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A Blueprint for Conquering 
The GCI Public Golf Course 
Comprehensive Course Overview and Architectural Philosophy 
Nestled in the rolling, glacially-formed keƩle moraine landscape of southeastern Wisconsin, The 
GCI Public Golf Course stands as a premier example of modern strategic golf architecture 
intertwined with punishing natural topography. Stretching to a formidable 6,925 yards from the 
Black (V) tees, the course commands a Course RaƟng of 75.1 and a Slope RaƟng of 137, 
establishing it as a rigorous championship test. The architectural rouƟng features a disƟnct 
duality. The outward nine is designed to build a player's rhythm, offering relaƟvely generous 
driving corridors while introducing subtle strategic demands around the greens. Conversely, the 
inward nine is routed through the property's most severe woodlands, featuring dramaƟc 
elevaƟon changes, deep glacial formaƟons, and an unrelenƟng psychological pressure that 
punishes uncommiƩed execuƟon. 

The agronomic foundaƟon of the golf course heavily influences strategic decision-making. The 
GCI uƟlizes Zoysia grass for its fairways. This specific turf varietal is renowned for its sƟff blades, 
which prop the golf ball up, yielding highly favorable, upright lies that promote clean, crisp iron 
contact. However, Zoysia heavily penalizes steep angles of aƩack and mishits; fat shots will be 
stopped immediately by the dense turf matrix, severely reducing distance. Bordering these 
manicured surfaces are mature oak trees, thick, wispy fescue grass, and natural stone quarry 
features. 

The greens complexes are highly varied, transiƟoning from massive, mulƟ-Ɵered surfaces with 
severe false fronts to diminuƟve, heavily contoured targets guarded by deep, rugged pot 
bunkers. A defining architectural philosophy at The GCI is the concept of strategic duality and 
risk-reward geometry; the course consistently forces the golfer to weigh the temptaƟon of 
aggressive carries over hazards against the mathemaƟcal safety of conservaƟve, forced layups. 

General Strategy and Statistical Imperatives 
NavigaƟng The GCI Public Golf Course successfully requires a disciplined, analyƟcal approach 
rooted in staƟsƟcal probabiliƟes rather than emoƟonal, heroic execuƟon. The proliferaƟon of 
on-course data tracking has illuminated the exact areas where amateur golfers lose strokes, 
providing a stark baseline for strategic course management. 

Driving Distance, Accuracy, and the Tee Shot 
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Distance off the tee is a criƟcal differenƟator in scoring potenƟal, but its value is enƟrely 
dependent on keeping the ball out of penalty areas. Comprehensive analysis of millions of 
amateur rounds indicates that the average 5-handicap male golfer drives the ball 261 yards in 
the air, while a 15-handicapper averages 236 yards, and a 25-handicapper averages 204 yards. 
For female golfers, a low-handicapper (5.0) averages 222 yards off the tee, a mid-handicapper 
(15.0) averages 185 yards, and a high-handicapper (25.0) averages 167 yards. 

InteresƟngly, driving accuracy does not dramaƟcally plummet as handicap increases. Scratch 
and low-handicap players hit approximately 50% to 56.5% of fairways (Fairways in RegulaƟon, or 
FIR), while mid-handicappers (15.0) hit 48%, and high-handicappers (25.0) hit roughly 43% to 
46%. The strategic imperaƟve off the tee at The GCI is therefore not a desperate pursuit of the 
short grass, but rather a calculated strategy of missing on the correct side of the fairway to 
opƟmize the subsequent approach angle and avoid the penal fescue and mature oaks. 

Approach Play, Mishits, and Greens in Regulation (GIR) 

The most significant staƟsƟcal separator in amateur golf scoring is Approach Play and Greens in 
RegulaƟon (GIR). Advanced strokes-gained metrics reveal that a scratch golfer hits 
approximately 56.8% to 61% of greens in regulaƟon. This figure drops precipitously as the 
handicap rises; a 15-handicap player hits only 24% to 26.4% of greens, and a 25-handicap player 
finds the puƫng surface on approach only 9% to 10% of the Ɵme. 

At The GCI, where the greens are frequently elevated, guarded by deep pot bunkers, or 
protected by false fronts, mid-to-high handicap players must fundamentally shiŌ their approach 
strategy. Pin-seeking is mathemaƟcally unsound. The opƟmal approach is to target the center of 
the green or the widest accessible bailout areas, acknowledging that an average mishit for a 20-
handicapper occurs mulƟple Ɵmes per round and oŌen results in heavy penalƟes if directed at 
short-sided pins. 

Short Game, Proximity, and Putting 

Short game proficiency and puƫng averages degrade steadily as handicaps increase. A scratch 
player gets up and down to save par 50% to 54% of the Ɵme, while a 25-handicapper converts 
these opportuniƟes only 24% to 25% of the Ɵme. Furthermore, from the rough around the 
green, a 15-yard pitch shot for a 10-handicapper is staƟsƟcally as difficult to hole out as a 91-
foot puƩ. 

Puƫng staƟsƟcs also reveal a wider variance. Low handicappers average around 31 to 32 puƩs 
per round, while mid and high handicappers average 35 to 37 puƩs. Because The GCI features 
heavily contoured Zoysia and bentgrass mixed greens with disƟnct Ɵers, prioriƟzing lag puƫng 
and speed control over aggressive birdie aƩempts is essenƟal to minimizing three-puƩs. 
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Penalty Stroke Avoidance 

Penalty strokes act as the primary catalyst for scorecard destrucƟon. A 10-handicap player 
incurs three or more penalty shots on approximately 25% of their rounds. High-handicap players 
accumulate significantly more penalty strokes per round compared to their lower-handicap 
peers, with a 15-handicapper showing a massive 1.22 stroke variance in penalty accumulaƟon 
between their best and worst days. The overarching strategy at The GCI - parƟcularly on water-
guarded holes like 7, 12, and 16 - must enƟrely eliminate the risk of a penalty stroke, even if it 
dictates laying up on a Par 3 or playing a pitch shot directly away from the hole locaƟon. 

Optimal Tee Selection Matrix 
SelecƟng the appropriate tee box is the foundaƟon of an enjoyable, compeƟƟve, and 
staƟsƟcally sound round of golf. The industry standard for determining opƟmal course length 
uƟlizes the formula: 

 Ideal Course Length = Average Driver Distance x 28. 

By synthesizing the empirical driver distance data across handicap and gender cohorts, the 
following recommendaƟons align the player's typical ball speed and carry distances with the 
specific architectural forced-carries and landing zones intended by the designers of The GCI 
Public Golf Course. 

Player Profile Average Handicap Index Avg. Driver Distance Calculated Ideal 
Length (Distance×28) 

Recommended Tee Box Tee Yardage 

Male - Low 
Handicap 

5.0 261 yards 7,308 yards Black (V) 6,925 yards 

Male - Mid 
Handicap 

15.0 236 yards 6,608 yards Blue (IV) 6,510 yards 

Male - High 
Handicap 

25.0 204 yards 5,712 yards White (III) 6,055 yards 

Female - Low 
Handicap 

5.0 222 yards 6,216 yards White (III) 6,055 yards 

Female - Mid 
Handicap 

15.0 185 yards 5,180 yards Gold (II) 5,280 yards 

Female - High 
Handicap 

25.0 167 yards 4,676 yards Red (I) 4,315 yards 
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Contextual Note: For the Male High Handicap player, the calculated ideal length is 5,712 yards. 
The White tee (6,055 yards) is recommended to maintain the strategic integrity and sequencing 
of the course's longer par 4s and 5s, though the Gold tee (5,280 yards) serves as a highly 
acceptable alternaƟve for maximizing pace of play and enjoyment. 

Course Handicap and Expected Scoring Models 
A Course Handicap represents the number of strokes a player receives to play to the par of the 
course from a specific set of tees. The official formula uƟlized is: 

 Course Handicap = Handicap Index x (Slope RaƟng ÷ 113) + (Course RaƟng - Par) 

It is a common misconcepƟon that a Handicap Index reflects a golfer's average score. Rather, it 
reflects their potenƟal scoring ability based on their best eight rounds out of their last twenty. 
StaƟsƟcal modeling indicates that low-handicap golfers typically shoot 4 to 5 strokes higher than 
their index on an average day, while mid-to-high handicappers shoot 6 to 8 strokes higher due 
to an increased frequency of mishits, penalty strokes, and three-puƩs. 

The following table projects the Course Handicap (CH) and the Expected Score on this course for 
our standardized player profiles. The Expected Score is calculated by adding the Course Par (72), 
the calculated Course Handicap, and an established variance factor represenƟng average daily 
penalƟes and mishits. 

Player Profile Tee Box (Slope / CR) Course Handicap CalculaƟon  Final CH Est. PenalƟes/Mishits Expected Score 

Male Low (5.0) Black (137 / 75.1) 5.0 x (137 ÷ 113) + (75.1 - 72) 9 + 4 strokes 85 

Male Mid (15.0) Blue (133 / 73.5) 15.0 x (133 ÷ 113) + (73.5 - 72) 19 + 6 strokes 97 

Male High (25.0) White (128 / 71.8) 25.0 x (128 ÷ 113) + (71.8 - 72) 28 + 8 strokes 108 

Female Low 
(5.0) 

White (128 / 71.8) 5.0 x (128 ÷ 113) + (71.8 - 72) 5 + 4 strokes 81 

Female Mid 
(15.0) 

Gold (121 / 69.9) 15.0 x (121 ÷ 113) + (69.9 - 72) 14 + 6 strokes 92 

Female High 
(25.0) 

Red (110 / 65.8) 25.0 x (110 ÷ 113) + (65.8 - 72) 18 + 8 strokes 98 
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Comprehensive Hole-by-Hole Strategic Guide 
The following manual provides exhausƟve, shot-by-shot tacƟcal instrucƟon tailored for three 
standard male profiles based on staƟsƟcal averages: Low Handicap (5.0), Mid Handicap (15.0), 
and High Handicap (25.0). Yardages correspond to their assigned tees (Black, Blue, and White, 
respecƟvely). Club recommendaƟons are based on established average carry distances for these 
specific handicap Ɵers. 

Hole 1 – “The Handshake” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 385 yds, Blue 365 yds, White 340 yds | Index 13 

DescripƟon: A gentle, straightaway opening hole designed to ease players into the round. The 
generous Zoysia fairway is framed by mature oak trees. The primary defense is a large right-side 
fairway bunker located 250-270 yards from the back tees. The green is massive and slopes 
gently from back to front. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 385 yds): 

 Club: Driver (Average carry: 261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Target the leŌ-center of the fairway. The driver carry distance aligns 

directly with the fairway bunker on the right (~250-270 yards to clear). The generous 
width of the fairway allows for an aggressive swing, but keeping the ball leŌ miƟgates 
the bunker risk enƟrely. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~124 yards remaining. Pitching Wedge (126 yds). The large 
green is highly recepƟve. With a 5-handicapper hiƫng roughly 46% of greens from this 
distance, aim directly for the pin unless it is tucked behind a severe contour. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: With a prevailing back-to-front slope, keeping the approach shot 
below the hole ensures an aggressive, uphill birdie puƩ. Downhill puƩs on this surface 
will be excepƟonally fast. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 365 yds): 

 Club: Driver (Average carry: 236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim leŌ of center. The typical 236-yard driver carry will land perfectly 

short of the primary bunker complex, taking it out of play. A smooth tempo is vital to 
secure a Fairway in RegulaƟon (FIR) to start the round. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~129 yards remaining. 9-Iron (136 yds). Favor the middle of the 
green to secure an opening GIR. Gripping down slightly on a 9-iron offers beƩer control 
than forcing a full Pitching Wedge. 
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 Greenside & Puƫng: If the approach comes up short, the lie off the Zoysia will be Ɵght. 
Use a low-loŌed wedge or 8-iron to bump and run the ball up the recepƟve front slope 
rather than aƩempƟng a high-spin pitch. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 340 yds): 

 Club: Driver (Average carry: 204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus purely on tempo and making solid contact. Aim straight down 

the middle; the bunker is mathemaƟcally out of reach for a 204-yard carry. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~136 yards remaining. 6-Iron (137 yds) or 7-Iron (132 yds). The 

priority is making solid center-face contact. Missing slightly short is highly acceptable 
due to the open green front. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Avoid deceleraƟon on the first puƩ. The excepƟonally large green 
requires excellent lag puƫng. A 3-puƩ is the most common error here for high 
handicappers. 

Hole 2 – “Oak Alley” (Par 5) 

Metrics: Black 540 yds, Blue 520 yds, White 495 yds | Index 7 

DescripƟon: A slight dogleg leŌ demanding accuracy through a chute of mature oak trees. A 
small creek bisects the fairway 100 yards short of the green, introducing a forced layup. A deep 
bunker protects the front-leŌ of a two-Ɵered green. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 540 yds): 

 Club: 3-Wood (234 yds) or Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A controlled draw with a 3-wood is preferred to navigate the narrow 

oak chute and keep the ball safely in the short grass. 
 Approach Shot Strategy (Layup): With ~300 yards remaining to the green, the creek sits 

at 200 yards away. A mid-iron (e.g., 5-iron for 183 yds) leaves an opƟmal 115–120-yard 
approach. 

 Third Shot: ~115 yards. Gap Wedge (109 yds) or smooth Pitching Wedge. Control spin to 
access the correct Ɵer of the green. Avoid the front-leŌ bunker at all costs. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Misjudging the Ɵer results in a guaranteed three-puƩ. Read the 
transiƟon slope carefully and ensure the approach shot carries to the correct level. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 520 yds): 

 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Favor the right side of the chute to allow for a natural fade, keeping 

the ball away from the heavy leŌ-side oaks. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy (Layup): ~284 yards to the green. The creek is exactly 184 yards 
away. Lay-up safely short of the hazard with a 6-iron (162 yds) or 7-iron (154 yds). Do not 
risk a hybrid that might roll into the water. 

 Third Shot: ~122-130 yards. 9-Iron (136 yds) or Pitching Wedge. Aim to the right-center 
of the green, taking the deep front-leŌ bunker enƟrely out of play. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: If the approach misses right, uƟlize the slope of the green to 
funnel the chip shot toward the hole. Speed control on the two-Ɵered green is criƟcal to 
avoiding a bogey. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 495 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the swing compact to avoid the trees. Distance is secondary to 

finding the short grass. A punch-out from the oaks is a wasted stroke. 
 Approach Shot Strategy (Layup): ~291 yards to the green. The creek is 191 yards away. 

Execute a highly conservaƟve layup with a 7-iron (132 yds) or 8-iron (122 yds). 
 Third Shot: ~159-169 yards remaining over the creek. 4-Iron (151 yds) or 5-Iron (143 

yds). The water introduces significant psychological pressure. Commit to the club and 
swing aggressively through the ball. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Two-puƩ focus. Geƫng up and down from the front-leŌ bunker is 
a staƟsƟcal improbability for a 25-handicap (10% sand save success). Aim for the middle-
right of the green. 

Hole 3 – “The Quarry” (Par 3) 

Metrics: Black 215 yds, Blue 195 yds, White 175 yds | Index 15 

DescripƟon: A dramaƟc downhill par 3 set against a stone quarry wall. The green is wide, 
shallow, and slopes significantly from back to front toward a collecƟon area. The elevaƟon drop 
requires careful club selecƟon. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 215 yds): 

 Club: 4-Iron (201 yds) or 5-Iron (183 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The elevaƟon drop plays at least one club shorter. Aim for the center 

of the shallow green, keeping the ball flight controlled and low to miƟgate wind shear in 
the valley. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Missing long into the quarry wall is disastrous. Missing short leaves 

an uphill chip from the collecƟon area, allowing aggressive wedge play. The back-to-front 
slope makes above-the-hole puƩs treacherous. 
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Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 195 yds): 

 Club: 4-Iron (186 yds) or 5-Iron (169 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Trust the yardage adjustment. The visual inƟmidaƟon of the quarry 

wall oŌen causes deceleraƟon and fat shots. Commit to a smooth, full swing targeƟng 
the front half of the green. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Ensure the first puƩ gets up the hill. PuƩs from above the hole will 

be extremely fast and difficult to stop. A three-puƩ is highly likely if the approach lands 
above the pin. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 175 yds): 

 Club: 3-Wood (178 yds) or 4-Iron (151 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Because GIR is staƟsƟcally low for this cohort (only 10%), the strategic 

play is to deliberately aim for the front collecƟon area to avoid any chance of a ricochet 
off the back wall. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Use a puƩer (Texas wedge) or a low-loŌed 8-iron from the front 

collecƟon area rather than a high-risk loŌed wedge shot. The Ɵght Zoysia lie makes a 60-
degree wedge incredibly risky. 

Hole 4 – “Glacial Ridge” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 445 yds, Blue 425 yds, White 400 yds | Index 1 

DescripƟon: The most difficult hole on the course. An uphill tee shot to a fairway canƟng 
severely leŌ-to-right along a glacial drumlin. The approach is played from an uneven lie to an 
elevated green defended by a deep right bunker and a sharp fall-off to the leŌ. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 445 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim up the high leŌ side of the fairway. The ball will ride the slope 

and feed toward the center. Missing right finds thick, penal fescue. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~184 yards remaining. 5-Iron (183 yds). The ball will likely be 

below the feet, naturally promoƟng a fade. Aim leŌ-center of the elevated green to 
account for the ball flight. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Due to the elevated nature of the green, missing right into the 
bunker leaves an incredibly difficult up-and-down (even for a 5-handicap, who only 
converts 47% from standard greenside locaƟons). Play conservaƟvely to the center. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 425 yds): 
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 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The leŌ edge of the fairway is the only acceptable target. The severe 

leŌ-to-right cant demands precision. A slice here is an immediate lost ball. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~189 yards from an uneven lie. 4-Iron (186 yds). The elevated 

green adds effecƟve yardage. Focus on maintaining posture through the swing to 
counter the ball-below-feet lie. Do not overswing. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Par is a bonus. If the approach misses leŌ down the sharp fall-off, 
the chip back up requires loŌ and extremely soŌ hands. A 2-puƩ bogey is a successful 
outcome. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 400 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim as far leŌ as mathemaƟcally possible. If the ball enters the fescue 

on the right, accept the penalty of a bogey, take your medicine, and pitch out sideways 
rather than aƩempƟng a hero shot that results in a double-digit score. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~196 yards remaining. 3-Wood (178 yds). Do not try to force 
the ball onto the green. Play a layup shot to the base of the elevated green, leaving a 
straighƞorward pitch. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: A 3-on, 2-puƩ bogey is a brilliant score on the #1 handicap hole. 
Lag puƩ carefully on the severe contours. 

Hole 5 – “The Long Haul” (Par 5) 

Metrics: Black 560 yds, Blue 535 yds, White 505 yds | Index 5 

DescripƟon: The longest hole, playing directly into prevailing westerly winds. A series of cross-
bunkers complicates the second shot. The large green features three disƟnct secƟons. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 560 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A low, penetraƟng trajectory is required to bore through the 

headwind. Tee the ball slightly lower and move it back a fracƟon in the stance. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~299 yards to the pin. 3-Wood (234 yds) or Long Iron. Navigate 

the cross-bunkers by playing to a specific yardage. The goal is to leave a comfortable 80–
100-yard full wedge rather than an awkward half-wedge. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Evaluate the pin locaƟon carefully. The green's three secƟons act 
as disƟnct targets; finding the wrong secƟon guarantees a 3-puƩ. Aggressive puƫng is 
viable if on the correct Ɵer. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 535 yds): 
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 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Swing within yourself. Forcing power into the wind oŌen results in 

lateral misses and high spin, which the wind will exaggerate. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~299 yards remaining. Lay up short of the cross-bunkers with a 

5-Iron (169 yds) or 6-Iron (162 yds). 
 Third Shot: ~130-140 yards. 8-Iron (146 yds) or 9-Iron (136 yds). Aim for the center mass 

of the green, ignoring tucked pins enƟrely. 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Reading the grain of the Zoysia on the fringe is criƟcal if puƫng 

from off the green. Ensure the ball crests the internal Ɵers of the puƫng surface. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 505 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus on Fairways in RegulaƟon. The hole is a marathon; staying in 

the short grass is paramount for players who average over 98 strokes a round. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Play a comfortable club (e.g., 7-Iron at 132 yds) twice to march 

down the fairway, navigaƟng the cross-bunkers methodically. Do not aƩempt to hit 
fairway woods off the deck if contact is inconsistent. 

 Third/Fourth Shot: ~150-160 yards. 4-Iron (151 yds) or 5-Iron (143 yds). Let the ball run 
up to the green. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Distance control is the sole priority. Ensure the ball seƩles on the 
puƫng surface to eliminate compounding chip shots. 

Hole 6 – “The Narrows” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 330 yds, Blue 315 yds, White 290 yds | Index 11 

DescripƟon: A short risk-reward par 4. Rugged bunkers pinch the fairway at precisely the bogey 
golfer’s landing zone (180-200 yards). The fairway widens past the bunkers. The green is small, 
heavily contoured, and protected by deep pot bunkers. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 330 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The 261-yard carry comfortably clears the pinch point, finding the 

generous landing area beyond the bunkers. Swing aggressively. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~69 yards. Lob Wedge (71 yds) or Sand Wedge (86 yds). The 

approach is a delicate, high-spin pitch to a Ɵny, contoured green. Control trajectory to 
avoid the pot bunkers. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Short-siding oneself is fatal. Aim to leave an uphill puƩ, even if it 
means playing 15 feet away from the flag. 
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Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 315 yds): 

 Club: 4-Iron (186 yds) or 5-Iron (169 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The average driver (236 yds) brings the bunker pinch directly into 

play. The strategic move is to lay up short of the trouble with a long iron, assuring a 
fairway lie. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~129-146 yards. 9-Iron (136 yds) or 8-Iron (146 yds). A full 
swing with a short iron offers beƩer spin control into the small green than aƩempƟng a 
half-wedge out of fairway bunkers. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: The pot bunkers are deep enough to require a sideways exit if the 
lie is poor. Aim exclusively for the middle of the green. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 290 yds): 

 Club: 5-Iron (143 yds) or 6-Iron (137 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The pinch is exactly 180-200 yards away, perfectly intersecƟng this 

cohort's driver distance (204 yds). Hit a mid-iron to leave a manageable second shot 
without flirƟng with the hazards. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~147-153 yards. 5-Iron (143 yds) or 4-Iron (151 yds). Play short 
and let the ball feed onto the front edge of the green. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: If in a pot bunker, the primary goal is simply advancing the ball 
onto the grass. Do not aƩempt a hero flop shot; take a sand wedge, open the face 
slightly, and explode the sand. 

Hole 7 – “Whiskey Creek” (Par 3) 

Metrics: Black 185 yds, Blue 170 yds, White 150 yds | Index 17 

DescripƟon: A visually inƟmidaƟng par 3 playing enƟrely over a creek to a shallow green fronted 
by a low stone wall. A bunker guards the back-leŌ. Bailout room is available to the right. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 185 yds): 

 Club: 5-Iron (183 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Commit to the yardage. The shallow green demands a high apex and 

steep descent angle to stop the ball. Aim center-right to avoid the back-leŌ bunker and 
flirt with the safer side of the water. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: A pitch from the right bailout area is straighƞorward. PuƩs will 

break heavily toward the creek (front). 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 170 yds): 

 Club: 5-Iron (169 yds) or 4-Iron (186 yds). 
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 Tee Shot Strategy: Ignore the water and the stone wall. Focus enƟrely on a spot on the 
back half of the green. Taking an extra club (4-iron) is advisable if the strike is typically 
inconsistent, as missing long is far beƩer than finding the creek. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: If the ball goes into the right bailout, use a bump-and-run rather 

than a high-risk loŌed wedge to traverse the slope. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 150 yds): 

 Club: 4-Iron (151 yds) or 5-Iron (143 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: This is a quintessenƟal "do-or-die" hole. The staƟsƟcal likelihood of 

missing the green is roughly 90% for a 25-handicap. Aim enƟrely at the right bailout 
area. Taking the water out of play saves an average of 1.5 penalty strokes on this hole 
alone. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: From the bailout, chip the ball past the hole to avoid the risk of it 

trickling back down the false front toward the creek. 

Hole 8 – “The Crossroads” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 420 yds, Blue 400 yds, White 375 yds | Index 3 

DescripƟon: A strong dogleg-right par 4 presenƟng a clear strategic choice. Bunkers and fescue 
guard the inside corner. Carrying the corner requires 260+ yards. The green is protected by a 
severe right-side runoff. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 420 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The 261-yard average carry is precisely enough to challenge the 

corner on a high, aggressive line. A successful carry leaves a mere flip wedge into the 
green. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~150 yards (if safe leŌ) or ~80 yards (if aggressive right). 
Pitching Wedge (126 yds) or Sand Wedge (86 yds). The opƟmal angle is from the leŌ to 
uƟlize the slope and avoid the runoff. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: The right-side runoff is punishing. Approaches must favor the leŌ 
quadrant of the green to allow the ball to feed toward the center. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 400 yds): 

 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Do not aƩempt to cut the corner; 236 yards of carry will find the 

dense fescue. Aim leŌ to the fat, wide part of the fairway. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: ~164 yards remaining. 5-Iron (169 yds) or 6-Iron (162 yds). Aim 
strictly for the leŌ-center of the green to allow for a natural fade and counteract the 
runoff slope. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: If the ball catches the runoff, a Texas wedge (puƩer from off the 
green) is oŌen safer than a nippy wedge off the Ɵght Zoysia, which risks a chunked shot. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 375 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim far leŌ. The dogleg naturally shortens the hole, but staying out of 

the corner hazard is the only way to make a bogey or beƩer. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~171 yards. 3-Wood (178 yds) or 4-Iron (151 yds). The long 

approach necessitates a conservaƟve target. Aim well leŌ of the green and rely on a chip 
to save par or bogey. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Accept the two-puƩ bogey. Trying to pitch too close to pins tucked 
on the right side will result in the ball sliding down the runoff collecƟon area. 

Hole 9 – “Homeward View” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 415 yds, Blue 385 yds, White 365 yds | Index 9 

DescripƟon: An uphill par 4 finishing directly below the clubhouse. The fairway is wide, but the 
approach is severely uphill to a large, mulƟ-Ɵered green with a dramaƟc false front. Bunkers 
guard the front-leŌ and back-right. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 415 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Swing freely to the wide fairway. Maximizing distance reduces the 

severity of the uphill approach shot. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~154 yards remaining. 7-Iron (164 yds). Take one extra club to 

account for the elevaƟon. The ball must carry the false front, or it will be rejected 30 
yards back down the fairway. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Pin posiƟon dictates the Ɵer. Puƫng from the wrong Ɵer is a 
guaranteed 3-puƩ due to the severe transiƟons. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 385 yds): 

 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus on center contact. A ball in the rough severely limits the 

player's ability to generate the spin necessary to hold the elevated, firm green. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: ~149 yards remaining, playing like 165 yards. 5-Iron (169 yds). 
Do not aƩempt a low runner; the false front will stop it dead. The ball must fly all the 
way to the puƫng surface. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: If the ball spins off the false front, the subsequent pitch requires 
absolute commitment to drive the ball past the ridge without deceleraƟon. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 365 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the ball in play. The width of the fairway is a brief respite on an 

otherwise demanding front nine. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~161 yards remaining, playing like 180. 3-Wood (178 yds). The 

goal is to advance the ball as close to the green as possible without forcing a high-stress 
hero shot. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Being short is vastly beƩer than ending up in the deep bunkers 
framing the sides. Use a low-loŌed club to bump the ball up the false front on the third 
shot. 

Hole 10 – “The Drop” (Par 3) 

Metrics: Black 165 yds, Blue 155 yds, White 140 yds | Index 16 

DescripƟon: A stunning, severely downhill par 3 with a nearly 80-foot drop from tee to green. 
The green is the smallest on the course (4,145 square feet) and is heavily undulaƟng, 
surrounded by three deep pot bunkers. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 165 yds): 

 Club: 8-Iron (153 yds) or 9-Iron (139 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The 80-foot drop reduces the effecƟve playing yardage by 2 to 3 

clubs. The minuscule target demands precise trajectory control. Flight the ball low to 
minimize hang Ɵme and wind interference over the valley. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: The severe undulaƟons require extreme imaginaƟon on the 

greens. Speed control is paramount; downhill lip-outs can easily roll 10 feet past the 
hole. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 155 yds): 

 Club: 9-Iron (136 yds) or Pitching Wedge (121 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Trust the math on the elevaƟon change. The most common error 

here is hiƫng too much club and flying the green into the rear hazards. Aim strictly for 
the center mass of the green. 
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 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Avoid the pot bunkers. If forced to play from one, open the stance, 

accelerate through the ball, and use the bounce of the sand wedge to splash the ball out 
safely. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 140 yds): 

 Club: 9-Iron (108 yds) or Pitching Wedge (90 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The visual drop is deeply disorienƟng. Pick a target on the ground 

directly in front of the green and focus on making a smooth, balanced swing without 
trying to "liŌ" the ball. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Two-puƫng this small, undulaƟng surface is a massive victory. 

Read the fall line from the surrounding hills to determine the predominant break. 

Hole 11 – “The Plateau” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 470 yds, Blue 455 yds, White 430 yds | Index 2 

DescripƟon: A long, demanding, uphill par 4 featuring a blind tee shot over a crest to a fairway 
that slopes away. The approach is a long iron hit significantly uphill to a large, elevated green 
exposed to the wind. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 470 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Pick a specific tree branch or cloud on the horizon as a precise aiming 

point for the blind tee shot. Commit to the line. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~209 yards remaining, uphill into the wind. 3-Wood (234 yds) 

or 4-Iron (201 yds). This is a severe test of ball striking. A low, driving sƟnger is required 
to pierce the wind and hold the plateau. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: The exposed green means the wind will physically affect puƩs. 
Factor in a slight driŌ on cross-wind puƩs. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 455 yds): 

 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Trust the line over the crest. Do not steer or guide the ball; a fully 

commiƩed swing is necessary to hold the sloping fairway. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~219 yards remaining. Lay up. Hiƫng a hybrid from a sloping 

lie to an elevated, windy green is a staƟsƟcally low-percentage play. Lay up to a 
comfortable 80-yard wedge distance. 
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 Greenside & Puƫng: Execute the wedge shot to the center of the green to secure a 
bogey. A 5 on the #2 handicap hole is perfectly acceptable. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 430 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The blind shot is inƟmidaƟng. Focus enƟrely on alignment before 

addressing the ball, and trust the stance. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~226 yards remaining. Play this explicitly as a Par 5. Advance 

the ball with a 5-iron (143 yds), leaving a manageable short iron approach to the 
plateau. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Because the green is elevated, ensure the approach shot carries 
well onto the surface to avoid rolling back down the fairway collecƟon area. 

Hole 12 – “Gambler’s Choice” (Par 5) 

Metrics: Black 515 yds, Blue 490 yds, White 465 yds | Index 10 

DescripƟon: A classic reachable par 5 with a clear risk-reward matrix. A pond guards the enƟre 
right side of the green starƟng 70 yards out. The green slopes dangerously toward the water. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 515 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: A power fade down the center-leŌ maximizes distance and opens the 

opƟmal angle to the green. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~254 yards remaining. 3-Wood (234 yds). The green is 

reachable, but the right-side water is a magneƟc hazard. The safe-aggressive play is to 
target the front-leŌ edge, relying on a chip for birdie. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: PuƩs from above the hole (leŌ side) down toward the water are 
terrifyingly fast. Tap these with utmost care. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 490 yds): 

 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the ball in play strictly on the leŌ side of the fairway. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~254 yards remaining. Do not gamble. Lay-up with a 7-Iron 

(154 yds) down the leŌ side, leaving exactly 100 yards to the pin and enƟrely taking the 
water out of play. 

 Third Shot: ~100 yards. Gap Wedge (104 yds) or Pitching Wedge. Aim leŌ of the flag. Let 
the slope feed the ball toward the hole. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Aggressively play the break, knowing the gravitaƟonal pull of the 
ball wants to move right toward the pond. 
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High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 465 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim leŌ. The right side is dead. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: Lay-up with a mid-iron down the extreme leŌ side of the 

fairway. 
 Third Shot: ~130 yards. 7-Iron (132 yds). Aim at the extreme leŌ edge of the green. Even 

if the ball misses leŌ, chipping from dry land is vastly superior to taking a penalty drop 
from the hazard. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Lag puƩ effecƟvely. The water dictates the visual slope. 

Hole 13 – “The Switchback” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 395 yds, Blue 370 yds, White 350 yds | Index 12 

DescripƟon: A sharp dogleg leŌ prioriƟzing placement over power. Trees and deep rough 
protect the inside of the corner. The green is long, narrow, and flanked heavily by bunkers on 
both sides. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 395 yds): 

 Club: 3-Wood (234 yds) or Hybrid. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Leave the driver in the bag. A 230-yard shot aimed at the outside 

corner of the dogleg opens up the length of the narrow green, prevenƟng a blocked 
approach. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~161 yards remaining. 7-Iron (164 yds). The approach must be 
precise to hit the narrow ribbon of turf. Control trajectory to avoid the flanking sand. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: The long, narrow green features subtle breaks. Speed is slightly 
less criƟcal here than reading the nuanced side-slopes correctly. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 370 yds): 

 Club: 3-Wood (215 yds) or 4-Iron (186 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim right of center. Trying to cut the corner results in a blocked 

approach or lost ball in the deep rough. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~155-184 yards depending on the tee shot. 5-Iron (169 yds). 

Play for the front edge of the green, allowing the ball to skip onto the surface between 
the bunkers. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: If bunkered, prioriƟze geƫng the ball out. The narrow green 
means a thin, bladed bunker shot will immediately find the opposite bunker. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 350 yds): 

 Club: 4-Iron (151 yds) or 3-Wood (178 yds). 
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 Tee Shot Strategy: Play straight down the fairway to the corner. Distance is irrelevant; 
angles are everything. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~172-199 yards remaining. Lay up to the front edge. Hiƫng a 
long iron into a narrow, heavily bunkered target is staƟsƟcally ill-advised for a 25-index 
player. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Use a bump-and-run from the front fairway to navigate the length 
of the green safely, avoiding the aerial route enƟrely. 

Hole 14 – “Fescue’s Reach” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 435 yds, Blue 410 yds, White 385 yds | Index 6 

DescripƟon: A seemingly simple, straightaway par 4 whose defense is the ever-present wispy 
fescue. The fairway is pinched significantly in the primary landing zones. The green is open in 
the front with subtle undulaƟons. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 435 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The pinch requires an absolutely commiƩed line. A slight fade holds 

the fairway best. Missing into the fescue turns the hole into an immediate, grueling 
scramble. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~174 yards remaining. 6-Iron (172 yds). The open front allows 
for a lower, driving iron shot that lands short and runs up to the pin. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: The subtle undulaƟons are difficult to read. Look for the lowest 
point around the green (drainage) to determine the macro-break. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 410 yds): 

 Club: 3-Wood (215 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: The 236-yard driver lands directly in the narrowest part of the pinch. 

Club down to a 3-Wood to lay up to the wider porƟon of the fairway short of the 
boƩleneck. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~195 yards remaining. 3-Hybrid (197 yds) or 4-Iron. The long 
approach necessitates aiming for the open front entrance rather than trying to fly it to 
the pin. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Missing in the fescue requires a steep, chopping wedge swing just 
to extract the ball. Do not try to generate spin from the rough. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 385 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
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 Tee Shot Strategy: The shorter average driver distance for this cohort (204 yds) actually 
lands before the most severe fairway pinch. Swing away with confidence. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~181 yards remaining. 4-Iron (151 yds). If in the fescue, lay-up 
sideways to the Zoysia. Advancing the ball forward from the thick rough is unlikely to 
succeed. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: UƟlize the ground game. The open front is highly conducive to a 
Texas wedge or a sweeping 7-iron bump-and-run. 

Hole 15 – “The Biarritz” (Par 3) 

Metrics: Black 225 yds, Blue 205 yds, White 185 yds | Index 14 

DescripƟon: A tribute to classic golf architecture, this long par 3 features a tradiƟonal “Biarritz” 
green. The massive puƫng surface is defined by a deep trench (swale) that cuts through its 
center. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 225 yds): 

 Club: 3-Wood (234 yds) or 4-Iron (201 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: If the pin is in the front porƟon, carry the front bunker and stop the 

ball before the swale. If back, hit a driving iron designed to land in the swale and release 
up to the back Ɵer. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Puƫng out of the Biarritz swale is a mathemaƟcal puzzle. The ball 

must be hit with extreme force to climb the ridge, leading to massive speed control 
discrepancies. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 205 yds): 

 Club: 4-Iron (186 yds) or 3-Wood (215 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim for the absolute center of the green, regardless of the pin 

posiƟon. Hiƫng the massive surface is the only goal. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
 Greenside & Puƫng: If the ball rests in the swale and the pin is on a top Ɵer, consider 

chipping with a wedge rather than puƫng, as it offers more predictable distance control. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 185 yds): 

 Club: 3-Wood (178 yds) or Driver. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Just advance the ball toward the green. The sheer length is daunƟng 

for a high handicapper. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: N/A (Par 3). 
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 Greenside & Puƫng: A 3-puƩ is the standard on a Biarritz for high-handicappers. Focus 
enƟrely on the lag puƩ to get the ball onto the correct horizontal plane. 

Hole 16 – “The Bend” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 410 yds, Blue 390 yds, White 365 yds | Index 8 

DescripƟon: A beauƟful medium-length par 4 that doglegs gently to the leŌ around a small lake. 
The water is in play for the enƟre length of the hole. The green is angled to reward shots coming 
from the riskier leŌ side and is guarded by a large right bunker. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 410 yds): 

 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Start the ball over the water and draw it back to the leŌ-center of the 

fairway. This heroic line minimizes the yardage and leaves a short, direct approach. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~149 yards remaining. 8-Iron (153 yds). The angle from the leŌ 

opens up the length of the green, making the right bunker completely obsolete. 
 Greenside & Puƫng: The green naturally slopes toward the water. PuƩs from the right 

will be fast and breaking heavily leŌ. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 390 yds): 

 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim well out to the right. The staƟsƟcal risk of hooking a drive into 

the water far outweighs the reward of a shorter approach. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~154 yards remaining. 7-Iron (154 yds). Playing from the safe 

right side brings the deep right bunker directly into play. Aim leŌ of the pin. 
 Greenside & Puƫng: If the approach catches the bunker, splash the ball out toward the 

center, accepƟng that the slope will take it slightly leŌ toward the water. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 365 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Aim as far right as the rough will allow. Keep the water enƟrely out of 

the visual field to avoid steering the ball. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~161 yards remaining. 4-Iron (151 yds) or Hybrid. The angle is 

poor, but the priority is dry land. Aim for the bailout area short-leŌ. 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Pitch onto the green and two-puƩ. A bogey here with zero penalty 

strokes is a highly successful result. 

Hole 17 – “Last Chance” (Par 4) 

Metrics: Black 345 yds, Blue 325 yds, White 300 yds | Index 18 
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DescripƟon: A classic risk-reward finishing hole. From the back tees, it is a drivable par 4 for 
long hiƩers. The green is small, elevated, and crowned, surrounded by five deep, rugged pot 
bunkers. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 345 yds): 

 Club: 4-Iron (201 yds) or Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: In match play, the driver is tempƟng to force an opponent's hand. In 

stroke play, the smart play is a 4-iron to the widest part of the fairway, leaving a 144-yard 
full wedge. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~144 yards remaining. 9-Iron (139 yds) or 8-Iron. With a full 
swing, the player can impart enough spin to hold the firm, crowned green. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: The crowned green repels anything but a perfect strike. PuƩs from 
the fringe require precise reads as they will immediately fall off the crown. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 325 yds): 

 Club: 5-Iron (169 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Driving this green is not viable and mathemaƟcally absurd given the 

penalty risks. Lay up to a preferred yardage (e.g., 150 yards) to ensure a clean lie in the 
fairway. 

 Approach Shot Strategy: ~156 yards remaining. 6-Iron (162 yds). Aim for the absolute 
center of the green. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: The pot bunkers are deeply penal. If the approach misses, an up-
and-down is highly unlikely. Simply get the ball out of the sand onto the puƫng surface. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 300 yds): 

 Club: 6-Iron (137 yds) followed by another 6-Iron. 
 Tee Shot Strategy: This hole is an architectural trap. Ignore the short yardage. Hit two 

mid-irons to navigate the fairway and land soŌly near the green. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~163 yards remaining. 5-Iron (143 yds) to the front fringe. 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Do not aƩack the elevated green with a wedge if chipping; bump a 

7-iron into the hill and let it roll up to the crown to ensure it stays on the surface. 

Hole 18 – “The Ascent” (Par 5) 

Metrics: Black 470 yds, Blue 450 yds, White 420 yds | Index 4 

DescripƟon: A magnificent finishing par 5 that plays steadily uphill toward the grand clubhouse. 
A creek cuts across the fairway about 40 yards short of the green, forcing a definiƟve decision 
on the second shot. The green is large, has two Ɵers, and features a deep front-right bunker. 

Low-Handicap Strategy (Black Tee - 470 yds): 
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 Club: Driver (261 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Unleash the driver. The fairway is generous, and the steady incline 

requires maximum carry. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~209 yards remaining, playing like 225 uphill. The decision is to 

carry the creek (at 169 yards) or lay-up. With a 3-Wood (234 yds) or 4-Iron, the scratch 
player can easily carry the hazard to aƩack the two-Ɵered green in two. 

 Third Shot (If laid up): A ~60-yard pitch requires high spin to hold the upper Ɵer if the 
pin is back. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: The Ɵered green dictates the puƫng challenge. Puƫng up the 
ridge requires aggressive pace; puƫng down the ridge requires a feather touch. 

Mid-Handicap Strategy (Blue Tee - 450 yds): 

 Club: Driver (236 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Focus on a strong, balanced strike. The uphill topography will rob the 

drive of any roll-out. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~214 yards to the pin. The creek is ~174 yards away. Do not 

aƩempt the hero shot. Lay-up with a 7-Iron (154 yds) to leave a comfortable 60-yard 
wedge. 

 Third Shot: ~60 yards. Sand Wedge (84 yds). Ensure solid contact; a chunked wedge here 
will immediately find the creek. Aim for the center of the Ɵer containing the flag. 

 Greenside & Puƫng: Avoid the front-right bunker, as the uphill explosion shot out of the 
sand to the Ɵered green is incredibly difficult to stop near the hole. 

High-Handicap Strategy (White Tee - 420 yds): 

 Club: Driver (204 yds). 
 Tee Shot Strategy: Keep the ball moving forward. The steep incline makes the hole play 

closer to 450 yards. 
 Approach Shot Strategy: ~216 yards to the pin. Lay-up strictly short of the creek using an 

8-Iron (122 yds). 
 Third Shot: ~94 yards. Pitching Wedge (90 yds). The uphill shot requires an extra club. 

Focus on driving through the ball to avoid faƫng it into the hazard. 
 Greenside & Puƫng: Two-puƩ to finish the round. The greens are heavily contoured to 

provide a dramaƟc finish below the verandah. Read the break carefully, prioriƟzing lag 
speed over line. 

Concluding Strategic Imperatives 
The GCI Public Golf Course serves as a masterclass in modern strategic golf architecture, 
demanding far more than mere physical execuƟon to post a respectable score. The 
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comprehensive staƟsƟcal modeling provided in this blueprint demonstrates unequivocally that 
course management, penalty avoidance, and a realisƟc assessment of personal capabiliƟes are 
the true drivers of a successful round of golf. 

The scoring differenƟal between a scratch golfer and a 25-handicapper is less about the 50-yard 
gap in driving distance , and vastly more about the compounding, exponenƟal nature of 
approach errors , poor short-game proximity , and catastrophic penalty accumulaƟon. 

By adopƟng the conservaƟve, staƟsƟcally backed strategies outlined in this document - laying 
up short of hazards, playing specifically to the center of elevated greens, ignoring tucked pins, 
and strictly selecƟng the mathemaƟcally appropriate tee box - players of all handicap levels can 
successfully neutralize the architectural traps set by the course designers. The rouƟng heavily 
rewards discipline on the outward nine and pure survival on the inward stretch. ExecuƟng this 
specific, shot-by-shot tacƟcal plan will reliably limit high-variance disaster holes, opƟmize 
Strokes Gained against the player's handicap index, and ulƟmately yield a superior, more 
enjoyable scoring outcome at The GCI Public Golf Course.  


