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The Historical and Architectural Genesis of an American Pillar

Located at 200 Tuckahoe Road in Southampton, New York, Shinnecock Hills Golf Club stands as
one of the most historically significant, structurally complex, and architecturally revered
institutions in the landscape of global golf. Founded in 1891, the club holds the paramount
distinction of being the oldest incorporated golf club in the United States and operated as one
of the five founding member clubs of the United States Golf Association (USGA). The iconic
clubhouse, an 1892 masterpiece drafted by the legendary architectural firm McKim, Mead and
White under the direct supervision of Stanford White, sits perched at the property's highest
topographical elevation, keeping a watchful eye over the sweeping, links-like topography.

The evolution of the routing at Shinnecock Hills serves as a chronicle of the golden age of golf
course architecture. The original 12-hole layout was designed by Willie Davis, which was
subsequently expanded to 18 holes by Willie Dunn in 1895. The property underwent multiple
dramatic revisions—including notable influences from Charles Blair Macdonald, whose
neighboring National Golf Links of America set a benchmark for strategic design—before
architect William Flynn, working alongside builders Dick Wilson and the firm of Toomey and
Flynn, finalized the present layout for the 1931 season. Flynn’s genius lay in his ability to route
holes in continuous, interconnected triangles across the undulating fescue and sage, ensuring
that players are subjected to the gusting maritime winds off Peconic Bay and the Atlantic Ocean
from every conceivable angle.

Shinnecock Hills maintains a deeply intertwined history with the highest levels of championship
golf. It hosted the second U.S. Open and U.S. Amateur in 1896, the Women's Amateur in 1900,
the Walker Cup in 1977, and numerous modern U.S. Opens, including 1986, 1995, 2004, and
2018. The venue will once again test the world's elite during the 126th U.S. Open, scheduled for
June 18-21, 2026, and is slated to host the U.S. Women’s Open and U.S. Open in back-to-back
weeks in 2036.

The Coore & Crenshaw Restoration: Reclaiming the Flynn
Vision

The overarching design philosophy of William Flynn at Shinnecock Hills emphasizes natural
bunkering, undulating fairways, and heavily fortified, raised green complexes. Prior to the 2018
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U.S. Open, the club and the USGA retained the acclaimed architectural duo of Bill Coore and
Ben Crenshaw to execute a meticulous, sweeping restoration aimed at returning the course to
Flynn's original 1931 blueprint.

The primary agricultural shift involved eradicating the heavily water-dependent rye grass that
characterized the controversial 2004 U.S. Open. The rye grass proved lethal when organizers
attempted to firm up the course, leading to dead putting surfaces, most notably on the 7th hole.
Coore and Crenshaw transitioned the turf entirely to native fescue, providing the firmest, fastest
playing surface possible for the Long Island coastal climate, thereby allowing the ground game
to heavily influence strategic decision-making.

The restoration dramatically widened the fairways, eliminating the artificial, highly restrictive
25-yard-wide penal corridors of the late 20th century. This expansion was not designed to make
the course docile, but rather to reintroduce Flynn’s brilliant concept of the "delayed penalty". By
widening the fairways, the native fairway bunkers were brought back into the direct line of play.
Golfers are now forced to choose between aggressive, risky lines near the hazards that yield
optimal approach angles, or safe, conservative lines that result in semi-blind, highly perilous
approaches into firm greens.

Furthermore, Coore and Crenshaw restored the putting surfaces to their original perimeters,
creating a vast array of new, treacherous pin positions located dangerously close to the edges.
They replaced the sticky rough that formerly surrounded the greens with closely mown run-off
areas that actively repel imprecise approaches dozens of yards away from the target. To combat
modern equipment distances, the routing was lengthened with new teeing grounds, stretching
the championship yardage to over 7,440 yards.

Telemetry and The Modern Amateur: A Statistical Profile

Before establishing a strategic blueprint, one must understand the statistical realities of the
amateur golfer. Advanced telemetry analytics gathered from millions of golf rounds
demonstrate that true differentiation in scoring occurs across several critical metrics: driving
distance, approach proximity, and hazard avoidance.

e Driving Distance and Accuracy: Low-handicap males (Scratch to 5) average approximately
250 yards off the tee, whereas mid-handicaps (6 to 15) average 225 yards, and high
handicaps (16+) hover near 185 yards. Female driving averages range from 210 yards for low
handicaps down to 140 yards for higher handicaps. Driving Accuracy (Fairways in Regulation)
remains relatively stable across handicaps—averaging roughly 46% to 55% across all
brackets. However, the consequences of a missed fairway at Shinnecock Hills yield
significantly more penalty strokes and forced recovery shots for higher handicaps.
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e Approach Play (GIR): Low-handicap golfers hit approximately 52% to 62% of Greens in
Regulation (GIR). Conversely, a 10-handicap golfer hits roughly 32% to 36% GIR, and a 20-
handicap golfer hits only 16% to 19%. At Shinnecock Hills, missing the green places the ball
in closely mown collection areas or deep fescue, making scrambling extraordinarily difficult.

e Putting and Penalties: Scratch players average roughly 29.9 putts per round (with a 3%
three-putt rate), whereas a 20-handicap averages 33.4 putts per round, but suffers a
dramatically higher three-putt frequency (often 4 to 5 per round). Furthermore, scratch
golfers average 1.03 penalties per round, whereas mid-handicaps average 1.39 to 1.66, and
high handicaps endure 1.94 to 2.43 penalties.

A Blueprint for Conquering Shinnecock Hills
Golf Club

General Strategy Tips

Successfully navigating Shinnecock Hills requires a complete abandonment of one-dimensional,
aerial golf. The maritime winds and firm fescue turf demand elite trajectory control and spatial
awareness.

1. Angle Acquisition: Due to the widened fairways, simply hitting the short grass is insufficient.
Golfers must actively target specific quadrants of the fairway to secure a viable angle into
Flynn's highly contoured greens. Bailing out to the "safe" side of the fairway almost always
guarantees a blocked or mathematically inferior approach angle.

2. Ground Game Utilization: The firm fairways and open fronts on holes like the 2nd
("Plateau") invite the use of bump-and-run approach shots. Fighting the wind with high-
lofted wedges frequently results in the ball ballooning, losing its apex, and falling
disastrously short into collection areas.

3. Below the Hole Mandate: The putting surfaces are fiercely pitched, often from back-to-
front. Landing the ball above the hole leaves downhill putts that are virtually impossible to
stop, dramatically increasing the probability of three-putts, which telemetry shows is a
primary scorecard killer for amateurs.

4. Spin Dynamics in the Wind: With holes routed in varied directions, players must be adept at
flighting the ball down to penetrate headwinds, and utilizing maximum clubhead speed to
generate sufficient backspin to hold firm greens when playing downwind.

Tee Selection Recommendations

Optimal tee selection is the foundational element of scoring and pace of play at a championship
venue. Utilizing the scientifically sound formula of Driver Distance x 28, an appropriate total
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yardage recommendation can be formulated based on the aggregated telemetry data for each

handicap bracket.

Player Category

Low-Handicap Male

Mid-Handicap Male

High-Handicap Male

Low-Handicap Female

Mid-Handicap Female

High-Handicap Female

Course Handicap Calculations

Average Driver
Distance

250 yards

225 yards

185 yards

210 yards

180 yards

140 yards

Ideal Total
Yardage
Formula

(Driverx28)

7,000 yards

6,300 yards

5,180 yards

5,880 yards

5,040 yards

3,920 yards

Recommended
Tee

Red

Blue

White

Blue/White

White

White (Shortest
Available)

Actual Tee
Yardage

6,940 yards

6,136 yards

5,396 yards

5,613 yards

5,396 yards

5,396 yards

Course Rating /
Slope

74.7 / 145

70.8 /135

67.4 /128

73.8/132

72.8 /135

72.8 /135

The Course Handicap dictates the number of strokes a player receives on a specific set of tees to

neutralize the difficulty of the venue. The official calculation is:

Course Handicap = Handicap Index x (Slope Rating + 113) + (Course Rating — Par)

Assuming representative Handicap Indexes for the tiers (Low = 2.0, Mid = 12.0, High = 22.0), the

Course Handicaps at Shinnecock Hills (Par 70) are calculated below:

e Low-Handicap Male (Red Tees):

o 2.0x(145+113)+(74.7-70)=2.56+4.7=7.26 =7

e Mid-Handicap Male (Blue Tees):
o 12.0x(135+113)+(70.8-70) = 14.33 + 0.8 = 15.13
e High-Handicap Male (White Tees):
0 22.0x(128+113)+ (67.4-70)=24.92-2.6=22.32

e Low-Handicap Female (Blue/White Tees):
o 2.0x(132+113)+(73.8-70)=2.33+3.8=6.13 =6

e Mid-Handicap Female (White Tees):
o 12.0x(135+113)+(72.8-70)=14.33 +2.8=17.13
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e High-Handicap Female (White Tees):
o 22.0x(135+113)+(72.8-70)=26.28 +2.8=29.08 =29

Expected Scoring Projections

Final scoring averages are heavily influenced by the accumulation of penalty strokes, recovery
requirements, and putting regression. To construct an expected baseline score, one must
aggregate Par (70), the generated Course Handicap, the statistical penalty median, and strokes
lost due to recovery variance (e.g., escaping the deep fescue or fairway cross-bunkers).

Player Profile Course Par Course Handicap Expected Exp. Total Expected Score
Penalties Recovery/3-
Putt Variance

Low-Handicap Male 70 7 1.03 +1.5 79.53
Mid-Handicap Male 70 15 1.66 +3.5 90.16
High-Handicap Male 70 22 2.43 +5.5 99.93
Low-Handicap Female 70 6 1.03 +1.5 78.53
Mid-Handicap Female 70 17 1.66 +3.5 92.16
High-Handicap Female 70 29 2.43 +5.5 106.93

Comprehensive Hole-by-Hole Strategic Guide

The following guide details the optimal, shot-by-shot strategy required to navigate Shinnecock
Hills, segmented by the statistical realities of high, mid, and low-handicap player abilities.

Hole 1: "Westward Ho" (Par 4)

The opening hole introduces play directly off the west porch of the historic Stanford White
clubhouse. William Flynn masterfully altered this corridor from a rudimentary straight hole into
a gentle, strategic dogleg right. The fairway is 45 yards wide at the 250-yard mark but pinches
violently immediately after. The delayed penalty concept is evident here: pushing a drive right
flirts disastrously with deep fescue and bunkers at 265 yards.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: 3-Wood or Driving Iron off the tee; Wedge approach.
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e Tee Shot Strategy: Lay back to the left-center, staying deliberately short of the 265-yard
fairway bunkers. The wider 45-yard landing zone allows for a confident, full swing.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Control spin meticulously. Use the internal slope of the
diminutive green to decelerate the ball, preventing it from plunging down the severe
rear embankment.

e Greenside Play: Expect rapid fringe speeds. Keep pitches below the hole to avoid
defensive, breaking downhill recovery shots.

e Putting Considerations: The green features subtle, rapid contours. Do not give away the
hole on an aggressive birdie attempt.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver or strongly lofted fairway wood; Mid-iron approach.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim firmly down the left side. The right side pinches violently and
traps aggressive fades into thick rough.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Favor the front-left quadrant. Do not flirt with the right
greenside bunker, which sits below the putting surface.

e Greenside Play: Utilize a bump-and-run up the front approach rather than a high-lofted
wedge, which is susceptible to the wind.

e Putting Considerations: Two-putt priority. Read the grain leaning toward the lower
fairway ground.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Long-iron/Hybrid; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Driver is mathematically safe, as the average distance (185 yds) will
not reach the primary traps at 265 yards. Aim center.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Play this as a three-shot hole. Lay up short of the greenside
bunkers to a comfortable wedge distance (e.g., 50 yards).

e Greenside Play: Chip safely to the middle of the green. Avoid the rear collection area at
all costs.

e Putting Considerations: Focus purely on lag putting. Ensure the first putt finishes within
a 3-foot radius.

Hole 2: "Plateau" (Par 3)

Widely considered one of the most brutal par 3s in championship golf, "Plateau" forces players
to strike a long iron or fairway wood uphill into the teeth of the maritime elements. The green is
exceptionally deep (5,779 square feet), meaning the effective yardage fluctuates wildly from
200 to over 260 yards. The green complex is perched on a ridge, highly exposed, and features an
aggressive false front.
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Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Long Iron or Fairway Wood (heavily wind-dependent).

o Tee Shot Strategy: Flight the ball low to cheat the crosswinds. Aim to land the ball just
past the false front, utilizing the ground contours to feed it toward the pin.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: If missed in the deep flank bunkers, accept bogey and play a
conservative explosion shot to the center rather than short-siding.

e Putting Considerations: Putts from above the hole are glass-like.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Fairway Wood or Hybrid.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Target the open throat short of the green, beyond the 222-yard cross-
bunkers. Use the slope to bound the ball up onto the surface.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: A miss short requires a firm, accelerating putt or chip up the false front.
Ensure the ball reaches the plateau to prevent it rolling back to the feet.

e Putting Considerations: Navigate the severe spine bisecting the green.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver or Fairway Wood; Pitching Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Play strictly for the fairway lay-up short of the cross-bunkers. Do not
attempt a hero carry into the wind.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Pitch shot from the fairway up the hill.

e Greenside Play: Focus strictly on distance control. Navigating the false front requires an
aggressive strike.

e Putting Considerations: Speed control is paramount over line.

Hole 3: "Peconic" (Par 4)

Running parallel to the boundary of the National Golf Links of America, "Peconic" introduces
Flynn’s core concept of diagonal tee shots across heavily contoured terrain. The right side of the
fairway acts as a funnel toward a sprawling bunker situated between 275 and 300 yards. The
green is partitioned by extreme back-to-front pitching.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid-to-Short Iron.
e Tee Shot Strategy: Select a precise target over the right-side dogleg and commit.
Carrying the right bunker complex yields a short iron and a superior angle.



COURSE STRATEGIST | SHINNECOCK HILLS GOLF CLUB

e Approach Shot Strategy: Must stay below the hole. Back-left pins require a conservative
strike to the center of the green to avoid run-offs.

e Greenside Play: Downhill pitches from the rear fringe are nearly impossible to stop near
the hole.

e Putting Considerations: Downhill putts from above the hole here frequently lead to
three-putts. Lag putting is critical.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid-lron; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Play away from the 275-yard right-side bunker. Aim left-center to
utilize the funneling terrain safely.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the center-right of the green, regardless of pin position,
to avoid the severe left slopes.

e Greenside Play: If out of position above the hole, chip softly into the fringe to absorb
momentum.

e Putting Considerations: Read the break feeding toward the right bunkers.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim at the furthest visible left fairway point. The natural cant will
inevitably pull the ball right.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up to 50 yards short of the green to secure a flat lie.

e Greenside Play: Pitch to the front edge and allow the ball to release. Do not hit past the
flagstick.

e Putting Considerations: Two-putt for bogey; focus on leaving an uphill second putt.

Hole 4: "Pump House" (Par 4)

This mid-length par 4 derives its immense difficulty from the orientation of the green and

prevailing winds. The fairway bends to the right and plays directly into a hurting right-to-left
crosswind. The counter-intuitive strategic requirement is that the optimal tee shot must flirt
with disaster, hugging the dangerous right side to establish a favorable angle into the green.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Short Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Hug the dangerous right side near the bunkers. This opens up the
optimal, unobstructed angle of approach along the length of the green.

e Approach Shot Strategy: From the right, fire directly at the flag. From the left, play a
high fade to hold the away-sloping green.
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e Greenside Play: Missing left requires a delicate flop shot over the bunkers.
e Putting Considerations: Highly undulated green requires precise reads; aggressive lines
will be punished by the firm turf.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Drive down the middle. Avoid the right-side bunkers, but do not bail
out entirely left, which creates a blind, terrible angle.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Land the ball short of the green and rely on the firm ground to
bounce it onto the putting surface.

e Greenside Play: Bunkers short of the green are cavernous. Play safely past them,
accepting a longer putt.

e Putting Considerations: Respect the right-to-left movement influenced by the general
topography.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Fairway Wood; Pitching Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Take the safe route to the wide-open left side to guarantee a fairway
hit.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Lay-up directly in front of the green complex. Do not attempt
to carry the bunkers from the poor left angle.

e Greenside Play: Execute a basic chip-and-run to the center.

e Putting Considerations: Center-of-green lag putts should focus entirely on distance.

Hole 5: "Montauk" (Par 5)

The first of only two par 5s on the property features a unique split-fairway design obscured by
significant mounding and cross-bunkering. The green is remarkably small relative to the hole's
length, highly undulated, and ringed entirely by closely mown collection areas.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Fairway Wood / Long Iron; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Take the aggressive left route over the cross-bunkers to shorten the
hole, provided carry distance (250+ yds) is sufficient.

e Approach Shot Strategy: If reachable, aim for the front edge. If laying up, precisely
target a flat lie at an optimal 80-100-yard distance.

e Greenside Play: Delicate touch required. Missing long or left results in an unrecoverable
drop-off.

e Putting Considerations: Putts will break away from the center ridge.
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Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Short Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Navigate down the wider, visually safer right fairway to avoid the
blind mounds.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Play as a strict three-shot hole. Lay up to a preferred full-swing
yardage to maximize spin control on the third shot.

e Greenside Play: Pitch to the center of the tiny green. Do not hunt tucked pins.

e Putting Considerations: Rely on two-putting for par by keeping the first putt short of the
hole.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Mid-Iron; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Focus purely on making solid contact down the right corridor.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Advance the ball station-to-station. Ensure the third shot is
played well short of the elevated green to avoid blind misses.

e Greenside Play: The approach chip must be elevated to carry the false front.

e Putting Considerations: Do not aggressively attack uphill putts; the ball will easily roll
past.

Hole 6: "Pond" (Par 4)

Statistically rated as the most difficult hole on the course, this 491-yard brute features a
terrifying blind tee shot playing over a native sandy wash. The only water hazard on the entire
property guards the right side of the fairway, located just under 100 yards short of the green.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid/Long Iron.
e Tee Shot Strategy: Execute the 245-yard carry over the native wash on the right. This
rewards the player with an open view and a clear run-up lane.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Surgical precision required. Do not bail out left into the deep
bunker, which leaves a blast shot back toward the water.

e Greenside Play: Maintain a low trajectory on pitches to control rollout.
e Putting Considerations: Center of the green is always a successful outcome.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Fairway Wood; Wedge.
e Tee Shot Strategy: Drive safely to the visible left side of the fairway, conceding the
longer approach.

10
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e Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up short of the pond and the bunkers. The resulting wedge
shot is statistically safer than a long iron over the hazard.

e Greenside Play: Pitch safely away from the right-side water fall-off.

e Putting Considerations: Settle for a two-putt bogey.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim as far left as visible to guarantee safety off the tee.

e Approach Shot Strategy: A forced lay-up. Play an iron out to the left fairway zone,
completely eliminating the water hazard.

e Greenside Play: Chip onto the green and secure a two-putt.

e Putting Considerations: Minimize risk; read the general slope toward the water.

Hole 7: "Redan" (Par 3)

A pristine surviving example of the "Redan" template hole from the C.B. Macdonald era. The
notoriously firm green sits at a severe 45-degree angle to the tee, sloping sharply from the
front-right to the back-left, defended by a cavernous short-left bunker.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Do not aim at the flag. Land a holding draw on the front-right collar
and allow the natural, sweeping contours to funnel the ball toward the hole.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: Missing right leaves a glass-like downhill pitch. Precision on the collar is
mandatory.

e Putting Considerations: The slope is severe. Putts from the right side will break sharply
left.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Mid-Iron or Hybrid.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim purely for the front-right quadrant of the green complex. Accept
a long, sweeping putt over flirting with the bunkers.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: Do not short-side yourself left; the bunker recovery is nearly impossible.

e Putting Considerations: Focus entirely on speed to avoid three-putting across the Redan
slope.

High-Handicap Strategy:

11
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e Club Selection: Hybrid or Fairway Wood.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Play short and right of the green. Do not attempt to carry the left-side
fortress bunker.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: Chip from the right fairway up onto the green, letting it feed down to
the hole.

e Putting Considerations: Lag putt to a 3-foot circle.

Hole 8: "Lowlands" (Par 4)

A strategic marvel that relies entirely on visual deception. Off the tee, the right side appears
incredibly inviting, but driving right forces a terrifying approach over the fairway bunkers to a
shallow green that actively runs away from the player.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver or 3-Wood; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Drive as far left as possible to open the depth of the green, taking on
the longer route to avoid the visual trap.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Attack the pin directly from the superior left angle, bypassing
the massive right-side green shoulder.

e Greenside Play: Beware the severe fall-offs on the left and rear.

e Putting Considerations: The green is shallow; read the subtle run-offs.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Short Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Hug the left center. Ignore the right-side fairway bunkers completely.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the center-left of the green.

e Greenside Play: Avoid the impenetrable right shoulder of the green, which will violently
reject approach shots.

e Putting Considerations: Read the break feeding away from the massive front shoulder.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid-lron; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim exclusively at the left rough line to ensure the ball stays left of
the hazard line.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up short of the bunkers if out of position.

e Greenside Play: The green is incredibly shallow. A bump-and-run from short is
preferable to an aerial shot that rolls off the back.

e Putting Considerations: Ensure you do not hit the first putt off the front edge.
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Hole 9: "Ben Nevis" (Par 4)

Plunging into a deep valley off a blind tee shot, "Ben Nevis" culminates in a herculean approach
shot that climbs 50 vertical feet up to a violently pitched, back-to-front green resting below the
clubhouse.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid/Long Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim at the clubhouse chimneys depending on crosswind. Execute a
powerful drive to reach the flat portion of the valley.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Take one to two extra clubs for the 50-foot elevation change.
Must land below the hole; anything above is a guaranteed bogey.

e Greenside Play: Pitches from above the hole must be executed with extreme delicacy.

e Putting Considerations: Downhill putts are virtually impossible to stop. Lag putting uphill
is the only viable aggressive play.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Fairway Wood.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Trust the blind line over the chicane fairway.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the front edge of the green. A miss short tumbling
down the fairway is vastly preferable to missing long.

e Greenside Play: If short, pitch aggressively up the hill, ensuring you carry the false front.

e Putting Considerations: Leave all putts below the hole.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Wedge.

o Tee Shot Strategy: Make solid contact. Uneven lies in the valley are inevitable.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Do not force a long club off a hanging lie. Advance the ball to
the base of the hill.

e Greenside Play: Pitch up the 50-foot elevation. Two-putt for bogey or double.

e Putting Considerations: Speed control is the only factor that matters on this severe
incline.

Hole 10: "Eastward Ho" (Par 4)

Showcasing extreme, slalom-like topography, a massive ridge bisects the fairway before
plunging into a deep valley and rising abruptly back up to a perched, exceedingly shallow saddle
green.

Low-Handicap Strategy:
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e Club Selection: Driver or 3-Wood; Wedge or Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Option A: Bomb the driver over the ridge into the valley for an 85-
yard wedge. Option B: Lay up 240 yards to the top of the ridge for a flat lie.

e Approach Shot Strategy: If in the valley, precisely control distance on the blind, uphill
wedge. If on the ridge, strike a high mid-iron to hold the saddle green.

e Greenside Play: Brutal run-offs front and back require immense concentration and spin
control.

e Putting Considerations: The saddle shape dictates complex, double-breaking putts.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Hit driver. If it crests the ridge, great. If not, play from the downhill
slope.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Aim strictly for the center saddle.

e Greenside Play: A miss short rolls 60 yards back down. Take an extra club to ensure
carry.

e Putting Considerations: Lag putt to the center of the saddle.
High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the ball in play between the left and right bunkers.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Advance the ball into the valley. Do not attempt to hit a hybrid
up the massive hill.

e Greenside Play: Pitch up the hill carefully, ensuring enough momentum to crest the false
front.

e Putting Considerations: Secure the two-putt by prioritizing speed.

Hole 11: "Hill Head" (Par 3)

Situated on the highest, most exposed point of the property, this 159-yard hole is entirely
vulnerable to coastal winds. Features a minuscule, diagonally angled green with massive, 12-
foot-deep bunkers low and right.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Short-to-Mid Iron (heavily wind-dependent).

e Tee Shot Strategy: Total commitment required. Target the middle-left of the green
regardless of pin location. Flight the ball low if the wind is howling.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A
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e Greenside Play: Avoid the right-side bunkers at all costs; they require a heroic explosion
shot just to save bogey.

e Putting Considerations: Fast, wind-swept green. Beware of gusts affecting the ball on
the green.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim for the left fringe. The wind and terrain will generally push the
ball right.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: If in the thick fescue on the left, chop down aggressively to pop the ball
onto the surface.

e Putting Considerations: Play for a safe two-putt.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Mid-Iron or Hybrid.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Play short and left. The green is too small a target for high-handicap
dispersion metrics.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: Chip onto the green. Accept bogey as a very good score here.

e Putting Considerations: Lag putt from the fringe.

Hole 12: "Tuckahoe" (Par 4)

Features an elevated tee shot looking down on a fairway that cants heavily and aggressively
from left to right. Uniquely, there are no greenside bunkers, but the green is bisected by a
distinct topographic channel, creating separate left and right wings.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Short Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Challenge the left side of the fairway. Carry the left-side pinch point
to prevent the ball from bounding into the right rough.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Attack the flag. You must land on the correct "wing" of the
bisected green relative to the pin location to avoid a guaranteed three-putt.

e Greenside Play: Navigate the internal contours with extreme care.

e Putting Considerations: Crossing the central channel on a putt is incredibly difficult to
judge.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:
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e Club Selection: Driver; Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim left of center and let the natural slope feed the ball right.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the center of the green, ignoring tucked pins.

e Greenside Play: Utilize the lack of bunkers to play safe bump-and-run chips.

e Putting Considerations: Lag putting over the central topographic channel is the true
defense of this hole.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Do not attempt the 250-yard carry over the right bunkers. Aim safely
left.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Play a bump-and-run up the open front of the green.

e Greenside Play: Ground-game chipping is highly effective and recommended.

e Putting Considerations: Focus on distance control to navigate the tiers.

Hole 13: "Road Side" (Par 4)

A shorter par 4 that doglegs to the right and plays steadily uphill. Employs a counter-intuitive
architectural trope where the best line off the tee is actually to the outside of the dogleg (the
left side) to access the heavily crowned putting surface.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driving Iron or 3-Wood; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Push the drive to the left side (outside of the dogleg). This provides
an unobstructed, superior angle into the crowned green.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Impart high spin to hold the firmest, most aggressively
crowned sections of the putting surface.

e Greenside Play: Collection areas demand precise, nipped wedge shots to recover.

e Putting Considerations: Putts will shed off the edges; aim for the dead center.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver or Fairway Wood; Short Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Do not attempt to cut the corner on the right. Hit a safe, straight shot
to the left-center.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Play to the center of the green. Shots aimed at the edges will
shed violently into the collection areas.

e Greenside Play: Putt from the fringes if uncertain about chipping from tight lies.

e Putting Considerations: Respect the subtle crowning breaks.
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High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim down the middle.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Lay-up if uncomfortable with the uphill distance.

e Greenside Play: Expect the approach to shed off the green. Play a conservative chip to
the middle.

e Putting Considerations: Two-putt for bogey.

Hole 14: "Thom's Elbow" (Par 4)

Crossing back over Tuckahoe Road, this hole drops sharply from an elevated tee into a sweeping
natural valley. The green provides a rare moment of architectural relief, shaped like a saucer
that actively corrals slight mis-hits back toward the center.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Long Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Hug the right-side dune ridge, flirting with the 285-yard bunker to
fight the severe right-to-left fairway cant and hold the short grass.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Strike a long iron slightly uphill. Target the specific restored
shelf housing the pin position.

e Greenside Play: Missing the green entirely leaves a grueling recovery shot from the deep
rough.

e Putting Considerations: Center approaches leave brutal uphill putts to the shelves.
Speed is critical.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim right. The ball will heavily bound left.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Play as a par 5. Hit a hybrid into the valley approach zone.

e Greenside Play: Pitch into the forgiving saucer green, utilizing the slopes to funnel the
ball.

e Putting Considerations: Use the bowl effect to your advantage.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Fairway Wood; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Simply keep it in play.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Station-to-station advancement down the fairway.

e Greenside Play: Avoid the deep rough surrounding the bowl. Chip safely to the center.
e Putting Considerations: Ensure the first putt navigates the slopes smoothly.
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Hole 15: "Sebonac" (Par 4)

A dramatic descent from the high ridge, presenting a fascinating conundrum regarding spin
dynamics. The hole typically plays downwind, but the green subtly pitches away from the
fairway, making it impossible to hold without maximum spin.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Long Iron off tee; Full Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Lay back off the tee to avoid the 250-to-350-yard fairway pinch-point
and ensure a full swing approach.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Taking a full swing is paramount. Generating maximum RPMs
of spin is the only way to hold the away-pitching green downwind.

e Greenside Play: Fast, away-sloping chips require incredibly soft hands.

e Putting Considerations: Downhill putts here are lightning fast.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver or Fairway Wood; Short Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim for the widest visible fairway segment short of the pinch.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Land the ball short and let it run onto the green. Aerial shots
will inevitably bound over the back.

e Greenside Play: The front bunkers are unique to Shinnecock; avoid them at all costs.

e Putting Considerations: Lag putt carefully on the away-sloping turf.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Hit driver straight away.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Lay up short of the front bunkers.

e Greenside Play: Pitch over the front bunkers onto the green, accepting the rollout.
e Putting Considerations: Two-putt for bogey.

Hole 16: "Shinnecock" (Par 5)

The postcard hole at Shinnecock Hills is a 616-yard marathon playing uphill into a prevailing
headwind. The fairway snakes in a distinctive "S-curve" featuring deep cross-bunkering on the
left.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Fairway Wood / Long Iron; Wedge.
e Tee Shot Strategy: Power over the left cross-bunkers (requiring a 265-yard carry).
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e Approach Shot Strategy: The lay-up is the most critical shot. Navigate the tilting terrain
to precisely place the ball on the right side of the fairway for the best wedge angle.

e Greenside Play: Do not over-cook the wedge; the closely mown run-off at the rear is
lethal.

e Putting Considerations: Read the subtle breaks generated by the S-curve topography.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Hybrid; Short Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim right to avoid the deep cross-bunkers entirely.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Play a conservative lay-up short of the offset left bunkers.
e Greenside Play: Pitch to the center of the heavily defended green.

e Putting Considerations: Focus purely on a solid two-putt.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Fairway Wood; Hybrid; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Focus solely on fairway connection.

e Approach Shot Strategy: It will take three full shots just to reach the approach zone. Do
not rush the architecture; play it safe.

e Greenside Play: Keep the ball in front of the flag.

e Putting Considerations: Distance control on a tiring 600+ yard hole is key.

Hole 17: "Eden" (Par 3)

Derived from the legendary template hole at St. Andrews, this climax tests a player's nerve. The
prevailing wind sweeps aggressively from left to right, fighting the natural right-to-left angle of
the green, which is framed by deep, intimidating bunkers.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Mid-to-Short Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Hit a holding draw directly over the right-side bunker to access back-
left pins, fighting the left-to-right wind.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: Missing short leaves a delicate pitch up a steep embankment.

e Putting Considerations: Read the subtleties. The green is much deeper than it appears
from the tee.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Mid-Iron.
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e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim firmly at the center of the green. Do not tempt fate by firing at
tucked pins near the cavernous traps.

e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: Missing short is better than missing lateral. Pitch up the embankment.

e Putting Considerations: Lag putt to a 3-foot radius.

High-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Hybrid or Fairway Wood.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Play for the short-right bail-out area to guarantee avoiding the sand.
e Approach Shot Strategy: N/A

e Greenside Play: Chip on and two-putt to avoid card-ruining disaster.

e Putting Considerations: Simple lag putting.

Hole 18: "Home" (Par 4)

The iconic finish provides a legendary theater below the Stanford White clubhouse. A semi-

blind tee shot must be carved around a massive sand dune, leading to a green benched heavily

into a hollow that slopes severely from back-to-front and right-to-left.

Low-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Short/Mid-Iron.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Carve a daring line down the left side over the dune (requires 250—
300-yard carries) to drastically shorten the approach and secure the optimal angle.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Absolute imperative to keep the ball below the hole.

e Greenside Play: Extreme caution required; chipping from above the hole is near
impossible to stop.

e Putting Considerations: Putts from above the hole frequently run completely off the
front of the green and down the fairway.

Mid-Handicap Strategy:

e Club Selection: Driver; Long Iron / Hybrid.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Bail out to the wide-open right side. This leaves a brutal, long
approach, but keeps the ball in play.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Aim for the front edge of the green. Let the ball release up the
slope.

e Greenside Play: Lag putt effectively if you catch the fringe. Par here is an incredible
achievement.

e Putting Considerations: Respect the massive back-to-front pitch.

High-Handicap Strategy:
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e Club Selection: Driver; Fairway Wood; Wedge.

e Tee Shot Strategy: Aim right, avoiding the left-side dune completely.

e Approach Shot Strategy: Play as a par 5. Lay up short of the green hollow.

e Greenside Play: Pitch carefully to stay below the hole.

e Putting Considerations: Conclude the round prioritizing distance control on the final,
terrifying green.
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Disclaimer

This strategy guide is based on publicly available information and player-provided data as of the publication date.
While every effort has been made to ensure the accuracy of yardages, tee locations, and strategic insights, golf
course conditions are inherently variable and beyond the author's control.

e Course Layout and Yardages: Tee configurations, hole distances, and routing may vary due to course
maintenance, renovations, or event-specific modifications. Users should confirm current yardages and
routing at the course before play.

e Hole and Flagstick Locations: Flag placements change frequently, sometimes daily. Strategic guidance is
based on standard green configurations and does not account for temporary hole locations.

e Course Conditions: Weather, ground firmness, rough length, and green speed may affect the viability of
any recommendations. The guide assumes standard playing conditions unless otherwise noted.

e Player Variables: The guide is tailored to the player's provided handicap, sex, age, shot distances, and on-
course tendencies. However, individual performance is influenced by situational factors including mental
state, fitness, swing variability, and course setup.

e Branding and Endorsement: This guide is independently produced and not affiliated with or endorsed by
any golf course or equipment manufacturer mentioned or its management. All observations and
recommendations reflect the data analysis.

e Pre-round & pre-shot routines: The user of this guide should consult with their physician before beginning
any exercise or fitness routine.

By using this guide, players agree to apply its recommendations at their own discretion and acknowledge the
dynamic nature of real-world course play.
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