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Comprehensive Strategic 
Analysis of Quail Hollow 
Club 
The modern championship golf course is a complex intersecƟon of topographical engineering, 
agronomic science, and biomechanical challenge. Among the premier venues in professional 
and amateur golf, the Quail Hollow Club in CharloƩe, North Carolina, represents an elite 
standard of architectural rigor.  Established in 1959 by James J. Harris, the club was officially 
consƟtuted in 1960, with its original 18-hole rouƟng designed by prolific Southeastern golf 
architect George Cobb opening in 1961.  Siƫng at an average elevaƟon of approximately 600 
feet above sea level in the Piedmont region, the property leverages its natural rolling terrain, 
dense stands of Carolina pines, and meandering water features to test every facet of a player's 
physical and psychological capability. 

Over the decades, the course has undergone significant evoluƟon to maintain its defense 
against advancements in modern golf equipment and player athleƟcism. Arnold Palmer iniƟated 
a series of criƟcal modificaƟons in 1985 and 1986, reshaping the strategic corridors of several 
holes.  However, the current iteraƟon of the course is fundamentally defined by the visionary 
intervenƟons of Tom Fazio. Fazio executed comprehensive redesigns in 1997 and 2003, 
culminaƟng in an aggressive 90-day renovaƟon between 2014 and 2016 specifically designed to 
prepare the venue for the 2017 PGA Championship.  The course now hosts the Truist 
Championship (formerly the Wells Fargo Championship) and has been selected for the 
Presidents Cup in 2022 and another PGA Championship in 2025. 

Agronomic Profile and Turf Interaction 
The agronomic foundaƟon of Quail Hollow is notoriously demanding, requiring precise strike 
quality and turf interacƟon. The fairways are composed of 328 and 419 Bermuda grass.  

Depending on the tournament schedule and seasonal transiƟons, these fairways are 
occasionally overseeded with perennial ryegrass to ensure opƟmal density and visual 
presentaƟon.  The rough at Quail Hollow is characterized by aggressive Bermuda grass, which 
fundamentally alters approach strategies. Bermuda rough is highly suscepƟble to producing 
"flyer" lies.  When a clubhead travels through this thick turf, blades of grass become trapped 
between the clubface and the golf ball, severely neutralizing the grooves. This results in a 
drasƟc reducƟon of backspin, causing the ball to launch higher, carry further, and release 
uncontrollably upon landing. NavigaƟng this unpredictable lie variaƟon is a primary defense 
mechanism of the course. 
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During the 2016 renovaƟons, Quail Hollow transiƟoned its puƫng surfaces from MiniVerde to 
Champion G-12 Bermuda grass.  Champion G-12 is an ultradwarf culƟvar selected specifically for 
its superior heat tolerance, grain resilience, and capacity to withstand extreme tournament 
speeds.  These greens rouƟnely operate at a 12.5 to 13 on the SƟmpmeter without losing 
structural integrity or becoming mathemaƟcally unplayable.  For the amateur and professional 
alike, these surfaces dictate that approach shots must have steep descent angles and maximum 
spin rates to hold the firm Ɵers, while lag puƫng requires supreme touch to avoid catastrophic 
three-puƩs. 

Statistical Profiling and Player Baselines 
FormulaƟng a sound mathemaƟcal strategy for a golf course with a maximum raƟng of 76.6 and 
a slope of 145 requires establishing highly accurate staƟsƟcal baselines across varying skill 
levels.  The physiological output, speed generaƟon, and strike consistency of a player dictate 
their opƟmal tacƟcal decision-making matrix. 

Driving Distance and Accuracy Metrics 

StaƟsƟcal analysis of modern golfer performance reveals a direct correlaƟon between handicap 
index and driving distance, driven by swing speed and centered contact. However, accuracy 
variance across the handicap spectrum illustrates that distance must be paired with direcƟonal 
control to lower scoring averages. 

Handicap Bracket Average Driver Distance 
(Men) 

Average Driver Distance 
(Women) 

Fairways in RegulaƟon (FIR) 

Low / Scratch (0-2) 275 - 285 yds 237 - 252 yds 50.0% - 56.5% 

Mid (10-15) 236 - 259 yds 185 - 204 yds 48.0% - 49.0% 

High (20-25) 204 - 225 yds 167 - 178 yds 38.0% - 43.0% 

Data indicates that while scratch golfers manage a 56.5% fairway accuracy rate, higher handicap 
players (25 index) find the short grass only 43.0% of the Ɵme.  Crucially, the raw accuracy 
numbers show that high-handicap golfers miss right 20.7% of the Ɵme - double the rate of 
scratch golfers (10.4%). This massive slice bias suggests that high-handicap players are highly 
suscepƟble to penalty areas and right-sided hazards, a severe liability at Quail Hollow. 

Approach Play, Scrambling, and Penalties 
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The most significant delineators in scoring potenƟal are Greens in RegulaƟon (GIR) and penalty 
avoidance.  At Quail Hollow, missing the elevated, well-bunkered greens places a premium on 
scrambling (Up and Down percentage) - a metric where higher handicaps struggle immensely. 

Performance Metric Low / Scratch (0-2) Mid Handicap (10-15) High Handicap (20-25+) 

Greens in RegulaƟon (GIR) 61.0% 24.0% - 36.0% 10.0% - 18.7% 

Average PuƩs per Round < 30 33 - 35 37 - 40+ 

3-puƩ Percentage 3.0% 8.0% - 10.0% 13.0% 

Mishits / Bad Shots per 
Round 

2 - 3 (OŌen slight thins) 6 - 8 15+ 

Penalty Strokes per Round 0.25 - 0.5 1.0 - 2.0 5.0+ 

Performance from the 3- to 6-foot puƫng range represents a massive staƟsƟcal separator. 
Scratch players convert 76% of puƩs from this distance, whereas high-handicap players convert 
only 48%.  On Quail Hollow's Champion G-12 Bermuda greens, aggressive first puƩs that slide 5 
feet past the hole rouƟnely result in missed comeback aƩempts. Furthermore, high-handicap 
players face over 15 major mishits (fat or thin contacts) per round, compounding the difficulty 
of escaping Fazio's deep greenside bunkers. 

Mathematical Tee Box Selection and Course Handicap Matrix 
To ensure the architectural integrity of the golf course aligns with the biomechanical realiƟes of 
the player, tee box selecƟon must be mathemaƟcally calibrated. Playing a course that is too long 
forces players into low-percentage fairway woods on approach shots, completely negaƟng the 
intended strategic angles of the hole design. The standard formula for opƟmal course length 
uƟlizes average driving distance mulƟplied by 28. 

Using the staƟsƟcal distance profiles established in the previous secƟon, the following tee 
recommendaƟons are prescribed: 

Tee Selection for Male Players 

 Low Handicap (Driver: 275 yds):  275 x 28 = 7,700 yards.  
RecommendaƟon: Tee I (7,546 yards). 
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 Mid Handicap (Driver: 236 yds): 236 x 28 = 6,608 yards.  
RecommendaƟon: Tee II/III (6,534 yards). 

 High Handicap (Driver: 204 yds): 204 x 28 = 5,712 yards.  
RecommendaƟon: Tee IV (5,804 yards). 

Tee Selection for Female Players 

 Low Handicap (Driver: 237 yds): 237 x 28 = 6,636 yards.  
RecommendaƟon: Tee III (6,329 yards). 

 Mid Handicap (Driver: 185 yds): 185 x 28 = 5,180 yards.  
RecommendaƟon: Tee IV/V (5,411 yards). 

 High Handicap (Driver: 167 yds): 167 x 28 = 4,676 yards.  
RecommendaƟon: Tee V (5,061 yards). 

Course Handicap Calculation 

The USGA calculaƟon for Course Handicap adjusts a player's inherent Handicap Index against 
the relaƟve difficulty of the chosen tees. The formula is: 

 Course Handicap = Handicap Index x (Slope RaƟng ÷ 113) + (Course RaƟng - Par) 

Note: Par is 72 for all tees at Quail Hollow. 

Player Profile Assumed Index Recommended Tee Course RaƟng / 
Slope 

Calculated Course Handicap (CH) 

Low HCP Male 2.0 Tee I 76.6 / 145 2.0 x (145 ÷ 113) + (76.6 - 72) ≈7 

Mid HCP Male 14.0 Tee II/III 71.7 / 135 14.0 x (135 ÷ 113) + (71.7 - 72) ≈16 

High HCP Male 24.0 Tee IV 68.8 / 126 24.0 x (126 ÷ 113) + (68.8 - 72) ≈24 

Low HCP Female 2.0 Tee III 77.5 / 144 2.0 x (144 ÷ 113) + (77.5 - 72) ≈8 

Mid HCP Female 14.0 Tee IV/V 72.1 / 130 14.0 x (130 ÷ 113) + (72.1 - 72) ≈16 

High HCP Female 26.0 Tee V 70.5 / 127 26.0 x (127 ÷ 113) + (70.5 - 72) ≈28 

 

  



 

5 

      

General Strategy Tips for Quail Hollow 
Success at Quail Hollow requires acute geometric awareness, highly disciplined trajectory 
control, and a conservaƟve psychological baseline. The course features relaƟvely wide fairways, 
averaging 33 yards across, which can visually lull players into a false sense of security off the tee.  

However, missing the short grass introduces the unpredictability of the overseeded Bermuda 
rough, exponenƟally increasing the probability of fat or thin mishits and eliminaƟng the spin 
control required to hold Fazio's elevated green complexes. 

Approach shots must be calculated factoring in the descent angle of the golf ball. The Champion 
G-12 greens severely reject low-trajectory shots.  Because mid- and high-handicap players 
generate lower clubhead speeds, their approach shots naturally feature shallower descent 
angles with less backspin. Therefore, higher-handicap players must target the front-center of 
greens and uƟlize the firm ground to roll the ball onto the puƫng surfaces, avoiding the 
cavernous Fazio bunkers that heavily penalize short-sided misses. Once on the greens, the 
strategy must immediately shiŌ to defensive speed control; puƫng aggressively on a 13-
SƟmpmeter surface rouƟnely results in three-puƩs, which staƟsƟcs demonstrate destroys 
scoring potenƟal.  Swirling winds in the Piedmont region require players to club up and swing 
smoothly, prioriƟzing center-face contact over maximum effort. 

A Blueprint for Conquering Quail Ridge Club 
The following hole-by-hole architectural analysis and strategic framework details the precise 
shot mechanics, club selecƟons, and tacƟcal decisions required to navigate the grueling layout 
of Quail Hollow successfully. The strategies are mathemaƟcally bound to the capabiliƟes of low, 
mid, and high handicap players based on their respecƟve tee box selecƟons. 

Hole 1: Par 5 / Par 4 (Handicap 17) 

Tee I: 498 yds | Tee II/III: 494 yds | Tee IV: 478 yds 

Fazio’s masterful 2016 intervenƟon transformed what was once a gentle handshake into a 
physiological brute by combining two former holes into a severe dogleg right.  The tee shot dips 
heavily downhill before requiring a sharp rise to an elevated green guarded by three massive, 
cavernous traps. The small, highly undulaƟng surface requires extreme precision on the 
approach. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 4-Iron or 5-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A high-compression power-fade is required to crest the elevaƟon 

change, follow the dogleg right, and avoid the dense leŌ-side pines. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: The shot plays sharply uphill. Players must execute a high-
trajectory long iron shot with maximum backspin to hold the firm surface. 

 Greenside Play: Missing short is heavily penalized by three deep bunkers. Errant 
approaches should favor long-leŌ for a straighƞorward chip. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The surface is diminuƟve and highly undulaƟng. Finding the 
center of the green guarantees a two-puƩ par; aggressive lines will run off the false 
front. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 4-Hybrid, Sand Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim slightly leŌ of center to uƟlize the natural fairway contours. Do 

not aƩempt to cut the corner, as a block right guarantees a penalty stroke. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Because holding the green with a long club is staƟsƟcally 

improbable, aim for the front-leŌ opening to allow the ball to run up, or deliberately lay 
up to 30 yards. 

 Greenside Play: Use a sand wedge from the fairway approach area, uƟlizing the bounce 
of the club to avoid chunking the ball. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Lag puƫng is the absolute priority; leave the ball below the hole 
to avoid a defensive downhill slider. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 7-Iron, Pitching Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The objecƟve is purely advancing the ball to the widest part of the 

fairway. A smooth tempo prevents the common slice. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: The forced carry to the elevated green is too risky. Lay-up with 

a mid-iron to a comfortable 80-yard distance. 
 Greenside Play: A three-quarter pitching wedge to the center of the green, enƟrely 

removing the three front bunkers from play. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Accept a likely three-puƩ if on the wrong Ɵer; focus enƟrely on 

the first puƩ's speed to secure a bogey. 

Hole 2: Par 4 (Handicap 7) 

Tee I: 450 yds | Tee II/III: 361 yds | Tee IV: 349 yds 

Formerly the third hole prior to the 2016 rerouƟng, this long dogleg leŌ has retained its 
formidable length.  A drive of exactly 280 yards from the back tees is mathemaƟcally required to 
reach the geometric turn. The green is perched on an elevated ridge above the fairway and 
features a pronounced back-to-front slope, making long misses catastrophic. 
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Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 8-Iron or 9-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A penetraƟng draw starƟng at the right edge of the fairway will 

maximize roll and reach the pivotal turn in the fairway. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Deliberately hit a flighted short iron. The ball must be kept 

precisely below the hole to avoid the severe back-to-front pitch. 
 Greenside Play: Missing long is a catastrophic error. If missed laterally, use a high-spin 

60-degree wedge shot to land soŌly on the ridge. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Downhill puƩs on this Champion Bermuda surface are nearly 

impossible to stop. Uphill puƩs can be struck firmly with minimal break. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 3-Wood, 6-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus on the right side of the fairway to create an unobstructed visual 

angle into the green, avoiding the dense canopy on the leŌ. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Deliberately select one club less to guarantee the ball does not 

bound over the back of the green. 
 Greenside Play: Standard bump-and-run with an 8-iron if short, uƟlizing the steep back-

to-front slope to deaden the ball's momentum. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Read double the break on side-hill puƩs due to the 12.5 

SƟmpmeter speeds and the severity of the slope. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Hybrid, Gap Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: High handicappers slicing the ball will struggle here. Aim far leŌ into 

the dogleg and accept a fade into the right-center of the fairway. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play a hybrid short of the elevated green. Do not aƩempt to hit 

the puƫng surface from beyond 150 yards. 
 Greenside Play: If in the rough, prioriƟze solid contact to avoid fat or thin mishits.  Use a 

simple chip to advance the ball to the puƫng surface. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Emphasize speed control. Do not chase the hole; leaving it short 

and below the cup guarantees a two-puƩ bogey. 

Hole 3: Par 4 (Handicap 1) 

Tee I: 448 yds | Tee II/III: 384 yds | Tee IV: 361 yds 

Serving as the number one handicap hole on the front nine, the third is a brutal test of 
sustained power and accuracy.  The elevated green necessitates an extra club on the approach. 
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The strategic complexity lies in its bisecƟng ridge; finding the wrong Ɵer rouƟnely results in a 
three-puƩ on the lightning-fast surfaces. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 6-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A center-cut power shot. Maximizing distance is mandatory to leave a 

manageable mid-iron into the elevated complex. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Precision is non-negoƟable. The player must calculate the exact 

yardage, factoring in elevaƟon, to land in the proper quadrant dictated by the internal 
ridge. 

 Greenside Play: High, soŌ pitches with an open clubface from the three surrounding 
bunkers are required if the approach misses. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Puƫng over the central ridge rouƟnely yields three-puƩs. Read 
the grain carefully and prioriƟze distance control over line. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 4-Hybrid, Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Swing within yourself to ensure a fairway lie; the Bermuda rough 

makes reaching the elevated green impossible due to flyer lies.  
 Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the geometric center of the green, regardless of where 

the pin is tucked. 
 Greenside Play: Sand saves are difficult. If short in the traps, use a sand wedge with an 

open face and accelerate through the sand to clear the lips. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: If on the wrong side of the ridge, focus solely on lagging the ball 

to a 3-foot radius.  Do not try to make the puƩ. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 7-Iron, Pitching Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the ball in play to avoid compounding errors. A 200-yard drive in 

the fairway is superior to a 230-yard drive in the trees. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: The elevated green rejects low-trajectory woods. Lay up to a 

preferred 70-yard wedge distance. 
 Greenside Play: Execute a pitching wedge to the fat part of the green, ignoring the 

flagsƟck enƟrely. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Two-puƩ from the layup distance to secure a net-par (bogey on 

the scorecard). 
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Hole 4: Par 3 (Handicap 11) 

Tee I: 183 yds | Tee II/III: 165 yds | Tee IV: 142 yds 

An enƟrely new creaƟon sculpted ahead of the 2017 PGA Championship.  AestheƟcally framed 
by a natural amphitheater of pines, the green is heavily forƟfied by a triad of deep sand traps. 
Shots that carry long will cascade violently down severe mounding into deep rear collecƟon 
areas. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 7-Iron or 8-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A high, soŌ fade aiming for the center of the puƫng surface. Distance 

control is paramount, as the margin for error long is minimal. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: Recovering from the rear zone requires a high-loŌ (60-degree), delicate 

pitch off a Ɵght, overseeded lie to a green sloping rapidly away. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The large, highly undulaƟng surface requires aggressive lines on 

uphill aƩempts, but delicate taps on downhill slopes. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 6-Iron or 5-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim strictly for the front-center. Over-clubbing cascades the ball 

violently down the severe rear mounding. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: If short in the bunkers, ensure an aggressive acceleraƟon through the 

sand to escape the deep lips. Do not decelerate. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Defend against the slope running away toward the back edge. 

Read the puƩ from both sides of the hole. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 5-Hybrid or 5-Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Play deliberately short of the green if inƟmidated by the bunkering. 

The fairway approach short of the sand is safe. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: Use a 9-iron to bump-and-run up the approach area rather than risking 

a chunked wedge over the sand. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Focus on a smooth pendulum stroke to secure a two-puƩ bogey. 
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Hole 5: Par 4 (Handicap 5) 

Tee I: 448 yds | Tee II/III: 394 yds | Tee IV: 336 yds 

Formed from the remnants of the old fiŌh hole, this mid-length par 4 represents a temporary 
respite in pure yardage but demands supreme tacƟcal discipline.  The fairway is flanked by 
strategically placed Fazio bunkers that severely penalize players aƩempƟng to overpower the 
rouƟng. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 3-Wood or UƟlity Iron, 8-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: PosiƟon the ball on the side of the fairway offering the most 

unobstructed visual angle to the pin, deliberately stopping short of the fairway 
bunkering. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: Must be struck cleanly with a descending blow to generate the 
backspin needed to hold the firm, micro-contoured Ɵers. 

 Greenside Play: Firm turf condiƟons allow for low-checking spin shots using a 56-degree 
wedge if the approach misses laterally. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Precise reads are required as the significant micro-contours 
heavily influence the ball's final roll as it loses speed. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 3-Wood, 7-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Ensure you stay short of the fairway traps. Accuracy outweighs raw 

distance here; use a club you trust to hit the fairway 70% of the Ɵme. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Target the middle of the green to avoid short-sided misses in 

the rough. 
 Greenside Play: Avoid the high-risk flop shot; use a pitching wedge to bump the ball 

onto the surface and let it roll. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Commit to your read; indecision leads to decelerated strokes 

and missed puƩs. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Hybrid, Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus on smooth tempo. The fairway bunkers are largely out of reach 

for a 200-yard drive, making the driver safe to hit. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play a hybrid toward the widest secƟon of the green complex, 

accepƟng that the ball will likely roll out into the fringe. 
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 Greenside Play: Employ simple chipping mechanics. Keep the ball low and let it run to 
the hole like a puƩ. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Avoid three-puƩs by visualizing a 3-foot circle around the hole 
and lagging the ball into that safe zone. 

Hole 6: Par 3 (Handicap 13) 

Tee I: 248 yds | Tee II/III: 226 yds | Tee IV: 169 yds 

Measuring a staggering 249 yards from the championship tees, this physiological brute features 
a disƟnct downhill trajectory. The expansive receiving surface is designed to accept flaƩer 
trajectories, but missing laterally introduces massive penalƟes into deep, cavernous bunkering. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 3-Iron or 4-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Strike with a flaƩer trajectory to uƟlize the downhill descent. The ball 

must carry the front bunker lips and release toward the pin. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: Splash shots out of the deep silica sand require an open stance, an open 

clubface, and extremely high swing speed. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The expansive green allows for long, sweeping puƩs. Pace is the 

primary concern to avoid a three-puƩ. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 3-Wood or 5-Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus purely on straight alignment. The sheer yardage is inƟmidaƟng, 

so commit to a full, balanced swing without trying to kill the ball. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: If bunkered, prioriƟze geƫng the ball out on the first aƩempt, even if it 

leaves a 20-foot puƩ. Do not get cute with the sand shot. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Lag the first puƩ close. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 5-Iron, Gap Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Lay up short of the bunkers. Hiƫng a wood into narrow greenside 

bunkers guarantees a double-bogey. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: Pitching wedge from the short grass approach area to the center of the 

green. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Accept the bogey and focus on a smooth, tension-free stroke. 
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Hole 7: Par 5 (Handicap 15) 

Tee I: 538 yds | Tee II/III: 496 yds | Tee IV: 449 yds 

Serving as the first par 5 on the championship rouƟng, the seventh fundamentally alters the 
risk-reward matrix by introducing an expansive water hazard and rock wall hugging the right 
side of the green. The surface pitches naturally from leŌ to right, gravitaƟonally feeding toward 
the water. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 3-Wood or Long Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: An aggressive strike aiming leŌ-center of the fairway. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: For those going for the green in two, aim strictly for the leŌ-

center of the puƫng surface. The natural pitch feeds balls right; an aggressive shot that 
leaks right will inevitably plunge into the water. 

 Greenside Play: Delicate chips from the leŌ rough must account for the green running 
away toward the hazard. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Fast and slippery moving right. Respect the gravitaƟonal pull of 
the water. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Iron, Gap Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Maximize distance while keeping it in the short grass. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Navigate the fairway bunkering with a 5-iron layup to leave a 

precise 100-yard wedge shot. Do not challenge the water from 200+ yards. 
 Greenside Play: Execute a gap wedge approach. Spin control is criƟcal to stop the ball 

before it feeds off the right edge. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Keep the ball below the hole on the wedge approach to ensure 

an aggressive, uphill birdie puƩ. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 7-Iron, 7-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Play away from the right side enƟrely to avoid a slice into trouble. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play a 7-iron, followed by another 7-iron. MathemaƟcal safety 

dictates ploƫng a route well away from the hazard. 
 Greenside Play: Aim for the leŌ-front of the green to enƟrely eliminate the water from 

your field of vision. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Standard two-puƩ rouƟne. Do not chase pins tucked on the 

right side under any circumstances. 
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Hole 8: Par 4 (Handicap 9) 

Tee I: 345 yds | Tee II/III: 316 yds | Tee IV: 284 yds 

Standing in stark contrast to the grueling length of the preceding holes, the eighth is an 
architectural masterclass in posiƟonal geometry. The relaƟvely flat playing corridor across the 
33-yard-wide fairway is systemaƟcally choked with penal bunkers and framed by dense rough. 
The diminuƟve green features a severe back-to-front slope. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: UƟlity Iron, 56-degree Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: PosiƟonal play is opƟmal. Use a driving iron to secure the short grass 

short of the bunkers, leaving a full, high-spin wedge. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: The ball must remain below the hole. Landing past the pin 

leaves a defensive, downhill puƩ that is incredibly difficult to stop. 
 Greenside Play: High-spin pitches are required to hold the drasƟc slope if the approach 

misses leŌ or right. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Downhill puƩs are defensive and prone to running off the false 

front. Uphill puƩs can be aƩacked with confidence. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 4-Hybrid, 9-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Avoid the penal bunkers and thick ryegrass by hiƫng a controlled 

hybrid off the tee. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the front edge and let the ball release slightly up the 

hill. 
 Greenside Play: Basic chip-and-run with an 8-iron if short. Do not over-complicate the 

recovery. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Speed control is paramount. A three-puƩ is highly likely if you 

leave your approach shot above the hole. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 5-Wood, 8-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the ball in play. The shortness of the hole removes the need for 

distance off the tee. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Strike down on the ball with an 8-iron to ensure solid contact, 

aiming for the front-center of the puƫng surface. 
 Greenside Play: If in the deep rough, open the clubface slightly and accelerate through 

the thick grass to prevent the club from twisƟng. 
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 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Ensure the first puƩ comfortably crosses the front slope so it 
does not roll back down to your feet. 

Hole 9: Par 4 (Handicap 3) 

Tee I: 531 yds | Tee II/III: 386 yds | Tee IV: 367 yds 

The closing hole of the outward nine directs players back toward the iconic clubhouse via a 
grueling test.  Deep fairway bunkers are precisely posiƟoned at modern driving distances. The 
approach shot is played significantly uphill to a massive, complex, mulƟ-Ɵered green. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Iron or 6-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Immense power and accuracy are required. Clear the fairway bunkers 

with a high-launching draw. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Add 10 to 15 yards to your calculaƟon for the sustained uphill 

climb. Hiƫng the correct Ɵer is essenƟal for par. 
 Greenside Play: Missing the massive green leaves awkward, blind pitches from deep 

collecƟon areas. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: DramaƟc transiƟons between levels guarantee a three-puƩ if 

you land on the wrong plateau. Extreme touch is required. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 4-Hybrid. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim away from the deep bunkers. A fairway lie is absolutely 

necessary to reach the elevated green. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play a hybrid to the safest, widest part of the Ɵer to secure a 

GIR. 
 Greenside Play: Use an 8-iron to bump the ball up the hill if the approach falls short on 

the false front. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Focus on the break over the ridge; distance control is 

significantly more important than the exact line. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 7-Iron, Pitching Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Swing freely; the fairway bunkers are largely out of reach for a 200-

yard drive. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Do not force a long club off an uneven lie into an uphill green. 

Lay-up with a 7-iron to a flat spot. 
 Greenside Play: Pitching wedge to the center Ɵer. 
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 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Accept a likely three-puƩ due to the complex architecture; 
secure your bogey or double-bogey and move to the back nine. 

Hole 10: Par 5 (Handicap 14) 

Tee I: 590 yds | Tee II/III: 542 yds | Tee IV: 462 yds 

The inward nine commences with a strategic leviathan. The fairway is suffocaƟngly Ɵght, 
narrowing to a mere 34 yards in width. Fazio posiƟoned a criƟcal fairway bunker precisely 282.4 
yards from the tee. The green complex features a generous target (4,818 sq Ō) protected by five 
primary bunkers. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 3-Wood, 4-Iron, 56-degree Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Use a controlled 3-Wood to stop short of the 282-yard bunker and 

secure the short grass. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Lay-up with a long iron to the zone 250 yards from the hole 

where the fairway graciously widens to 46 yards. 
 Greenside Play: Five deep traps protect the green. Avoid short-siding yourself by playing 

toward the center of the generous surface. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The large puƫng surface allows for aggressive lines on the 12.5-

SƟmp Bermuda. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Wood, Gap Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The 282-yard bunker is mathemaƟcally out of play for a 240-yard 

drive, so swing aggressively with the driver for maximum distance. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play mathemaƟcally safe to the wide layup zone with a 5-

Wood. 
 Greenside Play: Gap wedge from the fairway. Ensure proper turf interacƟon to generate 

the necessary spin to stop the ball. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Read the grain around the hole; Champion Bermuda will 

naturally pull the ball toward the seƫng sun in the late aŌernoon. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 7-Iron, 8-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Simply keep the ball moving forward and avoid a slice into the dense 

tree line. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: A three-shot strategy is mandatory. Play two mid-irons to 

navigate the rolling terrain safely. 
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 Greenside Play: Avoid the sand. If in the bunker, take a full swing and hit two inches 
behind the ball to splash it out. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The large green means long lag puƩs. Focus enƟrely on pace to 
avoid four-puƫng. 

Hole 11: Par 4 (Handicap 4) 

Tee I: 458 yds | Tee II/III: 400 yds | Tee IV: 358 yds 

Radically redesigned by Fazio in the summer of 2016. Subtle fairway undulaƟons mean players 
rarely secure a perfectly flat lie. The approach targets a newly elevated green complex fiercely 
protected by cavernous Fazio bunkers on the leŌ flank. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 7-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A penetraƟng ball flight to cut through any crosswinds and find the 

undulaƟng fairway. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Biomechanically adjust for the uneven lie (e.g., ball above feet 

promotes a draw). Ensure enough carry to clear the steep false front. 
 Greenside Play: Missing leŌ into the silica sand requires a world-class blast to a green 

sloping aggressively away from the hazard. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The firm, contoured surface rejects flat trajectories and requires 

high, looping reads. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Favor the right side of the fairway to open up the visual angle to the 

green. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Take an extra club to ensure the ball crests the elevaƟon shiŌ 

and does not violently reject down the front slopes. 
 Greenside Play: Missing short-right is the only safe bail-out, leaving a straighƞorward 

uphill chip. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Do not get aggressive on downhill puƩs; tap-in distance is the 

primary goal. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Hybrid. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Maintain balance on the undulaƟng terrain to avoid topping the ball. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Aim strictly at the right edge of the green. Do not challenge the 

deep leŌ-side bunkers. 
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 Greenside Play: If short, use a puƩer or 8-iron from the fairway rather than risking a 
chunked wedge shot. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Read the slope carefully, as the elevaƟon changes create opƟcal 
illusions regarding the severity of the break. 

Hole 12: Par 4 (Handicap 6) 

Tee I: 450 yds | Tee II/III: 388 yds | Tee IV: 360 yds 

Universally described as a beauƟful but dangerous boƩleneck, this hole features a narrow 
corridor cut through dense, mature forest.  Encroaching tree lines Ɵghtly guard both lateral 
perimeters. The green is characterized by one of the most severe slopes on the enƟre property. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver or 3-Wood, 8-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A required leŌ-to-right shaped tee shot (fade) to match the 

claustrophobic corridor. Absolute command of ball flight is necessary. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: The approach must be kept below the hole at all costs. 
 Greenside Play: High-spin pitches are required from the rough to stop the ball on the 

terrifying slope. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Downhill puƩs on this 13-SƟmpmeter green border on 

unmakeable. Uphill puƩs must be struck with convicƟon. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 3-Wood, 6-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Accuracy is non-negoƟable. Sacrificing distance by hiƫng a 3-Wood 

to avoid the lateral Ɵmber is the mathemaƟcally sound play. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play for the front-center of the green, ignoring the flagsƟck. 
 Greenside Play: Use the slope to your advantage; land chips halfway to the hole and let 

gravity feed the ball down to the cup. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Double the expected break on lateral puƩs due to the extreme 

severity of the slope. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 5-Wood or Hybrid, 7-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Slicing into the trees results in automaƟc penalty strokes.  Keep it in 

the fairway at all costs by swinging at 80% effort. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the front edge. Do not aƩempt to hit a high, floaƟng 

shot; a low runner is safer. 
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 Greenside Play: Ensure crisp contact. Avoid deceleraƟng on chips, which causes fat 
mishits. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Simply geƫng the ball within a 3-foot radius is a massive victory 
here. 

Hole 13: Par 3 (Handicap 10) 

Tee I: 205 yds | Tee II/III: 179 yds | Tee IV: 152 yds 

The 208-yard thirteenth hole iniƟates the intense atmospheric build-up to the closing stretch. 
Tightly squeezed between two massive, deep Fazio bunkers, the puƫng surface features a two-
level architecture with a wicked back-to-front slope and a decepƟve collecƟon area in the right-
middle porƟon. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 5-Iron or 6-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Must thread the needle perfectly to the center. Aggressively chasing 

tucked pins brings double-bogey squarely into the equaƟon. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: Complex undulaƟons force awkward stances for missed approaches. 

Flop shots off Ɵght lies may be required. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The wicked back-to-front slope demands precise touch. Read 

the grain carefully. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 4-Hybrid. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim explicitly for the center-leŌ of the green to avoid the decepƟve 

collecƟon area that feeds balls away from the pin. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: If bunkered, focus on driving the club head through the sand without 

quiƫng on the swing. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Protect against the severe break; speed is criƟcal to avoid the 

ball rolling off the front of the green. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 5-Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Play short of the bunkers if the carry distance is inƟmidaƟng. The 

fairway approach is safe. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: Execute a pitching wedge bump-and-run through the front opening. 
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 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Lag puƩ from the fringe or lower Ɵer, ensuring a stress-free two-
puƩ bogey. 

Hole 14: Par 4 (Handicap 16) 

Tee I: 343 yds | Tee II/III: 333 yds | Tee IV: 271 yds 

Recognized as the featured risk-reward hole at Quail Hollow, the lakeside fourteenth serves as 
the psychological gateway to the daunƟng "Green Mile".  Measuring a tantalizing 344 yards, it 
acƟvely tempts the longest hiƩers, but six deep bunkers and a massive leŌ-side lake punish 
failure. The puƫng surface is excepƟonally long and narrow. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver (Risk) or 2-Iron (Layup), 56-degree Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: For powerful players, driving the green yields eagle opportuniƟes. A 

slight fade neutralizes the leŌ-side lake. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: If laid up, target the narrow green with maximum spin control 

using a high-loŌed wedge. 
 Greenside Play: Delicate, high-spinning bunker shots are required if the drive finds the 

protruding sand traps. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The narrow surface means puƩs are relaƟvely straight but 

require excellent speed to avoid rolling into the fringe. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 4-Iron or Hybrid, 9-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The mathemaƟcal penalty of the lake dictates a safe layup.  Aim for 

the widest part of the fairway. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: A full, confident swing with a 9-iron to the narrow target. 
 Greenside Play: If short, chip aggressively to save par. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Center the ball in the stance and execute a firm, confident 

stroke. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 5-Wood, 8-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: High handicappers pull the ball frequently; aim far right of the lake to 

avoid disaster. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play toward the right side of the green. Do not flirt with the 

water under any circumstances. 
 Greenside Play: Avoid the sand. Use an 8-iron puƫng stroke from the fringe to 

guarantee solid contact. 
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 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: A two-puƩ par is an excepƟonal outcome; secure a bogey and 
move on. 

Hole 15: Par 5 (Handicap 18) 

Tee I: 577 yds | Tee II/III: 503 yds | Tee IV: 453 yds 

The final par 5 on the course is a physically and mentally demanding 577-yard crucible. Lateral 
water hazards frame both sides of the fairway off the tee. The approach shot plays drasƟcally 
uphill to a green perched atop the most massive elevaƟon rise on the property, bisected by a 
pronounced ridge running directly down the center. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 3-Wood or Long Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Thread the lateral water hazards with a powerful, straight drive. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: The blind elevaƟon change makes trajectory selecƟon 

incredibly difficult. Must target the correct side of the bisecƟng ridge. 
 Greenside Play: Landing on the wrong side of the ridge guarantees a defensive, curving 

pitch. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Highly prone to three-puƩs if the ball must cross the hump. 

Evaluate the apex of the ridge perfectly. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Wood, 52-degree Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Stay central; a slight miss into the rough is vastly preferable to the 

water. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Lay-up with a 5-wood, leaving a comfortable 100-yard wedge 

shot. 
 Greenside Play: Supreme accuracy on the wedge approach is mandatory to find the 

correct bowl on the puƫng surface. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Read the grain carefully to determine the break point over the 

ridge. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 6-Iron, 8-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Smooth tempo to keep it in play. Tension causes mishits; breathe 

deeply before the swing. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play it as a true three-shot hole. Navigate the elevaƟon in 

manageable chunks. 
 Greenside Play: Pitch to the fat side of the green, ignoring the pin locaƟon enƟrely. 
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 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Lag the ball over the ridge, focusing enƟrely on leaving a 3-foot 
tap-in for bogey. 

Hole 16: Par 4 (Handicap 8) - The Green Mile Begins 

Tee I: 529 yds | Tee II/III: 413 yds | Tee IV: 348 yds 

IniƟaƟng the infamous "Green Mile," the sixteenth is a gargantuan par 4 that rouƟnely stretches 
over 520 yards. The rolling terrain features downhill slopes off the tee, guaranteeing uneven 
lies. An extensive water hazard flanks the enƟre leŌ side of the approach. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 4-Iron or Hybrid. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A massive, perfectly calibrated power-fade is required to simply reach 

the corner of the dogleg. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: From an uneven lie, the player must draw the ball slightly while 

holding the line against the ominous leŌ-side lake. 
 Greenside Play: Bailing out to the right introduces deep bunkering, making the up-and-

down mathemaƟcally improbable. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: The firm, heavily protected green is perched awkwardly. 

Securing a par on the 16th is universally considered an excepƟonal outcome. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim leŌ-center to avoid the right side, though the lake looms heavily 

in the psychological background. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play strictly toward the right side of the green. The water is an 

absolute no-go zone. 
 Greenside Play: If bailed out right, use a bump-and-run rather than a high-risk flop over 

the bunkers. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Read the slope carefully; the water naturally pulls the ball 

toward it. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 7-Iron, Sand Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep it in the fairway. Swing at 75% to ensure contact. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Do not aƩempt to carry the water or the bunkers. Lay up to a 

comfortable 60-yard distance. 
 Greenside Play: Play a high-loŌed sand wedge onto the center of the surface. 
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 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Accept a bogey; avoiding a penalty stroke on the Green Mile is a 
massive strategic victory.  

Hole 17: Par 3 (Handicap 12) 

Tee I: 218 yds | Tee II/III: 175 yds | Tee IV: 121 yds 

The penulƟmate hole is a terrifying, visually inƟmidaƟng par 3. The elevated tee box features a 
severe drop-off toward an expansive lake and a sheer rock wall bordering the enƟre leŌ and 
front perimeters. The green effecƟvely funcƟons as a peninsula, angled and aggressively 
contoured away from the hazard. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 4-Iron or 5-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Must be struck with absolute convicƟon. A slight pull, or a fade 

pushed by swirling winds, will violently reject off the firm Champion Bermuda into the 
depths below. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: The visual inƟmidaƟon forces players to subconsciously bail out right, 

leaving a nearly impossible, delicate chip shot back toward the water. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Fast and firm. Aim for the geometric center of the green and 

accept a two-puƩ par. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 5-Iron or Hybrid. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim for the right half of the green, acƟvely combaƟng the 

subconscious urge to bail out enƟrely into the right rough. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: If in the right bail-out area, slide the wedge under the ball delicately to 

deaden the roll toward the water. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Trust the read. The visual inƟmidaƟon of the water makes 

players under-read the break. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: 6-Iron or 7-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Explicitly aim for the right bail-out area. The water is a staƟsƟcal 

certainty for a high-handicapper aƩempƟng to hit the green under pressure.  
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A. 
 Greenside Play: Pitching wedge bump-and-run onto the surface from the safe zone. 
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 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Two-puƩ for bogey. Do not let the pressure of the Green Mile 
cause a decelerated stroke. 

Hole 18: Par 4 (Handicap 2) - The Ultimate Crucible 

Tee I: 487 yds | Tee II/III: 379 yds | Tee IV: 344 yds 

The capstone of the Green Mile, the eighteenth hole is an uphill, 494-yard par 4 that serves as a 
fiƫngly brutal conclusion. A meandering creek borders the enƟre leŌ side, while deep Fazio 
bunkers pinch the right side of the driving zone. The approach is played sharply uphill to a deep, 
mulƟ-Ɵered green heavily guarded by deep bunkers and thick perennial ryegrass rough. 

Low-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 5-Iron or 6-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Immense power and laser accuracy are demanded. A controlled draw 

up the right-center avoids the creek perfectly. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Played sharply uphill; add one to two clubs. Players cannot 

visually confirm the boƩom of the flagsƟck, requiring blind faith in yardage calculaƟons 
and trajectory control. 

 Greenside Play: Deep collecƟon areas reject slight misses. Flop shots off Ɵght lies are 
necessary to recover. 

 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Intensely sloped surface. High-level puƫng across the 
Champion Bermuda is the final barrier to a clean scorecard. 

Mid-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 4-Hybrid or 5-Wood. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Favor the right side, but steer clear of the fairway bunkers to ensure a 

chance to reach the green. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Take ample club to ensure the ball reaches the elevated puƫng 

surface. 
 Greenside Play: If short in the thick perennial ryegrass rough, open the clubface and 

swing firmly to pop the ball out. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Avoid being above the hole; defensive puƫng is necessary to 

secure bogey or par. 

High-Handicap Player Strategy: 

 Club SelecƟon: Driver, 7-Iron, Pitching Wedge. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus purely on contact and keeping the ball dry. Ignore the bunkers; 

the creek is the true hazard. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up to the base of the hill with a 7-iron. 
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 Greenside Play: Hit a pitching wedge up the hill to the center of the green. 
 Puƫng ConsideraƟons: Survival mode. Focus on distance control to avoid a closing 

three-puƩ in front of the Members' Pavilion. 
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Performance Projections and Expected Scoring Matrix 
TranslaƟng physical execuƟon and strategic discipline into expected outcomes relies on 
analyzing Course Handicaps against typical penalty frequencies, Greens in RegulaƟon (GIR), and 
puƫng averages. 

 Low-Handicap Players (0-2 Index): Averaging under 30 puƩs and incurring fewer than 0.5 
penalƟes per round, these players possess the necessary power to neutralize Quail Hollow's 
immense length and the delicate touch required to handle the Champion G-12 greens.  

Playing from Tee I (Men) or Tee III (Women) to a Course Handicap of ~7 or ~8, an expected 
gross score falls between 74 and 78. 

 Mid-Handicap Players (10-15 Index): Experiencing significantly lower GIR percentages (24-
36%) and averaging 33-35 puƩs per round, scrambling inevitably defines their success.  The 
psychological and physical toll of the Green Mile will staƟsƟcally yield at least one water ball 
or penalty stroke.  Playing from Tee II/III (Men) or Tee IV/V (Women) to a Course Handicap of 
~16, expected gross scores range from 84 to 89. 

 High-Handicap Players (20+ Index): Suffering from extreme staƟsƟcal variance, slicing 
tendencies, 5+ penalty strokes per round, and 37-40+ puƩs, Quail Hollow’s penal 
architecture is fiercely unforgiving to this demographic. Playing from Tee IV (Men) or Tee V 
(Women) to a Course Handicap of ~24 or ~28, expected gross scores range from 96 to 105. 

By strictly adhering to staƟsƟcally grounded tee selecƟons, respecƟng the severe topographical 
elevaƟon shiŌs, and prioriƟzing defensive puƫng speed on the hyper-fast Champion Bermuda 
surfaces, players can effecƟvely manage inherent risk, miƟgate compounding errors, and 
successfully navigate this legendary Piedmont crucible.  


