Red 308

An uphill dogleg right closing the outward nine, requiring a heavily shaped tee shot and an
exacting approach to a steeply pitched green.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 417 yds)

e Tee Shot: Power fade with the driver perfectly matches the hole shape. A 275-yard drive
leaves 142 yards.

e Approach Shot: 9-iron or Wedge. The elevated green requires an extra half-club to
compensate for the slope.

e Greenside/Putting: Severe slopes from back to front. Any shot past the hole leaves a
defensive, severely breaking putt.

Mid-Handicap (White - 370 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver aimed down the left-center of the fairway to account for natural slicing
tendencies. A 225-yard drive leaves 145 yards.

11
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e Approach Shot: 7-iron or 8-iron. Must club up. Leaving the ball short results in a blind,
uphill pitch from tight bentgrass.

e Greenside/Putting: If short, use a low-lofted club to bump the ball into the hill, killing its
speed before it reaches the putting surface.

High-Handicap (Grey - 308 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver or 3-Wood. A 200-yard drive leaves 108 yards.

e Approach Shot: Pitching wedge or 9-iron. Ensure the ball clears the false front of the
green.

e Greenside/Putting: Two-putt focus. Do not leave the first putt short on the uphill grade.

Hole 10

Par 4 | Index 6 | Length: Mem 472 / White 403 / Grey 370 / Red 370 Redesigned to eliminate
blind shots by filling valleys, this robust par 4 begins the inward nine with a stern, visually
intimidating test.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 472 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. The visual intimidation has been reduced post-renovation, allowing for
more confident, aggressive swings. A 275-yard drive leaves 197 yards.

e Approach Shot: 5-iron or 6-iron to a well-bunkered green. Accuracy is strictly required.

e Greenside/Putting: Green complexes are subtle but fast. Rely on caddie knowledge or
detailed yardage books for micro-breaks.

Mid-Handicap (White - 403 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. Maximize distance while holding the fairway. A 225-yard drive leaves
178 yards.

e Approach Shot: 4-iron, 5-iron, or Hybrid. Due to the length, mid-handicappers will
struggle to hit this green in regulation (expecting less than a 10% hit rate with long
irons).

e Greenside/Putting: A bump-and-run up the newly smoothed approaches is highly
effective for saving par or bogey.

High-Handicap (Grey - 370 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 170 yards.

e Approach Shot: 5-Wood or Hybrid. Aim for the open areas short of the green to avoid
the bunkers.

e Greenside/Putting: Texas wedge (putter) from the closely mown approach area is safer
than a wedge.

12
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Hole 11

Par 5 | Index 2 | Length: Mem 588 / White 494 / Grey 427 / Red 427 A sprawling par 5
lengthened with new back tees and steep slopes to the tees eliminated for better flow. A creek
bisects the fairway, dictating the second shot.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 588 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A booming drive is required to consider reaching in two. A 275-yard
drive leaves 313 yards (forcing a layup).

e Approach Shot: 4-iron layup to leave a 100-yard wedge. The risk-reward of going for it is
heavily skewed by the water.

e Greenside/Putting: The green sits at an angle and is highly receptive to properly spun
wedges.

Mid-Handicap (White - 494 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver, focusing entirely on avoiding the creek. A 225-yard drive leaves 269
yards.

e Approach Shot: Strict layup with a 6-iron or 7-iron to leave a 100-yard wedge shot.
Attempting to hit a 3-wood off the deck for high handicappers often results in topped
shots or catastrophic water penalties.

e Greenside/Putting: Putting requires a keen read of the subtle SubAir-maintained breaks.

High-Handicap (Grey - 427 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 227 yards.

e Approach Shot: Layup with a 7-iron (140 yards) leaves an 87-yard pitch over the water.

e Greenside/Putting: Ensure the wedge shot is struck cleanly. Deceleration leads to water
balls.

Hole 12
Par 3 | Index 16 | Length: Mem 180 / White 150 / Grey 97 / Red 97

Iconic and visually stunning, this par 3 features a green wrapped around a water hazard. It is
heavily influenced by swirling winds.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 180 yds)

e Tee Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron. Aim directly for the center-left, avoiding the water short and
right.
e Greenside/Putting: Putts toward the water are exceptionally fast.

Mid-Handicap (White - 150 yds)
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e Tee Shot: 7-iron or 8-iron. Do not aim at the flag. Aim for the back-left quadrant. Taking
the water entirely out of play is the only way to avoid the 1.5 average penalty strokes per
round incurred by mid-handicappers.

e Greenside/Putting: If bailed out left, the player faces a treacherous downbhill chip toward
the water.

High-Handicap (Grey - 97 yds)

e Tee Shot: 9-iron or Pitching Wedge. Focus purely on elevating the ball over the hazard.
e Greenside/Putting: High handicappers should use a putter from off the green on the left
side to negate the risk of a bladed wedge shooting across the green into the pond.

Hole 13

Par 4 | Index 14 | Length: Mem 455 / White 370 / Grey 324 / Red 324 With blind shots
eliminated in the redesign, this hole provides a clear visual of the demands: a precise drive and
an accurate approach to a narrow green.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 455 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. The wider visual field allows for aggressive swings. A 275-yard drive
leaves 180 yards.

e Approach Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron, taking dead aim if the pin is accessible.

e Greenside/Putting: The flat, fast bentgrass approaches allow for immense creativity
using high-lofted wedges.

Mid-Handicap (White - 370 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 225-yard drive leaves 145 yards.

e Approach Shot: 7-iron or 8-iron. The green is heavily protected by bunkers. Missing long
is a severe mistake, leading to a downhill chip.

e Greenside/Putting: Putting from off the green remains the mathematically safest choice
for amateurs to secure a two-putt bogey or par.

High-Handicap (Grey - 324 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 124 yards.

e Approach Shot: 8-iron or 9-iron. Aim for the center-front.

e Greenside/Putting: Avoid the deep sand traps; prioritize getting onto the putting surface
in three.

Hole 14
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Par 4 | Index 12 | Length: Mem 360 / White 322 / Grey 270 / Red 258 A short, tantalizing par 4.
Carries have been shortened to improve playability, but a creek runs the length of the hole and
fronts the green.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 360 yds)

e Tee Shot: Long iron or hybrid for positional play. A 220-yard layup leaves 140 yards and a
perfect angle.

e Approach Shot: Short iron or pitching wedge. Spin control is critical to hold the narrow
green.

e Greenside/Putting: This green is arguably one of the most undulated on the course.
Staying below the hole is not just a recommendation; it is a rigid requirement to avoid a
three-putt.

Mid-Handicap (White - 322 yds)

e Tee Shot: Hybrid or long iron (200 yards). Do not use the driver; the fairway narrows
significantly and the risk of water is absolute. Leaves 122 yards.

e Approach Shot: 9-iron or Pitching Wedge. Distance control is the sole metric of success
here.

e Greenside/Putting: Lag putt carefully. A three-putt is common if on the wrong tier.

High-Handicap (Grey - 270 yds)

e Tee Shot: Hybrid or 5-wood. Keep the ball safely in the short grass, leaving 100-120
yards.

e Approach Shot: Wedge. Do not decelerate over the water.

e Greenside/Putting: Accept a two-putt. Do not get overly aggressive on birdie or par
attempts.

Hole 15

Par 5 | Index 4 | Length: Mem 561 / White 493 / Grey 440 / Red 400 Lengthened with new back
tees in 2020, the final par 5 offers a dramatic risk-reward scenario involving a creek that fronts
the entire green complex.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 561 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver, requiring maximum distance to bring the green into reach. A 275-yard
drive leaves 286 yards.

e Approach Shot: Layup with a 4-iron or 5-iron to the 100-yard mark. Going for the green
requires a perfectly struck 3-wood that must stop rapidly on the 5,000 sq ft surface.

e Greenside/Putting: The firm, SubAir greens will reject low, running pitches, demanding a
properly struck, high-trajectory approach.
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Mid-Handicap (White - 493 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver, favoring the side of the fairway opposite the predominant hazards. A
225-yard drive leaves 268 yards.

e Approach Shot: Mandatory layup with a 6-iron or 7-iron. Position the ball 90-110 yards
out.

e Greenside/Putting: The third shot is a high-pressure wedge over water. Strike the ball
cleanly, favoring the back half of the green.

High-Handicap (Grey - 440 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 240 yards.

e Approach Shot: 7-iron layup leaves 100 yards.

e Greenside/Putting: Avoid the water at all costs. A bogey here is a highly acceptable
score.

Hole 16

Par 3 | Index 18 | Length: Mem 218 / White 155 / Grey 133 / Red 97 A demanding, long par 3
over water. The surrounding topography has been softened, but the penalty for a missed shot
remains incredibly high.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 218 yds)

e Tee Shot: 4-iron or 3-iron. Aiming for the center of the green is mandatory. The margin
for error is razor-thin.
e Greenside/Putting: Putts are generally fast and break toward the water hazard.

Mid-Handicap (White - 155 yds)

e Tee Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron. Bail out to the right side of the green if the pin is tucked left
near the water.

e Greenside/Putting: Complex bunkering catches errant bail-outs to the right. Exploding
from these bunkers onto a green sloping toward water requires immense nerve and an
open clubface.

High-Handicap (Grey - 133 yds)

e Tee Shot: Hybrid or 5-wood. If the carry over water is intimidating, intentionally bailing
out to the designated safe zone short-right is the mathematically strategic play to
preserve the round.

e Greenside/Putting: Chip on and two-putt for bogey.

Hole 17

Par 4 | Index 10 | Length: Mem 503 / White 383 / Grey 340 / Red 340

16



COURSE STRATEGIST | MUIRFIELD VILLAGE GOLF CLUB

A brutally long and narrow par 4, characterized by thick tree lines and deep, penal rough.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 503 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. Power and accuracy are equally tested. A 275-yard drive leaves a

daunting 228 yards.
e Approach Shot: 3-iron, 4-iron, or Hybrid. A long, precise shot is required to reach the

putting surface.
e Greenside/Putting: The green is well-defended by sand. Two-putting from anywhere on

this surface is a victory.
Mid-Handicap (White - 383 yds)
e Tee Shot: Driver. Finding the 33-yard fairway is critical. If the ball enters the 4-inch
Kentucky Bluegrass, players must hack out sideways. A 225-yard drive leaves 158 yards.
e Approach Shot: 6-iron or 7-iron. Because 15-handicaps hit less than 32% of greens in
regulation, playing to the safest side of the green is essential.

e Greenside/Putting: Lag putting is crucial. Do not try to force a birdie putt and risk a
three-putt bogey.

High-Handicap (Grey - 340 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 140 yards.

e Approach Shot: 7-iron or 8-iron. Play this as a three-shot hole if in the rough.

e Greenside/Putting: Chip close and rely on a one-putt for par, but accept bogey as the
standard.

Hole 18
Par 4 | Index 8 | Length: Mem 480 / White 403 / Grey 352 / Red 335

The iconic closing hole is a sharp dogleg right climbing aggressively uphill to a heavily bunkered,
amphitheater green complex.

Low-Handicap (Memorial - 480 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver with a massive power fade. Cutting the corner offers a massive
advantage but risks finding the deep bunkers at the dogleg's elbow. A 275-yard drive
leaves 205 uphill yards.

e Approach Shot: 4-iron or 5-iron. The severe uphill approach requires an extra club, and
the firm bentgrass demands a high launch angle to stop the ball.

e Greenside/Putting: The 18th green is notoriously slick, rolling easily at a 12 on the
stimpmeter. Putts from above the hole require little more than a tap to cascade down
the slope.
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Mid-Handicap (White - 403 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver aimed explicitly left-center. Avoid the right-side bunkers at all costs;
escaping them and reaching the green in regulation is near impossible for amateurs. A
225-yard drive leaves 178 uphill yards.

e Approach Shot: 4-Hybrid or 5-iron. Aim for the front edge of the green. Over-clubbing
slightly is acceptable if it clears the front bunkers.

e Greenside/Putting: Stay below the hole. A three-putt on the 18th is the most common
mathematical outcome for mid-handicappers attempting to attack front pins.

High-Handicap (Grey - 352 yds)

e Tee Shot: Driver. A 200-yard drive leaves 152 uphill yards.

e Approach Shot: 5-Hybrid or 6-iron. Focus purely on advancing the ball past the deep
front sand traps.

e Greenside/Putting: Chip conservatively to the center of the green, two-putt, and
conclude the round by minimizing damage.

7. Advanced Greenside Scrambling and Putting Dynamics

Evaluating expected performance at Muirfield Village requires acknowledging the harsh
statistical realities of putting and scrambling on tour-level agronomic conditions. While amateur
golfers frequently lament missed opportunities, telemetry data reveals that from 30 feet and
beyond, make percentages for scratch golfers (4.3%) and 20-handicappers (1.9%) are marginally
different. The true skill divider on the fast, contoured bentgrass greens of Muirfield Village is lag
putting and distance control.

Because the SubAir systems actively pull moisture from the putting surfaces, the greens exhibit
minimal footprinting and roll exceptionally true. However, this extreme firmness severely
reduces the friction required to stop a poorly executed chip shot out of the 3.75-inch rough. For
mid and high-handicap players, who mathematically miss between 13 and 16 greens in
regulation per round, scrambling becomes the dominant, round-defining activity.

When missing the green, utilizing the tightly mowed 0.275-inch collars to putt the ball rather
than attempting high-risk flop shots is the most mathematically viable method for minimizing
double-bogeys. Professional-level trajectory control is required to spin the ball out of Muirfield's
deep, revetted-style bunkering, making bunker avoidance the absolute primary objective for
amateur course management.
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8. Final Analytical Conclusions

Conquering Muirfield Village Golf Club requires a profound respect for the uncompromising
architectural principles Jack Nicklaus embedded into the property. It is definitively not a golf
course that can be overpowered by erratic, inaccurate length; rather, it systematically rewards
disciplined course management, trajectory control, and hyper-aware positional golf.

The integration of 4-inch Kentucky Bluegrass rough alongside 33-yard fairways creates a
stringent, compounding penalty for lateral misses, directly amplifying the supreme value of
Fairways in Regulation (FIR). Furthermore, the tour-level firmness of the SubAir-supported
bentgrass greens ensures that approaches played from the rough will lack the necessary spin to
hold the putting surface, perpetually compounding initial errors into massive numbers on the
scorecard.

By adhering strictly to the distance-based tee recommendations, aggressively pursuing the
"below the hole" methodology, embracing the mathematics of lag putting over aggressive birdie
hunting, and playing high-percentage shots away from the 11 water-guarded holes, players of all
handicap levels can optimally navigate the rigorous, championship-caliber test that Muirfield
Village provides. Success here is not measured by birdies, but by the disciplined avoidance of
catastrophic penalties.
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Disclaimer

This strategy guide is based on publicly available information and player-provided data as of the publication date.
While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of yardages, tee locations, and strategic insights, golf
course conditions are inherently variable and beyond the author's control.

e Course Layout and Yardages: Tee configurations, hole distances, and routing may vary due to course
maintenance, renovations, or event-specific modifications. Users should confirm current yardages and
routing at the course before play.

e Hole and Flagstick Locations: Flag placements change frequently, sometimes daily. Strategic guidance is
based on standard green configurations and does not account for temporary hole locations.

e Course Conditions: Weather, ground firmness, rough length, and green speed may affect the viability of
any recommendations. The guide assumes standard playing conditions unless otherwise noted.

e Player Variables: The guide is tailored to the player's provided handicap, sex, age, shot distances, and on-
course tendencies. However, individual performance is influenced by situational factors including mental
state, fitness, swing variability, and course setup.

e Branding and Endorsement: This guide is independently produced and not affiliated with or endorsed by
any golf course or equipment manufacturer mentioned or its management. All observations and
recommendations reflect the data analysis.

e  Pre-round & pre-shot routines: The user of this guide should consult with their physician before beginning
any exercise or fitness routine.

By using this guide, players agree to apply its recommendations at their own discretion and acknowledge the
dynamic nature of real-world course play.
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